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DIRTCTOR, rBl AND SAC, KANSAS CITY 

• » I 

& ' 

WILLIAM PERL, WA. ESP DASH ;R, PERJURY., FOR INTO KANSAS CITY SUBJECT 
SCHEDULED FOR TRIAL ON PERJURY CHARGE, MAY EIGHTEEN, NEXT. AUSA, SONY, 
ADVISED HE DESIRES PRODUCTICm ORIGINAL CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT FILE ON 
MORTON SOBELL FOR EMPLOYMENT AS ENGINEER, THE BUREAU OF 
ORDNANCE, DEPARTMENT OF NAVY-, WASHINGTON, DC, JANUARY TWENTYSEVEN, 
THIRTYNINE, TO* OCTOBER ONE, FORTYONE. THE ST. LOUIS OFFICE OBTAINED 
INFO FROM MR. BEN F. CUTCLIFFE, CHIEF, FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER, 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION, ST. LOUIS, MO., THAT THIS FILE 
AVAILABLE AT KANSAS CITY, AND SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM SHOULD BE DIRECTED 
TO J. L. HORN BOSTEL, REGIONAL COUNSEL, 6SA, ROOM EIGHTEEN EERO FOUR, 
FEDERAL OFFICE BUILDING, NINE ONE ONE WALNUT ST., KANSAS CITY,. 

MO., OR HIS AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE. AUSA FORWARDING SUBPOENA DUCES 

,7 1 

TECUM TO BOSTEL, AMSD, THIS DATE, WHICH WILL REQUIRE PRODUCTION ABOVE 
FILE BY INDIVIDUAL QUALIFIED TO IDENTIF^^M^ TO APPEAR ^OM FOUR 

AJE OF iftlS ROBERT 


I 


f 

t 


END pA(jE^q 153 

POPIES PES 






PACE TVO 

MARTIN AT NINE AM, TUESDAY, MAY NINETEEN, NEXT* REQUEST KC TO 
immediately on receipt THIS TELETYPE ADVISE BOSTEL ABOVE INFO. SO 
FILE CAN BE LOCATED AND TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE. DETERMINE IF 

4 

FILE DEFINITELY AT XC, AND IDENTITY OF PERSON TO PRODUCE SAME AT 
NYC, AND SUTEL IMMEDIATELY AVAILABILITY OF FILE AT KC AND IDENTITY OF 
PERSON TO APPEAR. AUSA STATES ABOVE SUBPOENA SHOULD ARRIVE KC, 

SPECIAL DELIVERY, MONDAY, AM, MAY EIGHTEEN, NEXT. EXPEDITE. 

BOARDMAN' 

# « 

KANSAS CITY TO BE NOTIFIED 

V 

HOLD PLS 




- 




■ ' - ^ - 77 

• • V ' • t ‘ ^ •H'. 




§ 




npcvu.ro!5auc» ‘ 

u. s. tffvatiw Of nvK’- 

cUKotacniiixs mwi 


HAY H» 1353 


/■ 


' i 


KANSAS CITY 


5-18-53 


10-38 AN 


:» Mr. 

Mr. tMAd _ 

Ur* 

1 ’r.'ci-l^ 

; HiHiii _ 

} 'f*-. ILwfi _ 

I ^V.Tiaey 

Mnhr 

WintriTOwd* 
^ » •. Room 


DIRECTOR Ffll AND SAC NY URGENT V 
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VILLIAM PERL, WA, ESP DASH R, PERJURY. RENYTEL HAY SIXTEENTH I' / 
FIFTYTHREE. J. L. HORN BOSTEL, GENERAL COUNSEL, 6SA, XCNO, ‘ 
ADVISED SOBELL EMPLOYMENT FILE PRESENTLY IN ST. LOUIS, HAS 
ARRANGED FOR IT TO BE SENT TO EUGENE T. BRENNAN. REGIONAL 
COUNSEL, CSA, ROOM ONE TVO fvo ZERO, TWO FIVE ZERO HUDSON ST. 

NYC, BY DESIRED TIME. S UBPOENA DUCES TECUM SHOULD BE DIRECTE D 

t 

TO PERSON TO BE NAMED BY BRENNAN, IDENTITY BEING UNKNOWN IN 
KCMO. RUC. Ii\ 
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^j DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, CLEVELAND ' URGENT 1 

WILLIAM PERL, WA. ESP DASH R, PERJURY. RE CLEVELAND TEL, MAYTsSSS^ 
INSTANT. AUSA SDNY, ADVISED TOIS DATE, HE WILL REQUIRE TESTIMoJiY OF^ ^ 
SA LEO H. FRUTKIN, AND POSSIBLY SA JOHN A. HARRINGTON, BOTH OF NYO, 
CONCERNING INTERVIEWS OF SUBJECT AT CLEVELAND, JULY, NINETEEN FIFTY. 
REQUEST SA DAVID A. WIBLE BRING TO NY WITH HIM ALL NOTES AND LOGS RE 
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WILLIAM PERL, WAS, ESPIONAGE - R, PERJURY- RENYTEL MAY FOURTEEN 
LAST, correct NAME OF PRIEST IDENTIFIED AS WILLIAM J- GORMAN is‘ 
WILLIAM J- GORDON- FOR THE CONFIDENTIAL INFO OF THE BUREAU, IT HAS 
BEEN ASCERTAINED THAT FATHER CORDON IS AN AUGUSTINIAN PRIEST AND WAS 
ATTACHED TO THE VILLANOVA MONASTERY IN PENNSYLVANIA. HE LEFT THE 
RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY IN OCTOBER FIFTY TWO AND 





^ BUT DOES RETAIN HIS CLERICAL STATUS- 
’ etegtE Mgr^TATU fr. OFFICIALS OF HIS ORDER HAVE BEEN L O OKIN G FOR HIM 
SI NCE OCTO BER FIFTY TWO- HE IS AN EXPERT ON LABOR RELATIONS AND WAS 




ATTACHED TO CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY AS A LECTURER. HE HAS BEEN DESCRIBED 
AS SUFFERING FROM HE WAS CONTACTED TODAY AT THE RESIDENCE 

OF HIS SISTER, MRS, HELEN HENDRICKSON, ONE TWENTY THREE NASSAU AVE., 
MALVERNE, HE ADVISED THAT HE HAD BEEN REOUESTED BY AN ACOUAINTANCE, 
CAPTAIN HENRY LEITMAN, TO SPEAK WITH WILLIAM PERL ABOUT HIS CASE- 
HE STATED THAT AFTER SPEAKING WITH BUREAU OFFICIALS, HE WENT TO THE 

HOME OF CAPTAIN LEITMAN ON MAY EIGHT LAST, HE ADVISED HE WAS/DRESSED 

► 

IN CIVILIAN CLOTHES AND INTRODUCED HIMSELF AS D^- GORDON |L^U6E HE HAS 

A DOCTORATE- PERL AND HIS WIFE HERE WITH^)^arAIN 

MAY 1953 , 
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AND MRS, LEITMAN AND ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL, EMIL D-ANGELICO /PH/, 

A PROFESSOR AT VILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE, HE STATED THAT ON WAY TEN 

LAST HE ADVISED PERL OF HIS IDENTITY AND OF LEITMAN-S REQUEST TO 

DISCUSS HIS CASE WITH HIM, PERL TOLD HIM THAT ALL THAT HE WANTED WAS 

A FAIR TRIAL, HE TOLD FATHER CORDON THAT HE DID NOT KNOW JULIUS 

ROSENBERG, BUT THAT HE DID KNOW A COUPLE, THE HUSBAND OF WHICH HE 

HAD KNOWN FROM CCNY, AND HAD DECLIN TO IDENTIFY THEM ON THE ADVICE 

OF HIS ATTORNEY. HE STATED THAT PERL ADMITTED TO HIM THAT HE KNEW MIKE 

AND ANNE SIDOROVICH. HE STATED THAT HE HAD NOTES OF HIS CONVERSATION 

WITH PERL, AFTER LOOKING UPSTAIRS* HE ADVISED THAT HE HAD MISPLACED 

t 

HIS WALLET WHERE ME KEPT MIS NOTES, BUT STATED THAT HIS RECOLLECTION 
bF HIS INTERVIEW WITH PERL IS CORRECT, A FEW MINUTES LATER HE REACHED 
INTO HIS POCKET, BROUGHT OUT* HIS WALLET, AND SHOWED TO THE AGENTS 
A PASS TO CONGRESS AND A CP MEMBERSHIP CARD ISSUED BY ROBERT THOMPSON, 

THE NAME ON WHICH WAS ILLEGIBLE, HE STATED THAT HE HAS BEEj/ 

IN CONTACT WITH PERL ON THE PHONE SINCE HIS RETURN FROM SPRING VALLEY 
AND THAT PERL TOLD HIM NOT TO DO ANYTHING OFFICIALLY BECAUSE THEY ARE 
NOT OF THE SAME RELIGION, HE TOLD THE AGENTS THAT HE KNEW MR, HOOVER 
END PAGE TWO 
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AND SHOWED A LETTER FROM CONGRESSMAN KIRSTEN TO HIM WHICH SPEAKS 
OF A CONFERENCE TO BE HAD IN THE NEAR FUTURE WITH PRESIDENT EISENHOWER 

A « 

AND THE AG ON A CERTAIN MATTER, NOT IDENTIFIED. FATHER CORDON ALSO 
ADDVISED THAT HE HAD CONTACTED ONE OF PERL-S LAWYERS, BUT HAD 
obtained no INFO FROM HIM. :N0 INFO WAS VOLUNTEERED BY THE AGENTS TO 

t 

FATHER CORDON. NO FURTHER CONTACT WILL BE HAD WITH HIM. 
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WILLIAM PERL, WAS, ESP - R. PERJURY, TRIAL SUMMARY AFTEJiNOON SESSlON* 
AUSA ROBERT MARTIN MACE OPENING STATEMENT FOR GOVT, READ THE'r-’f^ ^ ' 


INDICTMENT AND STATED GOVT, WOULD SHOW BY WITNESSES AND DOCUMENTS 


THAT PERL KNOWINGLY LIED BEFORE FGj AND THAT PERL WAS IN THE YCL IN 


CCNY WITH JULIUS ROSENBERG AND MORTON SOBELL, RAYMOND WISE IN OPENING 

V 


STATEMENT FOR, DEFENSE SAID THAT ISSUE ON WHETHER PERL-S ANSWpS 
BEFORE FGJ HERE TRUE DEPENDED ON MANY THINGS, THAT PERL DID NOT 


INTENTIONALLY LIE AND TOLD THE TRUTH AS IT APPEARED TO HIM* HE SAID 


THE JURY MUST UNDERSTAND THE HAN AND HIS BACKGROUND AND KNOW THE 




STATE OF MIND AT THE TIME OF THE TESTIMONY. ME WILL PUT THE DEFENDANT 


ON THE STAND AND A COUPLE OF CHARACTER WITNESSES. THE DEFENSE WILL 


BE SIMPLE AND THAT HE WILL PROVE T^AT PERL ANSWERED TRUTHFULLY WITH NO 


MOTIVE TO LIE, AFTER THE OPENING STATEMENTS RAYMOND WISE STIPULATED 


THAT THE MINUTES OF THE FGJ OF AUG. EIGHTEEN FIFTY, SEPT, ELEVEN, 

FIFTY AND OCT, FOUR, FIFTY ARE COMPLETE MINUTES OF THE ^J^AND ARE TRUE 
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AND ACCURATE REPORTS OR PERL-S TESTIMONY AT THAT TIME. ACCORDINGLY 

■?sf sr - m 
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THE CFAhD JURY MINUTES WERE OFFERED IN TESTIMONY AND AUSA MARTIN READ 
NUMEROUS EXCERPTS THEREFROM INCLUDING PLRL*S ANSWERS DENYING 
KNOWLEDGE OF MORTON SOBELL, JULIUS ROSENBERG, HELENE ELLITCMER 
AND MICHAEL AND' ANNE SIDOROVICH, HE READ CUESTIONS AND PERL-S 
ANSWERS CONCERNING VIVIAN GLASSMAN^S TRIP TO CLEVELAND IN JULY, 

FIFTY WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO PERL TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY AND HER OFFER OF 
MONEY, PERL-S ANSWER BEFORE THE FCJ WAS THAT ME WAS UPSET, DID NOT 
UNDERSTAND WHAT IT WAS ABOUT, AND TOLD HER TO Go', MENTION WAS 
MADE OF THE FACT THAT SHE. WROTE THE NAME JULIUS ROSENBERG ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER WITH HER INSTRUCTIONS, PERL-S ANSWER WAS THAT 
HE HAD DESTROYED THE PAPER IN ANSWER TO AN IMPULSE TO ERASE OUT MEMORY 
OF HER VISIT, A QUESTION WAS READ ASKING PERL TO EXPLAIN HOW SOBELL 
HAD USED PERL AS A REFERENCE WHEN HE SOBELL, APPLIED FOR A POSITION 
AT GENERAL ELECTRIC, PERL-S ANSWER WAS THAT HE DID NOT KNOW WH^Y, 
RAYMOND WISE CONCEDED AND STIPULATED PHOTOGRAPHS OF INDIVIDUALS SHOWN TO 
. PERL AT FCJ WERE THE ACTUAL PHOTOGRAPHS SHOWN TO PERL AND WERE 


TRUE PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE INDIVIDUALS. 

END OF PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

DESIRED TO READ PORTIONS OF THE GJ MINUTES TO THE PETIT TRIAL 
JURY AND VISE ASKED FOR SOME ADDITIONAL TIME TO STUDY THEM* JUDGE 
RYAN CAVE HIM UNTIL TOMORROV MORNING, RANDOLPH S* MERRILL, FOREMAN 
OF OCT„ FIFTY FGJ WAS SWORN IN* BUT WISE STIPULATED AND CONCEDED 
THAT THE QUESTIONS ASKED PERL AT FGJ WERE MATERIAL* JUDGE RYAN RULED 

A 

AS A MATTER OF LAW THAT A FOREMAN OF FGJ IS DULY POINTED BY LAV TO 
ADMINISTER OATHS. WISE TOOK EXCEPTION TO THE JUDGE-S RULING.. IN 
‘ CROSS EXAMINATION MERRILL STATED THAT PERL APPEARED BEFORE FGJ 
VOLUNTARILY AND AS A WITNESS FOR THE GOVT., NOT AS A DEFENDANT. 

TRIAL WILL RESUME TEN AH TUESDAY MORNING. 
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WILLIAM PERL, ESPIONAGE DASH R, PERJURY, TRIAL SUMMARY AFTERNOOKr\^ 
SESSION. MILTON M. KLEIN TESTIFIED HE HAS KNOWN PERL FROM NINETEEN^ 
thirty TWO TO NINETEEN FIFTY, HAVING FIRST METHIM IK HIGH SCHOOL. THAT 
HE KNEW PERL SOCIALLY AND HAH REMAINED A FRIEND OF HIS THROUGH THE 
years. THAT ME KNEW NORTON SOBELL AND JULIUS ROSENBERG AT CCNY FROM 
NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR TO NINETEEN THIRTY EIGHT ANDvHAD ATTENDED TWO 
YCL MEETINGS AND' HAD SEEN WILLIAM PERL, JULIUS ROSENBERG AND SOBELL 
AT THESE meetings. THAT IN THE LAST TWO YEARS AT CCNY HE RECALLED 
SEEING PERL, ROSENBERG, SOBELL, JOEL BARR, WILLIAM DANZINGER AND 
MAX ELITCHER IN A GROUP IN GENERAL SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ON NUMEROUS 
OCCASIONS. THAT AFTER GRADUATION IN NINETEEN FORTY HE, KLEIN, WENT 
TO WASHINGTON, D. C. IN NINETEEN FORTY ONE IN WASHINGTON B. C. WHILE 
LIVING WITH ONE PHILIP PARZEN, HE RECEIVED A COMMUNICATION THAT PERL 
HAS COMING FROM LANGLY FIELD TO VISIT THEM. THAT DURING THE VISIT 
PERL TOLD HIM HE HAD RECENTLY VISITS MAX ELITCHER AND MOR]rpii^BELL. 
THAT ON ANOTHER OCCASION IN FEBRUARY NINETEEN FORTY TWJL PERL TOLD 

rN..P«roNr 
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ERL TOLD 
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PAGE TtfO 

Hir^ THAT MORTON S06ELL HAD RECEIVED A GOOD DEAL AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MICHIGAN. THAT IN THE SUMMER OF NINETEEN FORTY EIGHT IN CLEVELAND, 

OHIO, PERL TOLD HIM THAT HE HAS INTERESTED IN SECURING A NINETEEN 
FORTY OR NINETEEN FORTY ONE StUDEBAKER AUTOMOBILE IN THE EIGHT HUNDRED 

4 

OR NINE HUNDRED PRICE RANGE AND HAS CHECKING NEWSPAPER ADS. THAT IN 
JULY NINETEEN FIFTY IN CLEVEL^D, OHIO HE CONVERSED WITH PERL AND PERL 
TOLD HIM THAT THE FBI HAS FOLLOWING HIM BECAUSE HE^WAS INVOLVED WITH 
JULIUS ROSENHEHG-, IN CROSS EXAMINATION HE TESTIFIED THAT THE LAST 
TIME HE SAW PERL AND SOBELL TOGETHER HAS IN NINETEEN THIRTY 
EIGHT, THE LAST TIME HE SAW PERL AND JULIUS ROSENBERG WAS IN 
NINETEEN THIRTY EIGHT. THAT HE HAD SEEN AND TALKED TO PERL IN CLEVELAND 
AFTER AUGUST NINETEEN FKTY, THAT IN SEPTEMBER NINETEEN FIFTY IN NYC 
PERL HAD MENTIONED TO HIM THAT HE, PERL, TESTIFIED BEFORE FCj AND PERL 
ASKED HIM WHAT THE FBI QUESTIONED KIM, KLEIN, CONCERNING PERL, BUT PERL 
DID NOT DISCUSS THE FCJ TESTIMONY WITH HIM. THAT HE HAD MET RAYMOND 
WISE, PERL-S ATTORNEY, BEFORE AT HISE-S LAW OFFICE AND HAD SAID HE 
NAS HILLING TO BECOME A CHARACTER HITNESS FOR PERL BECAUSE PERL HAS A 
END PAGE THO 
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PRIENO OF HIS BUT DID NOT THINK HE WOULD BE A COOD CHARACTER WITNESS 
BECAUSE THAT PERL-S CCNV YCL ACTIVITIES MIGHT COME OUT. KLEIN ADMITTED 
IN NINETEEN rifry HE TOLD FBI 'AGENTS THAT HE WAS ONLY VAGUELY PAMILIAR 
WITH JULIUS ROSENBERG AND IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION FROM JUDGE RYAN, 
QUOTE DID YOU LIE AT THAT TIME END QUOTE ANSWERED HE DID NOT COMPLETELY 
TELL THE TRUTH. DR. JACK SHAPIRO, KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL, TESTIFIED HE 
ATTENDED CCNY IN. NINETEEN THIRTY FIVE TO NINETEEN FORTY AND HAD : 
SUBSEQUENTLY BECOME A M. D. THAT HE KNEW JULIUS ROSENBERG, MORTON 
SOBELL AND WILLIAM PERL AT CCNY IN NINETEEN THIRTY, AND NINETEEN THIRTY 
eight, THAT IN. THE FALL OF NINETEEN THIRTY SEVEN AND SPRING NINETfeEN 
THIRTY .EIGHT HE ATTENDED TEN TO TWELVE MEETINGS OF THE STEINMETZ CLUB, 
WHICH WAS ArriLIATED WITH THE YCL. HE NAMED THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS . 
AS IN ATTENDANCE. JULIUS ROSENBERG, WILLIAM PERL, MORTON SOBELL, NATHAN 
SUSSMAW, STANLEY RICH, HENRY SHOIKET, JOEL BARR, GERALD SMOLIAR, 

ABE EMMER, MORRIS BAYLEN. HE TESTIFIED THAT AN AVERAGE Or TEN TO 
fifteen INDIVIDUALS REGULARLY ATTENDED THESE MEETINGS. THAT JULIUS ' 
ROSENBERG DIRECTED AND LED DISCUSSIONS AT THE MEETINGS AND THAT HE 

RECALLED HEARING PERL SPEAK ON AT LEAST ONE OCCASION. IN CROSS 
END PAGE THREE 
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WA 26 . PAGE FOUR 

EXAMINATION HE TESTIFIED THAT HE LAST SAW PERL WITH JULIUS ^ 

ROSENBERG IN NINETEEN THIRTY NINE OR NINETEEN FORTY AND HAD LAST 
SEEN PERL WITH MORTON SOBELL IN NINETEEN THIRTY NINE OR NINETEEN 
FORTY. THAT HE COULD NOT FOR CERTAIN PLACE ALL THREE TOGETHER AT THE 
SAME TIME. HELENE ELITCHER TESTIFIED THAT SHE MET MORTON SOBELL 

IN SCHNECTADY, NEW YORK IN JUNE, NINETEEN FORTY THREE AND MET JULIUS 

* 

ROSENBERG IN WASHINGTON, D. C. IN JUNE, NINETEEN FORTY FOUR. THAT 

SHE KNOWS WILLIAM PERL AND HAD MET HIM AT NYC WHILE VISITING IN THE 

SUMMER OF NINETEEN FORTY FOUR. DURING THIS VISIT SHE MET JULIUS L 

ROSENBERG ON A STREET CORNER IN MANHATTAN WITH HER HUSBAND AND SISTER, 

RUTH ALSCHER, AND THAT SHORTLY THEREAFTER PERL JOINED THEM WITH HIS 

YOUNGER BROTHER NAMED SAM. THE GROUP WENT WALKING LOOKING FOR THE 

* 

EL FORNOS RESTAURANT AND AFTER LOCATING SAME WERE NOT ADMITTED 

f 

BECAUSE THE MEN IN THE GROUP HAD NO TIES. THAT THEY CONTINUED ON AND 
FINALLY WENT TO THE BIRD IN HAND RESTAURANT. THAT JULIUS ROSENBERG 
DURING DINNER MADE A TELEPHONE CALL TO JOEL BARR, WHO LATER JOINED THE 
CROUP. THAT FROM THERE THEY WENT TO JOEL BARR-S HOUSE VIA TROLLEY 
CAR AND WENT UP TO HIS APARTMENT. THAT THIS CROUP CONSISTED OF 
HERSELF, MAX ELITCHER, RUTH ALSCHER, JULIUS ROSENBERG, WILLIAM PERL, 

SAM PERL AND JOEL BARR, THAT THEY STAYED UNTIL MIDNIGHT, AT WHICH 
TIME THEY TOOK RUTH ALSCHER HOME VIA TAXI CAB AND ALL PROCEEDED TO 
END PAGE FOUR 
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AL SARANT^S APARTMENT ON MORTON STREET, NYC* THAT THEY REMAINED AT 
SARANT-S APARTMENT FOR ABOUT ONE HOUR AND ALL LEFT# SHE AGAIN SAW PERL 
CHRISTMAS NINETEEN FORTY SIX IN NYC AT WHICH TIME SHE AND HER 
HUSBAND MET JULIUS ROSENBERG AND WENT TO THE BLUE MILL RESTAURANT WHERE 
THEY WERE JOINED BY JOEL BARR AND WILLIAM PERL. LATER MORTON AND 
HELEN SOBELL JOINED THE CROUP AND ALL HAD DINNER TOGETHER. THEY THEN 
PROCEEDED TO JULIUS ROSENBERC-S APARTMENT AND SHE RECALLED WALKING 
WITH PERL AND THAT HE MENTIONED A GIRL FRIEND IN tLEVELAND, 

THEY WENT TO THE APARTMENT AND SHE MET ETHEL ROSENBERG AND RECALLED A 
CONVERSATION CONCERNING HOLIDAYS AND SMALL CHILDREN. SHE TESTIFIED THAT 
SHE AGAIN SAW PERL IN SEPTEMBER NINETEEN FIFTY IN AN ANTEROOM OF THE 
US COURTHOUSE. SHE STATED THAT SHE HAD BEEN SITTING THERE WHEN PERL 
ENTERED AND THAT PERL DID NOT APPEAR TO NOTICE HER. THAT. LATER THE 
SAME DAY SHE MET PERL AT AN ELEVATOR IN THE PRESENCE OF THREE FEDERAL 

AGFNTS and USA MYLES LANE. ONE OF THE AGENTS ASKED PERL DO YOU 

# 

RECOGNIZE THIS LADY AND PERL STATED YOU ARE MRS. ELITCHER. SHE ASKED 
HIM WHY HE HAD NOT SPOKEN TO HEP PREVIOUSLY AND HE SAID HE WAS INHIBITED. 
THE DEFENSE STATED THEY DID NOT DESIRE TO CROSS EXAMINE HELENE ELITCHER. t 
USA ADVISED JUDGE RYAN THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL PROBABLY REST ITS CASE 

AFTER TOMORROW MORNINC-S SESSION. MR. WISE STATED THAT HE WILL PUT. 

END FADE nvE ^ 
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tfILLlAH PERI ON THE STAND AND PRESENT TWO CHARACTER WITNESSES* JUDGE 
RYAN THEN STATED HE WOULD PLAN FOR THE ATTORNEYS TO SUMMARIZE THEIR 
CASES THURSDAY, AND THAT HE WOULD CHARGE THE JURY FRIDAY. TRIAL WILL 
CONTINUE TOMORROW A. M. * . 
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WILLIAM PERL, ESP • R, PERJURY. TRIAL SUMMARY MORNING SESSION. TWAL 

^ i 

CONTINUED TEN AM TODAY. MAX ELITtHER TESTIFIED THAT HE KNEW PERL, SOBELl^ 
AND JULIUS ROSENBERG, HAVING MET THEM AT CCNY AND ATTENDED CLASSES 
WITH THEM. .TESTIFIED THAT SOBELL WAS CALLED MORTIE, AND HIS FATHER 
HAD A DRUGSTORE IN THE BRONX, NY. THAT ME SAW P{RL IN THE COMPANY 
OF ROSENBERG AND SOBELL THREE OR FOUR TIMES A WEEK AT COLLEGE, IN 
classrooms, LUNCHROOMS, AND HALLWAYS. THAT AFTER COLLEGE, ELITCHER 
WENT TO WASHINGTON, DC, AND HAS EMPLOYED WITH THE BUREAU O^ ORDNANCE, 
NAVY DEPT., AND LIVED WITH SOBELL FROM THIRTYNINE TO FORTYONE. THAT 
KE WAS FAMILIAR WITH PERL-S HANDWRITING FROM SCHOOL NOTES HE HAD 


BORROWED, AND THAT WHILE LIVING WITH SOBELL, HE* SAW LETTERS WRITTEN 
TO SOBELL FROM PERL. THAT HE SAW PERL IN WASHINGTON IN FORTYONE, 
WHEN PERL CAME TO SEE SOBELL AND HIMSELF, DURING WHICH TIME HE, 
SOBELL, AND ^ERL HAD LUNCH AND A GENERAL CONVERSATION. THAT SOBELL 




LEFT WASHINGTON IN SEPT. FORTYONE AND RESIGNED FROM THE BUREAU OF / 
gORDNANCE TO CO TO THE UNIV. OF MICHIGAN AND CONTINUE HIS STUDJ^fs*. ' 




«THAT SOBELL WAS EARNING TWENTYSIX HUND^D DOLLARS PER 


S3JUN5 1953 


/AT THE 
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WIFE, HELENE, WHILE VISITING NYC, WERE VISITED BY JULIUS ROSENBERG • 

AND THAT HE, HIS WIFE HELENE, AND SISTER IN LAW, RUTH ALSCHER, IIET 
JULIUS ROSENBERG AT THE CORNER OF FORTYSECOND ST. AND EIGHTH AVE., NYC, 

AND WITHIN A FEW MINUTES WERE JOINED BY PERL AND PERL-S BROTHER, 

SAM. AT THIS TIME HE INTRODUCED PERL TO HIS WIFE AND SISTER IN LAW, I 

AND THE CROUP WENT TO THE BIRD IN HAND RESTAURANT FOR DINNER. THAT ! 

' ' * I 

AFTER DINNER THEY WERE JOINED BY ONE, JOEL BARR, AND THAT THEY PROCEEDED ! 
TO JOEL BARR-S PENTHOUSE APARTMENT AND HAD A PARTY, THAT AFTER THE ! 

* I 

PARTY THEY DROPPED OFF RUTH JaLSCHER, AND HE, HELENE, JULIUS ROSENBERG, 

PERL, AND BARR WENT TO THE APARTMENT OF ONE, ALFRED SARANT, LOCATED 
AT MORTON ST., NYC, WHERE THEY PLAYED RECORDS AND HAD A GENERAL 
CONVERSATION. THAT ABOUT CHRISTMAS FORTYSIX, HE, ELITCKER HIS WIFE 
HELENE, JOEL BARR, AND PERL WENT TO DINNER AT THE BLUE MILL RESTAURANT, ! 
NYC, AND HERE LATER JOINED BY MORTON SOBELL AND MRS. S06ELL. LATER j 

THAT EVENING, THEY ALL WENT TO JULIUS ROSENBERG-S HOME AND MET 
ETHEL ROSENBERG, DURING A 6NERAL CONVERSATION, PERL DISCUSSED HIS 
THEORIES ON BRINGING UP CHILDREN. IN CROSS EXAMINATION, MAX 
ELITCHER ADMITTED HE WAS A MEMBER OF CP FROM THIRTYNINE TO FORTYEIGHT, i 

I 

AND THAT ME FAILED TO INDICATE THIS ON A NAVY LOYALTY QUESTIONNAIRE. ^ 

I 

THAT IN FORTYFOUR, JULIUS ROSENBERG ASKED HIM FOR INFO FOR THE ! 

I 

« * t I 

SOVIET UNION, AND IT WAS NOT UNTIL FIFTY THAT HE TOLD THE FBI. THAT ! 
END OF PAGE TWO 
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HE HAD NEVER BEEN INDICTED FOR THIS OFrENSE, PETER PREMN, ASST. 
REGISTRAR, CCNY, PRODUCED SCHOLASTIC RECORDS OF ROSENBERG, SOBELL, 

AND PERL, AND A CLASSROOM CHART REFLECTING COMMON CLASSES OF THE THREE 
FROM THIRTYFOUR TO THIRTYEIGHT. THE CHART REFLECTED PERL AND SOBELL 
TOOK EIGHT COURSES TOGETHER, AND PERL AND JULIUS ROSENBERG TOOK ' 

TWO COURSES TOGETHER. HILDIJNC DAHLGREN, SA, FBI, HAS SHORN AS HITNESS, 
BUT DEFENSE CONCEDED QUALIFICATIONS AND CONCEDED THAT FOUR DOCUMENTS 
CONTAINING HANDWRITING SPECIMENS AND TWO QUESTIONED DOCUMENTS HERE 
ALL WRITTEN BY PERL. AUSA THEN READ THE QUESTIONED DOCUMENTS TO THE 
JURY, ONE OF WHICH HAS DATED FEB. FOUR, FORTY, AND CONTAINED A SENTENCE 

t 

THAT, MY FRIEND CAME DOWN FROM WASHINGTON, THE BOY WHO OWNS THE 

DRUGSTORE, SOBELL, LOOKING* FOR A NEW JOB. THE OTHER, A LETTER DATED 

OCT. THREE, FORTYONE, CONTAINING A SENTENCE THAT, A FRIEND OF MINE 

/ 

JUST QUIT A TWENTYSIX HUNDRED DOLLAR JOB TO CO BACK TO SCHOOL* AND 
STUDY RADIO. NO CROSS EXAMINATION. PORTIONS OF SOBELL-S PERSONNEL 
FILE WERE THEN OFFERED IN EVIDENCE WITHOUT OBJECTION, REFLECTING HE 
RESIGNED FROM US NAVY, BUREAU OF ORDNANCE OCT. ONE, FORTYONE TO PURSUE 
STUDIES, AND THAT HE WAS EMPLOYED AS ASST. ENGINEER, TWENTYSIX HUNDRED 
DOLLARS PER ANNUM. EDWARD GROESBECK, ASST. REGISTRAR, UNIV. OF 



END OF PAGE THREE 
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MICHIGAN, PRODUCED THE STUDENT RECORD OF MORTON SOBELL. DEFENSE 
CONCEDED THAT SOBELL HAS STUDENT AT THE UNIV. OF MICHIGAN PROM SEPT, 
FORTTONE TO JBNE FORTYTHO, MILTON M, KLEIN HAD JUST BEGUN TO TESTIFY 
WHEN COURT RECESSED FOR LUNCH, SA HILDING DAKLCREN HILL REMAIN NYC 
THROUGH THURSDAY TO BE USED AS REBUTTAL HITNESS. 
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WILLIAM PERL, WA*, ESP R, PERJURY. COVERN'MENT RESTED ONE PM '' 

THIS DATE. ANTICIPATED DOICEX HILDING L. DAHLGREN AND SA DAVID 
A. tfiBLE WILL BE RELEASED FOR RETURN ON MAY TWENTY ONE NEXT, 

LATE AFTERNOON. USA HAS REQUESTED THEIR PRESENCE FOR POSSIBLE / . 

' : 7 /' *‘‘‘ 

rebuttal AFTER CROSS EXAMINATION OF DEFENDANT. ^ 
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WILLIAM PERL, ESP-R, PERJURY. TRIAL SUMMARY AFTERNOON SESSION. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION OF PERL CONTINUED. PERL TESTIFIED THAT HE RE- 


GALED BUYING CAR IN NINETEEN FORTY EIGHT BUT NEVER RECALLED SEE- 
ING THE WITNESSES WHO TESTIFIED THIS MORNING OP EVER BEING WITH 
MICHAEL OR ANN SIDOROVICH^HE NEVER RECALLED HEARING THEIR NAMES 
NOR COULD HE IDENTIFY PHOTOGRAPHS OF THEM. HE TESTIFIED THAT HE 



SUBSEQUENTLY TOLD THE CRANPJURY THAT HE RECALLED MORTON SO BELL 

# 

F’ROM CCNY DAYS AND THAT WAS AS A RESULT OF THE FACT THAT HE HAD 


TIME TO CALM DOWN AND THINK IT OVER. THAT HE HAD NEVER ATTEMPTED 


TO QUOTE PLAY END QUOTE ANYTHING DOWN AND HAD ALWAYS TOLD THE 


TRUTH. THAT HE HAD SUBSEQUENTLY ADVISED THE GRAND JURY THAT HE 


HAD AN AWARENESS OF JULIUS ROSENBERG. THAT ALL ANSWERS HE GAVE 


grand jury were THE TRUTH AT THE TIME HE TESTIFIED. THAT HE COULD 


NOT NOW RECALL BEING AT THE PARTY AT THE BIRD IN HAND RESTAURANT 


IN NINETEEN FORTY TWO NOR CAN HE NOW RECALL' IN NINETEEN FORTY SIX 


THE CHRISTMAS PARTY AT THE ROSENBERGS, AND HE COULD NOT RECALL 
MEETING MRS. ELIFCHER AT THE US COURTHOUSE IN NINETEEN FIFTY. 


THAT HE CANNOT RECALL ONE INSTANCE WHEN HE WAS WITH JULIUS ROSEN 




BERG, MORTON SOBELL OR EITHER OF THE SIDOROVICKS. THAT HE HAD 
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PAGE TWO 

BEEN SEEKING A TRIAL EVER SINCE HIS INDICTMENT AND ARREST IN MARCH 
NINETEEN FIFTV ONE. AT THIS POINT PROSECUTION RESTED. CROSS EXAM- 
INATION OF THE DEFENSE VAS CONDUCTED BY CHIEF ASSISTANT LLOYD 
MC MAHON. IN CROSS EXAMINATION PERL TESTIFIED THAT IN AUGUST 
NINETEEN FIFTY HE DID NOT KNOW HELENE ELITCHER VAS MAX ELITCHER-S 
WIFE. HE RECALLED MAX ELITCHER AND NOW RECALLS POSSIBLY MEETING 
HELENE ELITCHER SOMETIME BEFORE NINETEEN FIFTY BUT CANNOT RECALL 
THE PLACE OP CIRCUMSTANCES. THAT HE DID NOT DISCOUNT THE POSSI- 
BILITY OF MEETING HELENE ELITCHER AT THE BLUE MILL RESTAURANT IN 

V 

NINETEEN FORTY FOUR OR THE ROSENBERGS APARTMENT IN NINETEEN FORTY 
SIX BUT HAD NO RECOLLECTION OF SUCH A MEETING. HE WAS QUESTIONED 
CONCERNING U. 5. ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION PERSONNEL ^SECURITY 
QUESTIONNAIRE DATED NOV., EIGHTEEN NINETEEN FORTY NINE SIGNED UNDER 
GATH WHEREIN HE STATED HE HAD BEEN MARRIED SINCE NINETEEN FORTY 
FOUR AND HAD BEEN MARRIED AT CLEVELAND, OHIO. HE TESTIFIED THAT 
HE HAD ENTERED INTO A COMMON LAW MARRIAGE WITH HIS PRESENT WIFE AND 
HAD SEPARATED BUT HAD FOUND OUT AN ATTEMPT ON HIS PART TO SEEK 
A DIVORCE WAS INVALID. THAT HE HAD SUBSEQUENTLY REMARRIED THE 

( SAME WOMAN, HENRIETTA SAVIDCE. ‘HE ADMITTED THAT A STATEMENT IN 
NACA LOYALTy BOARD QUESTIONNAIRE SIGNED UNDER OATH THAT HE HAD BEEN 
MARRIED AT NYC AND DIVORCED IN RENO IN NINETEEN FORTY SIX WAS 
FALSE. THAT HE HAD MADE THIS STATEMENT BECAUSE WHEN HE HAD 

END PAGE TWO 
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SEPARATED FROM HIS WIFE, SHE HAD ASKED HIM TO STATE THAT THE SEP- 
ARATION WAS DUE TO A RENO DIVOKCE. HE HAS QUESTIONED WITH REFER- 
ENCE TO A LISTING OF ADDRESSES TOR THE PAST TEN YEARS ON THE 
AFOREMENTIONED PSQ DATED NOV*, EIGHTEEN NINETEEN FORTY NINE. HE 
ADMITTED THAT SIXTY FIVE MORTON STREET, NYC, HAS NOT LISTED ALTHOUGH 
HE LIVED THERE OFF AND ON FROM NINETEEN FORTY SIX TO NINETEEN FORTY 
EIGHT. HE STATED THAT THIS HAS OMITTED THROUGH INADVERTANCE AND 
THE fact that HE DID NOT CONSIDER THIS A RESIDEI^CE. THAT HE HAD NO 
RECOLLECTION QF SEEING JULIUS ROSENBERG AT SIXTY FIVE MORTON STREET* 
AN NYC VOTING REGISTRATION BOOK WAS ADMITTED INTO EVIDENCE REFLECT- 
INC THAT ON OCT., TEN NINETEEN FORTY SEVEN PERL HAD LISTED HIS VOTING 
RESIDENCE AS SIXTY Five NORTON STREET. THE CROSS EXAMINATION OF 
DEFENDANT HAS INTERRUPTED AT THIS TIME TO ALLOW TESTIMONY OF TWO 
CHARACTER WITNESSES. HENRY M. FOLEY, FIVE TWO FIVE WEST THIRTY 
EIGHTH STREET, NYC, PROFESSOR OF PHYSICS, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, 
TESTIFIED HE HAD RECEIVED HIS PH.D. IN NINETEEN FORTY TWO, UNIVER- 
SITY OF MICHIGAN AM) KNEW PERL AS A STUDENT IN NINETEEN FORTY SEVEN 
AND NINETEEN FORTY EIGHT. HE BECAME BETTER ACQUAINTED WITH PERL 
IN THE FALL OF NINETEEN FIFTY THROUGH NINETEEN Fifty qNE THROUGH 
COURSES GIVEN AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. THAT ALL CONTACTS OF HIS WITH 
PERL WERE OF A PROFESSIONAL NATURE AND THAT PERL HAD A GENERAL 

s 5 ' 5 f J/e?- 
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REPUTATION OF HONESTY, TRUTHFULNESS, INTERGRI TV AND VERACITY. 

IN CROSS EXAMINATION STATED HE DID NOT KNOW JULIUS ROSENMERC, 
NORTON S06ELL, HELENE ELITCHER^ MICHAEL OR ANN SIDORCVICH OP ANY 
0*“ THE FACTS ABOUT INSTANT TRIAL. BERNARD HUGHES, ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR OF PHYSICS, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, PREVIOUSLY AT 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY TESTIFIED THAT HE HAD KNOWN PERL SINCE NINE* 
TEEN FORTY SIX, WORKED TOGETHER WITH HIM FROM THE FALL OF NINE- 
TEEN FIFTY TO THE FALL OF NINETEEN fifTVTWO. THAT PERL ENJOYED 
AN EXCELLENT REPUTATION, IN CROSS EXAMINATION §,TATED HE DID NOT 
KNOW JULIUS R0SEN3r.RG, MORTON SOBELL, HELENE ELITCHER, MICHAEL OR 
ANN SIDOROVICH OK ANY OF THE FACTS CONCERNING THIS TRIAL. CROSS 
EXAMINATION OF PERL CONTINUED, A NINETEEN FORTY EIGHT NYC VOTING 
REGISTER INTRODUCED INTO EVIDENCE REFLECTING PERL-S ADDRESS TO BE 
SIXTY FIVE MOPTON STPfET, NYC, COUNSEL FOR PERL NOTED THAT THE 
BUSINESS ADDRESS LISTED WAS NINE THREE SIX TIFFANY STREET, NYC, 

THE RESIDENCE OF HIS PARENTS, PERL TESTIFIED THAT HE CANNOT RECALL 
SIGNING THE BOOK OR VOTING, APPLICATIONS FOR DOMESTIC MONEY ORDERS 
FROM FERL RESIDING SIXTY FIVE MORTON STREET, PAYABLE TO ALFRED 
SARAlit FOR THE YEARS NINETEEN FORTY SEVEN AND NINETEEN FORTY EIGHT 
WERE INTRODUCED INTO EVIDENCE, AT THIS POINT TRIAL ADJOURNED UNTIL 
TEN A. M, TOMORROW MORNING, JUDGE RYAN STATED IT IS ANTICIPATED 
THAT THE CASE WILL GO TO THE JURY FRIDAY, 

BOARDMAN 
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WILLIAM PERL, WAS, ESP - R, PERJURY. TRIAL SUMMARY, MORN I n 2 sfe S V(jN • j 
CROSS EXAMINATION OF PERL CONTINUES. TESTIFIED THAT BEFORE BEING • 
5UBP0ENED BY FCJ WAS QUESTIONED BY ryi jw CLEVELAND CONCERNING 'CjP 


MICHAEL SIDOROVICH, MORTON SOBELL AND JULIUS ROSENBERG. THAT TO THE 
BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION HE WAS NOT QUESTIONED CONCERNING HELEN 
ELITCHER, AT THE TIME HE TESTIFIED HE 

HONESTLY DID NOT RECALL THE ACOREMENTIONED INDIVIDUALS. THAT HE 
THOUGHT -THE GJ WAS ASKING IF HE WERE INTIMATELY ACQUINATED WITH THESE 
INDIVIDUALS. LATER WHEN HE RECALLED SOBELL HE STATED HE WAS IN A DIFFER- 
ENT STATE or MIND, THAT HE PAID RENT AT SIXTYFIVE MORTON ST., NYC, AT 
INTERVALS DURING FORTYSEVEN AND FORTYEIGHT. THAT ON NINE MONEY 
ORDERS HE CAVE SIXTYFIVE MORTON ST. AS HIS ADDRESS. THAT HE MAY 
HAVE USED SIXTYFIVE MORTON ST. AS HIS ADDRESS AT COLUMBIA UNIV. THAT 
HE SUBLET THE APARTMENT FROM AL SARANT AND HAD TWO ADDRESSES SIMULTAN- 
EOUSLY AND USED BOTH. HE MADE NO ATTEMPT TO CONCEAL THIS ADDRESS, 

HAD NO REASON TO LIE, NEVER MET JULIUS ROSENBERG AT THE APT. AND 


DID NOT KNOW IP AL SARANT WAS A FRIEND O^JULIUS ROSEI^ERG.^ THAT A 

ounamstatmsD 
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PARE TWO 
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* i 

STATE HENT HE MADE TO THE LOYALTY BOARD UNDER OATH APRIL TWENTYTtfO 
FIFTY THAT WITH THE EXCEPTION OF ONE OR TWO OCCASIONS HE NEVER SAW 
SARANT WAS NOT A LIE. THAT iHE WAS INTRODUCED TO SARANT BY JOEL 
BARR. HE IDENTIFIED THE HANDWRITING OF THE LETTER DATED SEPT. 

TWENTYONF EOPTYSIX AS HIS WHICH WAS ADDRESSED TO DEAR PUSS AND AL 

^ f 

WRITTEN ON ''PIENDLY TERMS. THAT PUSS AND AL REFERRED TO WIPE PROBABLY 
MR. AND MRS. ALFRED SARANT. THAT ANOTHER LETTER UNDATED ADDRESSED TO DEA^ 
AL THANKING HIM FOR A CHECK, EXTENDING HIS IdVE TO PUSS AND RFGAPDS 
TO MR. AND MRS. ROSS, MENTION WAS MADE OF MICROFILM AND JOEL BARR WAS 
IN HIS HANDWRITING, THAT ANOTHER LETTER ADDRESSED TO DEAR PUSS 
AND SIGNED LOVE BILL WAS IN HIS HANDWRITING. THAT PUSS AND AL WERE 
MR. AND MRS. ALFRED SARANT AND HE MIGHT HAVE MET THEM ON A FEW OCCASIONS 
RATHER THAN ONE OR TWO, THAT HE HAD PLAYED DOWN CERTAIN ASSOCIATIONS 
BECAUSE OF CP CONNECTIONS. THAT IN A STATEMENT TO THE FBI HE MINIMIZED 
HIS ASSOCIATION WITH JOEL BARR AND ALFRED SARANT, THAT THE COULD 
NOT RECALL WHETHER SARANT PLAYED A GUITAR, HE WAS EXHIBITED AN 
affidavit DATED APRIL TWENTYTWO FIFTY TO THE NACA LOYALTY HOARD J 

WHERIN HE STATED THAT HE WAS NEVER IN CLOSE OR SYMPATHETIC ASSOCIATION 

I 

CORR LINE 7 LAST WD SHD BE • DEAR" | 

END OF PAGE TWO ' f 



0 


4 



PACE THREE » 
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WITH AL SARANT. THAT AFTER GRADUATION IK THIRTYNINE UNTIL FORTYSIX 

HE DID NOT SEE ANY MEMBER OF HIS GRADUATING CLASS INCLUDING JOEL 

BARR* HE IDENTIFIED THE HANDWRITING AS HIS ON AN UNDATED LETTER. 

ADDRESSED TO DEAR JOEL ENCLOSED IS A NOMINAL SUM OF MONEY FOR THE 

GUITAR. THANKS TO AL. THAT HE COULD NOT RECALL WRITING THIS LETTER 

BUT AFTER READING IT HIS RECOLLECTION WAS REFRESHED AND HE BELIEVES 

THAT HIS WIFE PROBABLY COT THE GUITAR FROM JOEL BARR. WHEN A LETTER 

OF APRIL EIGHT FORTYFIVE WAS READ ADDRESSED DEAR JOEL GUITAR RECEIVED, 

PAY YOU.NEXT TIME. THEN HE DISCUSSED A VACATION TRIP. LETTER ALSO 

CONTAINS A STATEMENT WHATS MORTIE DOING FOR A VACATION AND SIGNED 

HEDDIE AND WILL. THAT HE DID NOT KNOW WHO MORTIE WAS IN THIS LETTER 

BUT COULD NOT DENY IT MIGHT BE MORTON SOBELL. DENIED KNOWINGLY 

ATTENDING ANY CP MEETINGS AT COLLEGE ALTHOUGH HE MIGHT HAVE ATTENDED 1 

» 

YCL CROUP MEETINGS BUT HAD NO SUCH RECOLLECTION. THAT HE KNOWS * 

» 

WHO VIVIAN CLASSMAN IS AND KNEW WHO SHE WAS IN JULY FIFTY. THAT ! 

SHF WAS A FRIEND OF JOEL BARR. THAT HE HAD SEEN HER SEVERAL TIMES IN J 

r 

k 

END OF PAGE THREE 
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THE PRESENCE OP BARR AND ON SEVERAL OTHER OCCASIONS* THAT HE LIVED 
A WEEK IN THE APARTMENT OP VIVIAN GLASSMAN-S SISTER ONE TIME AND HAD* 
SEEN VIVIAN DURING THAT VISIT* THAT HE COULD NOT RECALL ANY REASON 
FOR OPENING A BANK ACCOUNT IN THE LOWER EAST SIDE IN JULY FORTYSIX, 

ONE BLOCK FROM VIVIAN CLASSMAN-S HOUSE* HE IDENTiriED THE SIGNATURE 
ON THE BANK ACCOUNT AS HIS* THAT WHEN VIVIAN CLASSMAN VISITED HIM 
AT CLEVELAND SHE WROTE THE NAME JULIUS ROSENBERG ON A PIECE OF PAPER* 

ft 

THAT HE DID NOT RECALL ROSENBERG AT THAT TIME, EXCEPT FOR THE RECENT 
ARREST PUBLICITY* THAT WHEN VIVIAN CLASSMAN OFFERED HIM MONEY TO 
LEAVE THE COUNTRY AND MENTIONED THE NAME ROSENBERG, HE DID NOT KNOW 

f 

WHAT SHE WAS TALKING ABOUT. THAT HE DID NOT TELL THE FBI ABOUT THIS 
VISIT FOR SEVERAL DAYS, ALTHOUGH, HE KNEW HE WAS UNDER FBI SURVEILLANCE* 
HE DESTROYED THE PAPER GIVEN TO HIM BY VIVIAN CLASSMAN BECAUSE HE WAS 
UNDER A MENTAL STRAIN, IN RE DIRECT EXAMINATION, PERL TESTIFIED 
THAT HE FIRST MET HIS WIFE IN FORTYPOUR AND ENTERED INTO A COMMON 
LAW MARRIAGE IN THE FALL OF FORTYFOUR AND LIVED IN CLEVELAND AND NYC* 

IN THE FALL Or FORTYSIX HE RENTED THE APARTMENT AT SIXTYFIVE MORTON 
ST, FROM SAPANT AND ALSO LIVED AT HIS PARENTS- ADDRESS NINE THREE 
SIX TIFFANY ST, DURING THIS TIME* HE CONSIDERED BOTH AS ADDRESSES* 

END OF PACE FOUR ^ 
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THAT HE MINIMIZED HIS ASSOCIATION WITH JOEL BARR AND ALFRED SARANT 
BECAUSE HE WAS AFRAID HE WOULD LOSE HIS JOB I*" HE KNEW COMMUNISTS# 

THAT HE DID NOT KNOW THAT SARANT AND BARR WERE MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNIST ’ 
PARTY# IN RESPONSE TO HIS ATTORNEY-S QUESTION, "DID YOU KNOW 
VIVIAN CLASSMAN," HE STATED HE COULD NOT ANSWER THAT QUESTION# HE 
STATED HE HAS NOT SEEN HER, HAS NOT TALKED TO HER, AND DID NOT KNOW 
WHAT THE WORD /’KNOW" MEANT, THE JUDGE ASKED HIM HIS CONCEPT OF 

THE WORD AND PERL STATED HE WOULD HAVE TO LOOK IT UP IK A DICTIONARY# 

* 

PERL STATED THAT HE IS NOT OR HAS EVER BEEN A MEMBER OF THE COMMUNIST " 
PARTY, WAS NEVER ENGAGED IN SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES, WAS A LOYAL AS 
THE NEXT FELLOW, BUT DOES NOT BELIEVE IN BEATING HIS BREAST ABOUT IT. 

THAT IN MARCV pI*TY, AUSA ROY COHN TOLD HIM IN FRONT OF HIS ATTORNEY 
AMD A GROUP OP OTHER AUSA-S TO CONFESS OR HE WOULD BE INDICTED# THAT 
HE WAS GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITf TO MAKE A rURTHER STATEMENT AND STATED 


THAT HE HAD NOTHING TO CONPESS# MRS# DORIS STOWE, TWO NAUGHT FOUR 
EAST PIFTYPIRST ST#, NYC, EMPLOYED U«, RECORDS SECTION, TESTIFIED 


END OF PAGE PI WE 
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PACE SIX 


THAT SHE HAD VOLUNTEERED EARLY THIS MORNING TO BE A CHARACTER 
WITNESS, SHE HAD KNOWN PERL AND HIS WIPE SINCE pOPTYNINE AND THAT PERL 
ENJOYED AN EXCELLENT REPUTATION FOR TRUTH, HONESTY, AND INTEGRITY, 

THAT PERL HAD DlfPlCULTY REMEMBERING NAMES AND PACES, IN RESPONSE TO 
A QUESTION PROM JUDGE RYAN, SHE STATED THAT PERL NEVER HAD ANY DIPPICULTY 
REMEMBERING HER NAME, IN CROSS 

LASH EXAMINATION, SHE TESTIFIED THAT SHE KNEW NOTHING ABOUT THE FACTS 
OF INST, CASE, THE DEFENSE AND PROSECUTION BOTH RESTED, JUDGE RYAN 

V 

DENIED A MOTION FOR A JUDGEMENT OF ACQUITTAL ON ALL FOUR 
COUNTS, SUMMATIONS WILL COMMENCE THIS AFTERNOON. JUDGE RYAN WILL 


CHARGE THE JURY FRIDAY MORNING MORNING AND CASE WILL GO TO JURY 
FRIDAY, CHIEF AUSA LLOYD C, MC MA NN AND AUSA ROBERT MARTIN WERE 
ADVISED OF THE AVAILA BILITY OF BUREAU AGENTS T O REFUTJ iJ>XRL»S 
STATEMENT THAT AGENTS TOLD HIM ROSENBERG AND S08ELL WERE GOING TO FRY 


THEY STATED THEY Dll) NOT DESIRE TO PLACE THIS TESTIMONY 


Il^J J^AL_AS_I1L MIGH T_TEND TO CO NFUSE THE ISSUES OF THF CAfiF TO 
THE JU^^., 

' BOARDMAN 
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WILLIAM PERL, ESP - R, PERJURY, TRIAL SUMMARY AFTERNOON SESSION,' ^ 
SUMMATION FOR DEFENSE GIVEN TO JURY THIS AFTERNOON BY RAYMOND WISE, 
DEPEN£E COUNSEL. STATED THAT WHEN PERL ANSWERED ALL QUESTIONS i'EvukL 
THE i^‘,J HE BELIEVE!; THE ANSWERS TO BE TRUE, WITH REFERENCE TO THE 
COUNT CONCERNING MORTON SOBELL, WISE STATED THE ISSUE IS WHETHER HE 
KNEW SOBELL NOT WHETHER HE EVER MET SOBELL, WHAT DID THE QUESTIONS 
MEAN TO PERL,* PERL FELT QUOTE KNOW END QUOTE MEANT INTIMATE ACQUAIN- 
TANCE AND THAT THE JURY WAS .TRYING TO FIND OUT JUST THAT NOT WHETHER 
HE HAP EVER «ET SOSELL, HE STATED HE PERSONALLT DOUBTS THAT THE SOCIAL 
AFFAIRS TESTIFIED TO BY KAX ELITcHEH IH FORTYFOUR AHD TORTYSIX EVER 
CCCURRED. ATTAtKER ELITCHER AS AK ADMITTED PERJURER, A COMMUNIST 
FOR NINE YEARS AND ON IW TOHIVTOUR, UHO WAS ASKED BY JULIUS PCSEN-RERG 
TO FURNISH INFO 10 THE SOVIET UNION WHO DID NOT REPORT IT TO THE 
PPI UNTIL caught UR WITH IN EIFTY, WHO IS STILL WALKING AROUND TODAY 
A FREE MAN. HE DID NOT BOTHER TO CROSS EXAMINE HELENE ELITCHER 
BECAUSE SHE WOULD ONLY CORROBORATE HER HUSBAND. BUT ACTUALLY 'THE '' 

SOBELL IF THESE SOCML AFFAIRS DID KOI/fklkj WAS In 

tc wMfsuHMa S9 3/^ ~f^/l ^ 


tc wMfsuHMa S 9 3 /^ ~f^/l 

EKDOrPA^ONE »»-<13a)100M ^^|«AY 26 1953 

t> 3 JUN 5 1953 ^ 
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RTlfMNE. THAT KLiIk WOULD HAVE BEEN A CHARACTER WITNESS rOR PERL 
Al-O BR. SHAPIRO ONLY PLACED PERL AND SOBELL ,N SCHOOL TOGETHER. HE 
stated THAT HE DID NOT DENY THAT PERL MET SOBELL RUT DID DENY THAT HE 
LIED. HE STATED THAT THE SAME ARGUMENT WOULD APPLY TO THE COUNT 
COKERMNG JULIUS PC5ENBERG*. CONCERNING HELENE ELITCHER HE STATED 
THAT EVEN ASSUMING SHE MET PERL IN FORTYPOUR AND FOPTYSIX HE DID \ 

NOT REMEMBER HER AND THAT THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE INTRODUCED IN THE 
TRIAL SHOWING THAT PERL KNEW, HER AS OUOTE HELENE END OUOTE. PERL JUST 
DID NOT REMEMBER HEP. WITH REFERENCE TO THE SIDOlfeOVlCH COUNT PERL 
JUST DID NOT REMEMBER THIS ISOLXATED INCIDENT IN THE GJ ROOM AND 
HE Did NOT CORES EXAMINE THE WITNESSES ON THIS COUNT BECAUSE NO 
EVIDENCE WAS EVER INTRODUCED BY THE GOVT. THAT PERL KNEW THESE 
INDIVIDUALS BY NAME. HE STATED THAT AFTER AN ASSOCIATION WITH HIF 
CLIENT FOR THREE YEARS, PERL IS STILL A MYSTERY, A YOUNG EINSTEIN, 

A GENIUS WITH A MIND OF UNUSUAL COMPLEXITIES. THAT HIS SUBCCNSlIOUS 
MIND HAS ACTUALLY BLOCKED OUT ALL THESE INCIDENTS. THAT PERL DID NOT 
DISAPPEAR LIKE BARR AND SARANT BUT ANSWERED ALL QUESTIONS, 

WAS ALWAYS COOPERATIVE. THAT A SISTER OF HIS HAD DID IN AN INSANE 
ASLYUM AND ANOTHER SISTER HAD BEEN AN INMATE. THAT GENIUS AND INSANITY 


END OF PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 


IS SEPARATED ONLY BY A THIN LINE, THAT THE CONFUSION BETi^EE N NEW YORK 
AND CLEVELAND CONCERNING PERL-S MARITAL STATUS EXISTED BECAUSE IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE JUST WHERE A COMMON LAW MARRIAGE COMMENCED. 

HIS MENTION Or THE RENO DIVORCE WAS OUT OF CHIVALRY. PERL HAD NO 
MOTIVE TO PURGER HIMSELF AND WISE ASKED FOR AN ACQUITTAL ON ALL FOUR 
COUNTS. LLOYD MC MAHON CHIEF ASST. USA, SUMMED UP FOP THE GOVT. 
EMPHASIZED THE DISINTERESTED WITNESSES FROM CLEVELAND WHO TESTIFIED 
IN COUNT FOUR RE SIDOROVICH, POINTED OUT THE OTHER COUNTS ARE SUPPORTED 
py TESTIMONY AND DOCUMFNTARY EVIDENCE AND HE REVIEWED THE EVIDENCE 
PRESENTED AT THE TRIAL. HF POINTED OUT THAT LETTERS OF WILLIAM 
PERL IN HIS OWN HANDWRITING REFER TO S09ELL AND CORROBORATED EUTCHER-S 
TESTIMONY, HE POINTED OUT THAT THE FBI HAD QUESTIONED PERL CONCEPNING 
THE INDIVIDUALS REFERRED TO IN THE COUNTS AND THAT VIVIAN GLASSMAN-S 
TRI® TO SEE PERL EMPHASIZED THE NAME JULIUS ROSENBERG. ALL THIS 
HAPPENED BEFORE PERL-S TESTIMONY BEFORE THE FGJ. THAT PERL WAS 
SO CAUGHT UP WITH HIS OWN LIES THAT HE COULD NOT EVEN ANSWER A QUESTION 
ON THE WITNESS STAND. THE GOVT. ASKED FOP CONVICTION ON ALL FOUR 
COUNTS. JUDGE RYAN STATED HE WOULD CHARGE THE JURY AT TE« AM FRIDAY 
morning and THE CASF WOULD SHORTLY THERAFTER GO TO THE JURY FOR * 


DELIBERATION. 
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**• PERJURY* TRIAL SUMMARY, HORNING 

SESSION. HONORAPLE SYLVESTER RYAK, TEN AM TODAY, CHARGED JURY. JURY 

RET IREIi E LEVE N 2ER0 FIVE AM TOR DELI B EP ATI ON. JUDGE RYAN EXPLAINED 
TO THE yupy yy^j; PRESUMPTION OF INNOCENCE, THE QUESTION Or RESONABLE DOUg" 
THE HEIGHT OF TESTIMONY OF WITNESSES, THEIR BIAS OP PREJUDICE. HE IN- 
STRUtTEDTHE JUPY TO CONSIDER FOR EVIDENCE THE GOOD CHARACTER OF THE 
, defendant. THAT THEY MUST NOT INFER PARTICIPATION IN ESPiONAGE 

Activities, claimed that there was no charge of espionage in this 
case, that The sole issue is pep jury and the sole test is whether 
defendant testified undb:r oath contrary to his belief or told the 
truth, it is stated that the defense CONCEDED THAT THE DEFENDANT WAS 
A WITNESS before THE frj AND HAD TESTIFIED AFTER AN OATH HAD BEEN 
ADMINISTERED. HE CHARGED AS A MATTER OF LAW THAT THE FOREMAN OF THE 
FGJ WAS AUTHOR r2FD TO ADMINISTER OATH AND CHARGED AS A MATTER ^AW 
THE QUESTIONS ASKED WERE MATFRIAL, HE REINTERATED THAT THE /ONLY 

^ DEsfeSfi® 

(OPIES ... _ , y 

RS8 m2>2^ 47 / Ia^ 
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ON EACH COUNT VAS WHETHER THE DEFENDANT WILLINGLY 
AND knowingly TESTIFIED CONTRARY TO HIS TRUE ACTUAL BELIET AND THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT MUST PROVE THAT THE TESTIMONY OP THE DEFENDANT WAS 
WILFULLY false. HE STATED THAT IN ORDER FOR THE JURY TO CONVICT ON A 
COUNT OF PERJURY THEY MUST BELIEVE THE DIRECT TESTIMONY OF TWO 
WITNESSES OR ONE WITNESS PLUS CORROBORATIVE CIRCUMSTANCES. HE 
EXPLAINED CORROBORATIVE EVIDENCE, DIRECT EVIDENCE AND CIRCUMSTANTIAL 
EVIDENCE* HE SAID THAT THE STATE OF THE DEFENDANT**S MIND AT THE TIME OF 
HIS TESTIMONY COULD ON) Y BE ESTABLISHED BY PROPER INFERENCES, OUTWARD 

f • 

MANIFESTATIONS, AND HIS OVERT ACTS. HE REVIEWED EACH COUNT IN THE 
INDItTMF.NT AND THE TESTIMONY CONCERNING THEM. ON COUNT ONE, RE 
MORTCN S03ELL, HE POINTED OUT THAT THE GOVERNMENT SUPPORTED THIS COUNT 
WITH THE TESTIMONY OF MAX AND KEL^ ELITCHER, MILTON KLEIN AND JACK 
6HAPIR0* HE REVIEWED THE TESTIMONY OF EACH. HE STATED THAT THt 
'government FURTHER INTRODUCED AS EXHIBITS THE RECORD OF CCNY REFLECTING 
■CLASS ENROLLMENT, A LETTER OF THE DEFENDANT MAXING REFERENCE TO A FRIEND 
LEAVING A TWENTYSIX HUNDRED DOLLARS POSITION AND GOING TO THE UNIVERSITY 
OF MICHIGAN, HE MADE FURTHER REFERENCE TO THE OTHER LETTER CONCERNING 


END PACE TWO 



PACE THREE > . 

i 

SOBELL, ON COUNT TWO, RE HELENE ELITCHER, HE POINTED OUT THAT THE GOVT* v 
presented THE DIRECT TESTIMONY OP' MAX AND HELENE ELITCHER, THAT AS 
NO CORROBORATIVE EVIDENCE WAS INTRODUCED IT WAS NECESSARY THAT THE- JURY 
BELIEVE THE TESTIMONY OF THESE WITNESSES TO FIND DEPENDANT GUILTY ON 
THIS COUNT. COUNT THREE, RE JULIUS ROSENBERG, THAT MAX AND HELENE 
ELITCHER, MILTON KLEIN AND JACK SHARI FO TESTIFIED THE SAME AS IN COUNT 
ONE WITH THE ADDITION OP THE SUMMER OP NINETEEN FORTY FOUR MEETING WHICH 
INCLUDED DINNER AT THE BIRD AND HAND RESTAURANT AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS AT 
THE APARTMENTS OF JOEL BARR AND ALFRED SARANT, HE ^OTED THAT THE RECORD 
OF CUNY WERE PRODUCED AS CORROBORATIVE EVIDENCE. COUNT FOUR, RE MICHAEL 
AND ANN SIDOROV ICH, STATED THAT. THE GOVERNMENT PRESENTED THE DIRECT 
TESTIMONY OF ROBERT PFLECER AND «APIE BEIER CONCERNING PURCHASE 6p CAR. 
ALSO THE TESTIMONY Op MRS. PFLEGER AND ELIZABETH BROWN AS CORROBORATIVE 
EVIDENCE. JUDGE RYAN STATED THAT THE DEFENDANT TESTIFIED VOLUNTARILY AS 
A WITNESS AND THEREFORE HIS TESTIMONY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED SAME AS 
j END PACE THREE 
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PACE FOUR 

ANY OTHER WITNESS. HE REVIEWED PERL-S DIRECT TESTir<ONY INCLUDING HIS 
BACKGROUND AND ENPLOVJ^FNT. HE POINTED OUT THAT PERL HAD TESTIFIED THAT 
PRIOR TO HIS rcj iiPPZARANCES HE HAD BEEN UNDEP INVESTIGATION AND 
INTERROGATION BY FBI AND HAS IMMERSED IN HIS WORK, THAT THIS HAD AFFECTfl) 
HIS STATE OF MIND, THAT HE HAD CONSULTED AN ATTORNEY AND KNEW IF HE 

A * 

LIED BEFORE THE FGJ HE WOULD BE SUBJECT TO PERJURY PROSECUTIONS AND HE 
FURNISHED THE ANSWERS HE BELIEVED TRUTHFUL, THAT ME THOUGHT THE GRAND 
JURY WAS QUESTIONING HIM CONCERNING INTIMATE AND CLOSE ASSOCIATIONS. 

JUDGE RYAN INSTRUCTED THE JURY. THAT THE QUESTION WAS NOT WHETHER PERL ■ 
. HAD MET OR HAD ANY CONTACT WITH THESE INDIVIDUALS BUT WHETHER THE CONTACS ! 
WERE SO FREQUENT THAT HE HAD IN FACT KNOWN AND REMEMBERED THEM BY NAME 
AT'THE TIME HE TESTIFIED. HOW DID HE INTERPRET THE QUESTION, DID HE 
UNDERSTAND THE COMMON OR ACCEPTED MEANING OF THE QUESTION THAT IF PERL 
: END PAGE 
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PACF FIVE 

t 

answered truthful to the best of his belief THEV must acquit KIM AND IF 

CONTRARY TO HIS bELIEP THEY tiUST^FIND HIfi GUILTY, THAT THE FACT THAT 

IN HIS THIRD GRAND JURY APPEARANCE HE RECALLED MORTON SOBELL IS NO 

defense, he must tell THE TRUTH IN EACH INSTANCE AND SUBSEQUENT GRAND 

JURY TRUTHFULLNESS IS NO DErPNSE. HOWEVER, THE JURY MAY CONSIDER THIS 

ON THE QUESTION Of INTENTION ^ND BELIEF AND STATE OF MIND CONCERNING 
PREVIOUS TESTIMONY. 

BOARDMAN . 
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YIUWH reHL, YA8, ITU. ISP -. 1, PERJURY. TFlUOUfOlARY, WORWIMC /J ^ 

SESSION. SELECTION OP JURORS OOHPLETEO AT HORNJNC SESSION. *' 

# • 

HONORABLE SYLYESTCR J. STAN PRESIDINC. HNITEO STATES COVT. HEPRESENTIB . 
BY CHIIf ASST. US ATTORNEY, UOYD I. HCMAHOH, AND ASST. US ATTORNEYS 
HOBERT MARTIN AND NORHAN 8. BEICR. DEFENSE COUNCILS RAYMOND L. UISE, * 
STANLEY KANARAK AND RAYMOND I. YA8L.6N.' THE POLLOHINC JURORS SELECTEO- 
tAVRENCE U. PAYNE. 6CORCE PARKER SHUH, JOSEPH P. TRAPP, ARTHUR L. 

LARSON, CEORCE U. BONP2NE, LAURENCE P, SHERMAN, JR., FREDERICK A. . ; 

PURDY, CHARLES A. HEHDLER, PREEMAN LINCOLN, CLARA C. PIORI, * i 

HERMAN SOHMERFELD, UALYE HALCOLH BIT2. ALTERNATE JURORS THEODORE 
D. SlLVptER, JOHN U. FRIEDRICH. RAYHOND UISE OBJECTED TO PROCEDURE 
REQUIRINC THE DEFENSE TO EXERCISE THEIR PEREMPTORY CHALLENttS OF JURORS . 
BY ROUND AND THAT IF THESE CHALiCNCES HIRE NOT EXERCISED AT THAT TINE 
HERE CONSIDERED UAIVCD. MOTION TO DISMISS INDICTMENT ON CROUNDS THAT 
INDICTMENT FAILS TO SHOU JURISDICTION BY FCJ OR FOREMAN TO ADMINISTER, 
COUNTS OF INDlCTHtNT VIOLATION OF FIFTH AND SIXTH AMENDMENTS 
AND THAT SECTION. THREE JBEVENJNE^ONE OF TITLE EIGHTEEN UAS MOT CONSTI- * 
TUTIONAL UAS DENIED BY JUDGE RYAN. PERL CONTINUED AT TWENTY THOUSAND 
DOLURS BOND DURING TRIU. MCMAHON ADVISES COVT^ CASE TAKE 

THREE OR FOUR DAYS TO PRESENT. OPENING STATEWEJ^S TO W^^-TO 

^^0 TB. ltC«D|D»4, W 
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VkiH 1 FROM NEW YORK 

Director urgent 

ATTENTION FBI UB, 

WILLIAM^PERl, VA, ESP DASH R, PURJURY* RE ALBANY TEL MAY FOURTEEN 
ADVISING DESTRUCTION MONEY ORDER RECEIPTS AT ITHACA POST 'OFFICE LISTED IN 
NY TEL MAY ELEVEN LAST, AUSA STATED DOES NOT DESIRE TESTIMONY 

V 

OF WILLIAM CARPENTER, LAB REQUESTED TO ADVISE NYO IF PHOTOGRAPHIC 
COPIES THESE RECEIPTS RETAINED IN LAB FILE, IF SO REQUEST LAB 

t 

EXPERT BRING SUCH COPIES TO NYO AT TIME OF TRIAL, SUTEL NYO, 

FOR iVVORMATION FBI LAB, AUSA ADVISED TODAY LAB EXPERT DESIRED 

AT US ATTORNEY-S OFFICE, ROOM FOUR ZERO ONE, US COURT HOUSE FOLEY DQUARi; 

NYC NINE AN TUESDAY MAY NINETEEN NEXT, ASK FOR AUSA ROBERT MARTIN, 

EXPERT WILL TESTIFY MAY NINETEEN OR TWENTY NEXT, 

BOARDMAN 
ALBANY ADVISED 

MAY t9S3 
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UPl • UNITED STAxES government 
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Stueral toeeke ago. Father Fillian^&ordon, an August inian 

Father, telephoned Croeby in.ny office /row the office of Congress^ 

man Kersten, Father Gordon inquired if the Bureau had any interest 
in knowing the details of any conversations which might be held 
tween him and William, Perl who will be standing trial for par Jury 
in the very near future as an outgrowth of the Rosenberg case* Crosby 
told Father Gordon we would be very interested to Aear« 


On May 13, 1953, Crosby talked to Father Gordon again» 
Father Gordon stated he saw Perl on Saturday and Sunday at Spring 
Valley, Kew fork, in the home of Mr, HenrtsLeitnant, brother-in-law 
of Mr, Perl, Re said he had .quite a long titlk with Perl Sunday 
evening. The gist of Perils : observations was that he is a vieti* 
of eircuastanoe, that he practically did not know the Rosenborgs 
and is absolutely innocent of the perjury charge. Re informed Father 
Gordon that all he was interested in was a fair trial as he feels sure 
a Jury will acquit him. 


Crosby told Father Gordon it seemed strange to him that he 
had even bothered to initiate a contact with Father Gordon, Father 
Gordon stated it now appeared that the contact had actually initiated 
with Henri Leitnant, Perils brother-in-law and not with Perl» 


Crosby asked Father Gordon how an agent could get tn ^ouoA 
with him if it were desired to see him at greater length about his 
talks with Perl, Father Gordon said he would be very happy to see 
an agent at any time, that he resides at 123 Nassau Avenue, Malvern, 
Long Island, New Fork, Re requested that before he is contacted that 
on agent telephone him in order to ascertain his whereabouts^ Hie 
telephone nujaber is Rynbrosk 9-6961, 


ACTION: None, 
Intelligence Division and 


ec: Mr, Ladd 

Mr, Belmont 

FECtarm 


this is for the information of the Doswstie 
such action as they deem appropriate. 
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. *. V, eucgesUd that the Bureau consirler addresalnc letter£x/c£?L C 
wndatlon ^ UOTT F, MacMAHOH, newly appointed Chief Assistant to the D^S/ ^ 

“ Southern District of Kew fork, and Assistant U.S. Attorney Bohert 

.Itotto. . • • • . ■ ,A.. . ... ... . . 

handled the larger portion of the trial of WILLIAM PERL ^ i I ' 
'■SSi? *5® oottTlcUon of PERL on two counts ef perjury. At alltliBs ^ I i| 

^ preparation for the trial Mr, MaeMAHOH indicated hie wUUng- 1 / 

f ^ agents of this offioe. He made a deterlSd \ I 
prJw^, ^ diffieultles inposed by his relativo inexperience In Federal y\ | 

. . ^ Chief Asdetant n#S# Attonzejr It appeare that Mr. KatMAHCN 

:•. • *:' * ■ • t ■"■"■■" : ■ ., • , • • ■ . *j.-.:V.v J? • 

Mr. MacMAHOM was Assistant D.S. Attorney BOBIET MARTIK who will ’V * 

position in the near future as a result of the change 
of adndnistration. Mr. vauttm >ia.< . j x. . . .. ■nange _ f,Vv. 


tL assigned to him during th^teniai^ 

adn^stration and was conpletely familiar with the facts and ^ouas 

^ fit conducted the examination ef «any of*.the vith^aWfl'^A ^ 

■ooapa tent manner. :v ^^E5Sli^.>ar^ 

' xVI-VA*-. V 


i • ■ 




i a 




acojiOED.; . ^5-- 5^5/^- 


" '^9 jIjN 5531353 


■ v;;/ ^ 


291953 





« 



Office Msr/iwmidum 



UNITED Si’ATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (65-593X2) 


f(^nu»c I 


SAC, IFO (65-55W) ‘ 




WILLIAM PERL, «Ja«, 
ESPTONAf® - R 
PEHJtJRy 


DATE: 19^3 

( 


R« Bureau letter dated May 26, 19^3, requesting WPO to call for 

certain evidence at the Single Fingerprint Section or advise the disposition 
of same. 


WPO letters dated Rovenber 3o, 1951, December 12, 1951, and 
March 3, 1952, all advised that evidence in question does not have to 
be returned and may be destroyed* 

V 

Heir Tork by teletype dated March 5, 1952, requested this 
■aterial not be destroyed until investigation completed. 

V 

Nee Tork should upon conflation of instant case advise FBJ 
Laboratory (Single Fingerprint Section) to destroy evidence. 


8A MOLLIS W.BOWERS obtained from the Single Fingerprint 
Sectim the textbook "Jet Propulaim" on Ray 29, 1953, and returned 
same to DANIEL D. WIITCKAFT, Jr., Major, USAF, SAB, Office of the Chief 
of Staff, Pentagon. New york in possession of all letters referred to 
'in this letter. 
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DIREgJ<m, FBI AND SACS, MASH FIELD AND NEVJ YORK •••• URGElfc*^^,;,, - 

f') ^ . 


VILLIAlPpDlL, MA., 


WILLIAir^PDlL, VAe, ESP DASH R, PERJURY. RE NY TEL MAY TWELVE TO'BUREAl 
AND SL ADVISING AUSA, NYC DESIRES EXACT IDENTITY OF PERSON AVAILABLE 
TO PRODUCE ARMY RECORD FOR SAMUEL BENJAMIN PERL,’ AKA MUTTFRPERL, ASN 
TUELVE EIGHTEEN NINE NINE SIX ONE, IN EVENT NECESSARY DURING TRIAL ME 
WAY ZlGHTEBi, NEXT INCLUDING NAME, ‘RANK AND TELEPHONE NUMBER SO THAT 
TELEPHONE REQUEST FOR RECORD CAN BE MADE WITH LATER CONFIRMATION BY 

« A 

appropriate SUBPOETJA, inasmuch as PRODUCTION OF ARMY RECORD MUST BE I 
CLEARID'BY AGO, MASH* THE RECORD IS BEING FORWARDED, MAY FOURTEEN, j- 

NEXT AMSD BY AGO, SL TO RICHARD BELNAP, CHIEF CLERK, ADMINISTRATIVE 

^ * 

SERVICE DIV., TACO, WASH,, DC. WFO CO NTACT BE LNAP AND MAKE NECESARY 
ARRANGIWENTS FOR PRODUCTION OF RECORD. IN NYC IF REQUESTED BY AUSA 
Am AD VISE NYC. RUC. .1 

'THORNTON 

END AND ACK PLS ‘ 

WA 7-39 PM OK FBI WA NRB ' HECOROED- - 

N2 OK FBI NYC TM ^ 
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tfILLIAtrf>ERL, «A, ESPIONAGE DASH R, PERJURY, CHIEF A^ST^T USA iLOYD 
r, MC MAHON ADVISED TODAY THAT PURSUANT TO JUDGE RYANS^REttU^Sr IK 


OPEN COURT AT TIME VERDICT RETURNED,, HE DELIVERED TO JUDGE RYAN ON MAY 
TWENTY SIX LAST, ALL FBI REPORTS IN HIS POSSESSION RE INSTANT CASE, 
WARDEN THOMPSON, FDH, NYC, ADVISED ON MAY TWENTY THIRD LAST, HENRIETTA 
PERL VISITED SUBJECT FOR THIRTY MINUTES, THAT ON MAY- TWENTY FOURTH LAST, 
DORIS STOWE, TWO ZERO FOUR EAST FIVE ONE STREET, NYC, VISITED PERL 


THIRTY MINUTES, NOTED STOWE TESTIFIED AS CHARACTER WITNESS DURING PERLS 


> 


TRIAL AND MAY BE IDENTICAL TO DORIS WHITTAKER WHO WITNESSED SUBJECTS 
MARRIAGE IK OCTOBER, NINETEEN FIFTY, THAT ON MAY TWENTY FIFTH LAST, |(; 
HENRY EPSTEIN, ATTORNEY, THIRTY BROAD STREET, NYC, CONFERRED WITH PERL 
THIRTY MINUTES, THAT MAY TWENTY SIXTH LAST, PHILIP WITTENBERG, ATTORNEY, 
SEVENTY WEST FORTY STPEET, NYC, CONFERRED THIRTY MINUTES. NYO IN- . 
DICES BEING CHECKED ON EPSTEIN AND VIT1TNBEPG. NOTED ATTORNEY VISE 


A » 


END OF PAGE ONE 
CXiriES DESTBOYED 
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WASHINGTON 3g FROM NEW YORK 
PAG£ TWO 

STATED TO PRESS SUBSEQUENT TO TRIAL, HE HAD NOT ANTICIPATED ACTING 
AS PERLS ATTORNEY ON APPEAL. ARRANGEMENTS MADE WITH THOMPSON TO CIUSOH 
PERLS MAIL. AUSA MC MAHON ADVISED TODAY JUDGE RYAN TOLD HIM THAT 
PERLS WIFE MADE APPOINTMENT WITH RYAN FOR INTERVIEW TWO PM THIS DATE. 
DISCREET SURVEILLANCE OF MRS, PERL ON LEAVING RYANS CHAMBERS AT TWO 
TWENTY FIVE PM, REVEALED SHE WENT TO SEVENTY WEST FORTY STREET, WHERE 
WITTENBERGS OFFICE IS LOCATED. MC MAHON STATED THAT SUBSEQUENT TO 

ml 

MRS. PERLS VISIT RYAN ADVISED HIM IN STRICT CONFIDENCE AS FOLLOWS-— 

A 

THAT MRS. PERL TOLD RYAN SHE AND SUBJECT HAD HAD A TOUGH TIME FINANCI- 
ALLY, THAT SHE HAD BORROWED TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS FROM HER FAMILY TO 
HELP COVER LFCAL FEES AND BAIL, THAT SHE WAS COMPLETELY SHOCKED AT INFO 
REVEALED THROUGH CROSS-EXAMINATION OF PERL DURING TRIAL AND BY AUSA 
MARTINS STATEMENT AT CONCLUSION OF TRIAL RE PERL BEING CONNECTED WITH 
ROSENBERG ESPIONAGE RING, THAT THIS INFO BOTHERED HER A GREAT DEAL 
AND SHE CONFRONTED PERL WITH IT, AT WHICH TIME HE MAINTAINED INNOCENCE, 
THAT MRS. PERL TOLD RYAN HER HUSBAND EXPLAINED TO HER HE COULD NOT HAVE 
BEEN WORKING ON SCIENTIFIC PROBLEMS AND TREATISES AND STILL BE ENCAGED 

/ 

END OF PAGE TWO 






WASHINGTON 38 FROH NEW YORK 
PAGE THREE 

IN ESPIONAGE, AT THIS POINT, JUDGE RYAN SUGGESTED THE QUOTE PSYCHOLO- 
GICAL PROCESS or SUBLIMATION UNQUOTE, TO WHICH MRS, PERL ADMITTED 

THE POSSIBILITY, MRS, PERL ASKED JUDGE RYAN IF HE BELIEVED ANY BASIS 

* 

FOR THINKING PERL INVOLVED IN ESPIONAGE, TO WHICH RYAN REPLIED THERE 

V 

WAS BEFIMTE FOUNDATION FOR SAME, RYAN ASKED MRS, PERL TO EXPLAIN THE 

BUDD LAKE ESPISODE IN NINETEEN FORTY FOUR, TO WIJICH SHE REPLIED SHE 

HAD NO POSITIVE RECOLLECTION OF THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR HER AND PERL TO 

CO THERE, NOR FROM WHOM THEY RENTED THE COTTAGE, MRS, PERL STATED HER 

* 

husband TOLD HER HE DESIRED TO SPEAK WITH RYAN PRIOR TO SENTENCE, 

RYAN ADVISED HER TO TELL PERL TO WRITE HIM A LETTER REQUESTING AN 
INTERVIEW, TO WHICH HE WOULD REPLY, EITHER BY MESSENGER OR MAIL, STATING 
A TIME AND DATE AND THAT GOVERNMENT AND DEFENSE COUNSEL WOULD BE 
PRESENT, MRS, PERL SAID SHE WOULD DELIVER THE MESSAGE. JUDGE RYAN 
OBSERVED TO MRS. PERL THAT HE THOUGHT PERL WAS A DREAMER FROM HIS 
DEMEANOR ON WITNESS STAND AND COULD UNDERSTAND HOW PERL WANTED TO COVER 
UP HIS PAST ASSOCIATIONS WITH CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS. HOWEVER, RYAN 
END or PACE THREE 
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WASHINGTON 38 FROM NIW YORK * I 

I 

PAGE FOUR i 

TOLD HER HE BELIEVED PERL HAD DELIBERATELY LIED ON THE STAND ABOUT 
ROSENBERG AND SOBELL. RYAN SUGGESTED POSSIBILITY PERL HAD BEEN USED 
BY UNSCRUPULOUS PEOPLE. HRS. PERL SAID SHE WANTED TO THINK OVER THEIR 
CONVERSATION, THAT SHE HAD AN APPOINTrENT WITH AN UNNAMED PERSON THIS PH 
WHICH SHE WAS UNCERTAIN TO KEEP. SHE SAID SHE WANTED TO SEE HER I 

HUSBAND again AND JUDGE RYAN ADVISED HER IF SHE HAD ANY TROUBLE GETTING I 
IN FWfJ SHE SHOULD ADVISE HIM AND HE WOULD CONTACT THE WARDEN. AUSA 
MC HAHON SAID HE WOULD IMMEDIATELY ADVISE ANY FURTHER INFO RE ABOVE. 
BOARDMAN 
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SEv icez (6^15387) 
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■ umtjscT: yjni^ PERL, «a 
\ ESP-R 

FERJIStT 

Ibe above nauBd Bab>et is being eorried in the Secorllj Index, fibeolal 
Section * Sqpionege* 

^ Tiev of tbe xeoent pioae cutlon of PERL In vfaicb he vne eentenoed on 
/nne S, 19^3 to five Tears in cnsto^r of tbe Ittozner Oeasral on oaeb of teo 
oouute of perJuTT, sentence to no oonourrentl j* , hie Secnritr T***^**^ card ts 
being pinoed in tbe ■QbaTailSble Section - bprisoned*" 

Attached hereto is Pom P1^122« AxTangeflonta are being nade to have 
this Bnreaa adrised npon aobjeot's reloase in accordanoe eitb instmotions* 
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It 1 b recoannended that a Security Index Card be freoared cfi tiS 
aboTB^captloned indlTlduaX, :! • 
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The Security Index Card on the captioned IndiTidual should be 
changed as iolloesi (Specif^ change only) 
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Supervisor Soott Miller, NTO, called at IBtOO noon 
today ( 6 / 5 J 0 Be advised that the subject had Just been . 
sentenced to five years each on the two counts of perjury for 
which he was found guiltym The sentences are to run concurrently^ 
The Judge specifically connented that he was not accepting the 
reconnendation for clemency made by the Jury, because Perils 
explanations were stupid. 
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Mr. Traqr. 
Mr. Geaity. 
Mr. Mohr- 


Mr. Vtscerrovd 
Tele, Rood — 
Mr. Holloaeo — 
Mr. Scaee — 



C PIRL ) 

PERL, FORMER COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY PHYSICS 
IWRUCTOR. WAS SENTENCED TO FIVE YEARS IN FEDERAL PRISON. THE MAXlMUfT 
ALLOWABLE ON A PERJURY CONVICTION FOR DENYING THAT HE KNEW CONVICTED 
ATOM SPIES JULIUS ROSENBERG AND MORTON SOBELL. 

THE TALL. GRIM-FACED JET PROPULSION EXPERT, 3i»,vSHOWED NO EMOTION 
AS FEDERAL JUDGE SYLVESTER RYAN HANDED DOWN THE SENTENCE. RYAN 
SENTENCED HIM TO- FIVE YEARS ON EACH OF TWO COUNTS, THE SENTENCES TO RUN 
CONCURRENTLY# 

IN CIVING*PERL THE MAXIMUM SENTENCE, RYAN SAID HE COULD NOT ACCEPT 
THE JURY*S RECOMMENDATION FOR LENIENCY BECAUSE PERL HAD "WILLINGLY A 
.^LIBERATELY" WITHHELD INFORMATION FROM THE GOVERNMENT IN ITS 
iJJViSTIGATION OF A SOVIET SPY RING. 
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il 4 t/ou 106 re preuioue^i/ advised today (d/S), the 
subject ipas sentenced to Jive yeoTS each on the two counts cj 
perjury for which he was found guilty, the sentences to run 
conourrentlUm 

At 2:30 p.a*, S/Sj, Supervisor T. Scott Miller, NTO, 
telephonioally advised that .after ii^osition of sentence, the 
defense made a motion for an arresijm^ judgment. This was 
denied. The defense thereafter immediately filed a notice of 
appeal. Mext, the defense made a motion for Perl to be 
released on bail, pending appeal. The defense thereafter 
went to the Circuit Cour^ of Appeals on the bail issue only, 
and the motion was denied by Judges Swan, Chase^ and A. Sand. 
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PerX, atronautieal tngiMer /arttarly t9plog§4 By 

)h0 -SationaZ Adufpbrt^ Committee ^or Aeronautios (UAi'A' 
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/ar.t ^nd^cted in uhUj on /our eoun _ 

0 / ptfr^ur^rSHeinp otti 0/ /aXea atnUnents mada by htn ta/cra _ 

FadaraX Orand Jury 9^X1»50 .in danytng oc^uolntonct and aaaooia* 
tian with Hoaanbarg^ Horton SobaXl, end ctbara^ FarX aonototad ‘ ^ 

Cdur** SDKJ 0 on too'oounta of par/ury and 

Wii ta aantancad ^ SAC^ Sew Jorh^ to eopm.endo. la ttata of 7S 

oomndotion far SA{A) Sdword fm CahiXl, SAU Biohard A. Sinihan^ ,5N 

John At barrinsion, Uaurioa,:tt Corooran^ Vtnoant J* Cohill, 

Hiehord £• Bobart ft SoyaX^ Thowaa J» ScAndrato., aXX of \ 

' icWprirn^ Socunant Sxaninar,^ 


the Saw Ter* Off tea, end SA BiXding ^t^chl 
leboretory, for thair work tA eaae*^^ k| 
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pared by the Admihiatrattva Piitiaion on bureau paraoanaX-eitad 
in SaW'lark latter of J^SO^S^-tetteehadm 
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Letters of'-eowmendation also reconnended for Bureau 
Superoiaora Simer F, Emrich (now ABAC, El Faao) and Anthony P. 
LitrantOt i 

. - • . /JLX 

SSTAlUSt " ’■••■ 
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tlJJIan Farl, earoneutieaX engineer formerly aaployad 
by SatioaaX Adoiaory Comittaa for AaronautioaM waa a eXauataia 


conu feted 
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A» ini^nil.ae investigation of fsrl developed eonstderabZe 
tn/onatto^ showing tne extent of ferl'a osaociofion ond opoatent 
participation in iio/fenberg*e activities 


a» 


L“*iJ ^) '" .• ' ' - ;: ■ •* :.■;. • • '*' 

’ '* Perl adntiied to Bureau agents cn 7^$3^S0, several dags 

of ter the arrest of l^senhergt he hod teen uisiteJ at his oport^ 
ment in CJevelondj Ohio, by Vivian Olaesnan, a forner girl friend . 
of Joel Barr, another menber of the hosenberg apparctue cp/io has 
disappeared 9 £he told Perl she hod been instruoted by a stranger 
to give Perl $S000 mhtoh she had in her possession end inetruetions 
on how to leave the country* ' Perl olotaed he turned her down, 
stating he. did not hnoo what -she oas talhing oteiit* i'laeeman toas ' 
eubeequently interviewed and , verified this infOrnatton but has 
besn stheroipe unoooperativsm •". • ■' ' 




< Perl wee indicted an four counts of perjury in the 
Southern Ltetriei of Pew fork on ^Jd<-51 os o result of his false 
teetimeny given before a Federal Grand Jury on Jhese 

.oounte were based on hie denials that he had been acquainted or 
awBooiated with Julius Rosenberg, Horton Sobell, Relene SHteher, 
and Piehaol and Anne Sidorovioh* On b-19^B3f the trial of Perl ‘ 
aenmenoed before. V* S»*Pistriet Judge Ryan, PRUT, and the fury, v 
On S-it»93, Perl wos found guilty on the two counts rslciing to 
Rosenborg and sobell, and not guilty on the two counts relating 
to the ethers* In its findings, tAe fury recowMnded cleaenoy* 
Perl ipat remended to fail by Jud^e Ryan and is- ewpeoted to be 
asntenesd on June o, 2933* . 

• 0 * ♦ 

t%e oiajor port af this inueatigation was conducted by 
the Mss fork Office and ite sueceseful prosecution is due no^niv 
to the patnetahtno end thorough work of various personnel of that 
of five in uncovering the weaessary svtdenes to prove that Perl 
Aod lied before the Grand Jury* It should be pointed out that ' 
the eonuieiion of Perl, a Anoan Soviet agent, is a signal victory 
for the Bureau fn dioeharging ite rssponeibiltttes in the internal 
eeciirlt^ field* 
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. > Xt U noUi Vvii by JetUr doted ^pe-5S. the €JkG^ ■ 

If0ip fork, reconwende Jettera 0 / cormeniation /or the /oXJowing 
Burtau porooniiol ./or thoir worM in ihio oaott 

■ . I. ».'♦ ■»•: ;* • .•.-■= .*■•••.'•.;• V • '•■■ »• 

SA(A) Kdmra CahiXl 
LA Richard A» Jitnihan 
HA John A, Harrington 
. &A Uaurice f» Corcoran 
£A rtncent J. Cahill 
; ; HA Richard Tm Bradoky . 

' Bobtri r» Royal. y . . 

• X/.T/toina tT. Jfoilndrtftta ' . 

£A R tiding Pahlgron . . 

i S* - %' ■ ♦ . t * - • • / * ’ \ ^ 

4 4 * * 

Tho tori tar ogreet loith thaae recoamendattone# Rataila 
of tha part oach hcd in the ouceaao/ul prooecution appear in ^0 
/fete Jork letter otlaoked* 

ADDIBBUM SBPiavy ' * v ■ > 

’ /oraer Bureau Superuiaor liner // Stirich (now ASAC «t ^ 

£l Paao) ouparviaed thie eaao fron its inoaptton until hie trane^ 
far O^lo^bS^ Be handled thie eaoe uith coneidercble cggreseiva^ ' 
Aeoe* Rang eons tractive and productive auggestiona uere node by 
Imrieh <n guiding tfic field investigation* Bia uorh uos Mettculeui 
and ihorcugh* t^upsrv^sor Anthony P* . titrenio tosh over euperyfelen 
of this ease after the transfer of Inrtch* Be has eonsoienttouely 
and painstakingly devoted histself to the careful and thorough 
preparation of this case for trial* Be hae given eareful study to 
. tke natter of deuoloping eorreboratioe mitnsesss and doewsentary 
svidsnoe uith the results shoton by the outcoue of the \trialm 
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Boeenberg^ The dcntole of fori eonoeming 

reuaining counte relating to t?<tchlr ond itcftool and Anne 

*J! llrv fel^ndld clemency in ite findinge. 
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Comaitttt for Jtronautie*^ bad in hia poaaeaaion in the fall 
pf 1948 a aeont mathenatical analyeta dealing with the **Muclear 
Mnetpy Spt the propulaion 0 / AiTotaft^ Ptejeot* Dt* SilveTatein 
hae aiviaed that he did net allow perl aeeeaa to thia report*^ 



. pavid Qreenglaea alae recalled that Boaeaberg indi^ 
anted to bin in the Spring of 1948 that he had an eapionage 
eontaot who had been working on a dan project in igypt from 
■'t'.-' when Roaenberg had borrowed money* jnveatigatien haa -re/leotad 
}■:■ that the Bagh X« Seoper company In Wev terh City imx« engaged ,■ 

V.. In work, an the jawan Pan Prejeet in Egypt and that william 

ftrl rpeatved payment from. thia cenpony for doing aeme calcnla^ 
' i Ion* : 0 n e«rt 4 i In prinelpio af aercdynaniea involeed in -tha^:/ 
aenatruetien ef the **®**^^ 
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/>M. WILLI AM^PERL, WA, ESP - B, PERJURY. BEURTEL WAY TWENTYSEVENWSt. • 

AUSA MARTIN ADVISED FUTURECOURSEFEB., FIFTYTHREE CJ NOT YET OV^ 
^TERMINED. STATED HE IS CONSIDERING FUSIBILITY OF CALLING \t 

•OTHER WHNESSES WHOSE NAMES MENTIONED DURING PREVIOUS PROCEEDINGS. 

ALSO DESIRED THIS GJ AVAILABLE UNTIL AFTER PERL SENTENCED IN EVENT 

V 

ANY POSSIBILITY OF COOPERATION BY PERL OR OTHER PERSONS iN RELATED 
CASESy PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF CURRENT STATUS ROSENBERG PROCEEDINGS 
AND PUBLICITY ATTENDANT THERETO. THIS MATTER BEING CLOSELY FOLLOWED 
. BY NYO AND BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED DEVELOPMENTS. RE MY TEL MAY TWENTY 
SEVEN LAST. FOR INFO, ATTORNEY PHILIP WITTNEBERG OF LAW FIRM, 
WITTENBERG, CARRINGTON AND FARNSWORTH, NYC TELEPHONED CHIEF ASST. USA 
; MAC MAHON FIVE THIRTY PM, MAY TWENTYSEVEN TO ADVISE HE HAD LONG 
• .CONFERENCE WITH MRS. PERL CONCERNING APPEAL. WITTENBERG 

EXPLAINED TO MAC MAHON CONFIDENTIALLY THAT HIS FIRM IS NOT INTERESTED 
IN representing spies, THAT HIS PARTNER, FARNSWORTH, IS A GENERAL 
IN ACTIVE ARMY SERVICE AND HE HAD NOT TIME FOR ESPIONAGE CASES. 

HOWEVER, WITTENBERG OFFERED, IF AGREEABLE TO MAC MAHON, TO TAKE /// 
INTEREST IN CASE WITH SOLE PURPOSE 0^ INDUCING PERL TO TUK. MAC MAHON 
ADVISED .ITreraERS THAT fSTOlIs' of'A*pftARAMCE 

S3 JU«S,,|S3 

- ENIL-OF PAGE ONE*^ - N 



FOR SECOND CONFERENCE WITH PRISONER. WITTENBERG LATER TELEPHON- 
ICALLY ADVISED MAC MAHON NOTICE OF APPEARANCE AND HE, 

TOGETHER WITH MRS, PERL, ANTICIPATED CONFERENCE WITH PERL AT FDH. 
WARDEN THOMPSON CONFIDENTIALLY ADVISED THIS OFFICE WITTENBERG AND 
MRS. PERL CONFERRED WITH PERL FROM ONE THIRTY TO THREE PM AND HAVE 
APPOINTMENT FOR FURTHER CONFERENCE WITH PERL AT TWO THIRTY PM 
MAY TWENTY NINE NEXT. NYO INDICIES REFLECT WITTENBERG SUBJECT OF 
•PHILIP .WITTENBERG, INCOMING PASSENGER, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, VIA 
AMERICAN AIRLINES, AUGUST ELEVEN, FORTY FOUR, FOREIGN TRAVEL 
CONTROL", ALSO MENTIONED IN DUCASE AS CONTACT OF ONE HANS 
REUSCH, WHO HAS A CONTACT OF SUBJECT LIILIF C. STEIN. WITTENBERG 
STATED TO BE MEMBER DURING THIRTY-S OF LAV COMMITTEE OF AMERICAN 
JEWISH CONGRESS, THE CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION, AND NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF INTERNATIONAL JURIDICAL ASSOCIATION, REPORTED COMMUNIST FRONT, 
WITTENBERC-S ASSOCIATE CARRINGTON DECEASED, WITTENBERG-S ASSOC- 
IATE FARNSWORTH SUBJECT, "WIIHAM PORTER FARNSWORTY, AEAA", 


END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 


ATTORNEY HENRY EPSTEIN WHO VISITED PERL ON MAY TWENTY FIVE LAST 

IS FORMER SOLICITOR GENERAL, NY STATE* APPARENTLY NOT TAKING 

‘ • - ^ 

CASE IN VIEW OF VITTENBERG-S CURRENT ACTIVITY* BUREAU WILL BE 
ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS. 

; BOARDMAN 

HLD 

cs-s?3/x-es? 








LETTER OF AUTHOBIZATION FROM ATTORNEY RAYMOND L, WISE FOR SUBSTITUTION 
OF ATTORNEY* PHILIP WITTENBERG IN INST* CASE. NOTED WITTENBERG VISITED 
PERL AT FDH FROM TWELVE THIRTY TO ONE FORTYPIVE THIS DATE. AT 
TWO THIRTY PM CLERK OF COURT, SONY, CONTACTED BY ONE IRVING LIKE, 
ATTORNEY, SEVEN ZERO WEST' FORTY ST., NYC, REPRESENTING 
WITTENBERG, WHO SUBMITTED HANDWRITTEN LETTER FROM PERL AUTHORIZING 

SUBSTITUTION OF ATTORNEYS. LIKE STATED REQUEST WOULD BE MADE NEXT 

* 

4 

WEEK FOR ORDER TO RETURN TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS CASH BAIL. TO 
DATE, WITTENBERG HAS NOT RECONTACTED MAC MAHON. 

ADVISED. 


BUREAU WILL BE 


i/ 
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WILLIFH PERL, WA, ESP-R* AUSA ROBERT MARTIN ABVISEB JUNE THREE THAT 
IN REQUESTING MAXIMUM SENTENCE FOR WILLIAM PERL FRJjDAy JUNEXIVE ] 
NEXT HE INTENDS TO ADVISE JUDGE RYAN THAT THE U* S^^jBi-HDSSESSES 
INFORMATION INVOLVING PERL IN ESPIONAGE WHICH CANNOT BE MADE PUBLIC. 
HOWEVER, HE INTENDS TO POINT OUT THAT SIXTY FIVE MORTON ST., NYC, 

WAS USED BY THE ROSENBERG RING, THAT ROSENBERG HAD ANOTHER APARTMENT 
ON THE LOWER EAST SIDE, THAT PERL WAS AT BUDD LAKE WITH HIS WIFE 
IN JUNE FORTY FOUR AND ROSENBERG HAD RENTED A COTTAGE AT BUDD LAKE. 
THAT PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT WAS CONTAINED IN THE APARTMENT AT SIXTY 
PFIVE MORTON ST., AND THAT PERL WAS PRESENT IN JANUARY NINETEEN 
FIFTY mEN SIXTY FIVE MORTOW ST. WAS VACATED OKE DONTI! AFTER THE ^ 
ARREST OF KLAUS FUCKS. MARTIN ADVISED THAT NO SOURCES WOULD BE j 

MENTIONED AND THAT THE FOREGOING STATEMENTS WOULD NOT BE FURTHER ^ 

AMPLIFIED. HE R EQUESTED THAT IF T HERE IS ANY OBJECTION HE BE ADVISED 
BY THURSDAY NIGHT JUNE FjQUB... a ' ' 


FIFTY WHEN SIXTY FIVE MORTON ST. WAS VACATED ONE MONTH AFTER THE 


. 109 1^ S'- 5'f 

BOARDWAN 




HOLD 


60 JUL 1 «J953 • ■ 


\ * 


r 






i 




«: 


ft 


^ Ignoreil; 


3‘erl Given 5 Years 
In Perjury on A-Suies 

Ryan today sentenced WilUan 'PerL t4 

5SS VX' 


Ib'an'bnttbed a»ide • neam- 
ttendsUon of clemcncr aude bj 
a Junr which convicted the leU 
propulsion expert of fmlaelf teuiof 
o trand Jun that he did not know 
Julloc Rownhert, oondemaed 
Atom spy, and Morton 8obel] 
clectronlcc expert who it voder a 
SO-yotr icDtencc for ctplontge* 

-PEUtlBT 8TRVCK sum. 

Ryan acted after Chief Asst 
o> S. Attorney McMahon bad at. 
Krted that Perl't tcaUmony be* 
•tho grand jury mould have 
®Atjj great help in putting an 

^d ic Bovltt caplonage in thic 
eoirntry.** 

•Wh gerittry atmek a graai 
•ww at IhH coatitiy*f pecorUy 
•«de therefore; he shanfd he 
mnished anesi aevtrtlj * Me* 
ihea said/ 

ofi»5t? .“it •*Pl»natlon 

H,*® **** “•tupid. 

ftbuaijr and as affront to the Id« 






1 


telUfCDce of a aonnal nan.* 

Pert had testUied at his ttia) 
that be Interpreted the oiKsUom 
** ^ whether he knew Roienbcn 
" ntentat to an^f 
and thM a • present 

Ryan eenteneed Pert to the 
«a*loiuni lenn of five ptan oo 
each count, but dliectod that the 
terms nm ooncurrcnUy, ' 

Ryitt asserted crldenee at thef 
trial abundantly estabUshed*’! 
thM Perl had ‘^iUlnaly utdf 
knowutly flven false testiinotiy.''i 

Be said Perl bad as his motive • 
not to conceal the acuons of his I 
Wto but to ‘‘conceal and with- 1^ 
Mq uuonngtion conoemlog cer- ’ 
tain acUvltlet In his mature Ufa'^ 




resL CMonoNLess. 

^1 showed no emoUon. Be 
hsd remsined stAncting' during s' 
kmg pies for clemency by hii si- [ 
tomey. PhlUp WUtAnberg. After I 
S5 minutes of Government and* 
defense pleas to the court, Rysnl / 

histnicted that s chair be brought* ^ 

for him. 

Wife. Bearietts, who n0« 
inglT chatted with another 
woman before aenicnoc was Im* 
posed. Also showed no emotion. 
She went to visit her husband Im* 
Biedlately iheresftcr. The Peili 
have a 10*iDonth son. 

3S-CP«rt of Appesb later de- 
nffua motion to release Perl 
$30^00 baiu 
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Perl 0 aeronautioai cngineerg /oruerly employed 
Covivii'btee__^oj^Aeronaii'tics (NACA' 


•13-^1 in the iSo«tAernT?7fi?W?^^^TPei^orJ?®3‘n /our 
counto /or perjury arising out of /alee etatemente made by him 
to a JTederal Grand jury on 9^11^0 in denying acquaintance ehip with 
Boeenberg, Sobell, and othere» Berl wae oonuic^ed In Um 8 ^ Bietriot 
Courtg Southern Bietriet of Jfew York, 8mg2>mS3, on two counta of 
perjury ond looo aontoncod on 6«-5«^d to five year a on each count to 
run concurrently. By letter of 6»29-S3, the SAC at Kew York 
reccuRended that Lloyd F, UdoUahon,' Chief Aaaiatant to the O, £, 
Attorney, Southern Biatrict of Sew Torfc, and Bobert F» Sartin, 
Aaaiatant to the V, S, Attorney, Southern Biatrict of New York ^ 
be given lettera of commendation for their work in thia eaae* 
UacMahon, who ta newly appointed, handled the bulk of the trial 
and throughout the preparation for the trial cooperated fully with 
Bureau agenta, Martin, who will be relieved of hia poait ton due to 
a change in adminiatratton, handled the caae during the previoua 
admintatrotion and waa completely familiar with all the facta. Be 
conducted the examination of auiny witneaaea in a very competent 
^aahion, 

ECOMUENBATIOS 

Ft ia recommended that lettera of commendation be j>reporad 
by the Crime Becorda Section for Mr, MacMahon and Mr, Martin for 
their part tn thia caae, w/iloA caae repreaented a notable victory 
for the Bureau in diacharging tta reaponaibilitiea in the internal 
eeourity fieldm 
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Ur, Lloyd T, UacUahon \ *: 

Chid/ Aotiotant United Stctes Attorney 
'Southern Uietrict o/ Meet Xork 
Mew fork. Mew fork 


Moor Ur,' UacUahon: 


k.>.^-' 
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. r 
t i 


•l - V 

V ♦ 


I mould like ^o^take this oppoTtunity , 
to extend my etneere eohyrotuJotione on your 
splendid work in the recent natter o/ fill loa Perl, 


m 
* * 


The success ocftieued in the prosecution 
of this cose n'ist indeed be o source of deep personal 
, :.sati6 faction for you, Tou may be sure that my 
\ asoooiates in the l/ew York Office of the TBl and 1 
; "lappreoiate the f ine oo operation off orded by you 
in eonnection with the preparations for the trial. 
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Sincerely yours, 
7i Edcat fioovor 
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ec <- Mew York, reurlet S^26^S3 
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MOTS: Bufilee concerning Ur, UacUahon reflesi. 
nothing derogatory 
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tfILLlAH PERL, UA, ESPIONAGE - B, PERJURY* PRANK KENTON, PAROLE0,r\^ t ' 
>fl/1 jOJ’WCER, PDH, NYC, ADVISED ;REPENSE ATTORNEY WITTENBERG VISITED PERL ^ ^ 
f /JUNE THREE, LAST, AND DURING CONFERENCE, PERL WROTE LETTER TO JUDGE 
RYAN, WHICH WITTENBERG ADVISED HE INTENDED TO DELIVER PERSONALLY* 

KENTON STATED A CATHOLIC PRIEST, WHO CAVE HIS NAME AS FATHER GORDON, 
ATTEMPTED TO SEE PERL ON JUNE THREE, LAST, BUT WAS REFUSED ADMITTANCE 
TO PDH* ONLYY OTHER VISITORS HAVE BEEN PERL-S WIPE, HENRIETTA, 

HIS MOTHER, SARAH MUTTERPERL, AND HIS SISTER, ANNE BLUM. CLERK OP 


COURT, SDNY, ADVISED TODAY ATTORNEY LIKE, ACTING FOR WITTENBERG, . 
MADE FORMAL APPLICATION FOR RETURN OF PERL BAIL THIS DATE, AND CHECK 
FOR TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS WILL BE HANDED TO ABRAHAM MUTTERPERL, 
PROBABLY JUNE FIVE, NEXT. WITTENBERG TODAY CONFERRED WITH AUSAS 
MC MAHAN AND MARTIN RE SENTENCE RECOMMENDATION. WITTENBERG STATED 
HE HAD TALKED TO PERL FOR SEVERAL HOURS AND THAT PERL MAINTAINED 


HIS INNOCENCE. WITTENBERG STATED HE HAS RECEIVED MC SATISFACTION 
FROM PERL SO FAB, THAT ME IS HANDLING CASE ON APPEAL AT REQUEST OF ' 
HIS SON, JONATHAN, WHO IS STUDENT AT COLUMBIA. MARTIN INDICATED 


END PACE ONE 
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PACE T¥0 

COVERNMENT WOULD REQUEST MAXIMUM SENTENCE. FURTHER, THAT HE RECEIVED 

LETTER FROM JUDGE RYAN, WRITTEN BY PERL, ON JUNE THREE, LAST, COPY 

BEING FURNISHED THIS OFFICE. IN SUBSTANCE, LETTER REQUESTS MODERATE 

SENTENCE, STATINS INTEREST IN SCIENCE AND HIS F/l>}ILY. LETTER CONTAINS 

HO EXPRESSION OF CUILT OR INNOCENCE. SUBJECT SCHEDULED FOR SENTENCE 

JUN E FivnL. NEX T,, BUREAU WILL BE ADVISEoI 

« 
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WILLIAM PERL, ESP-’R, PERJURY. SUBJECT SENTENCED BY JUDGE SYL'SeS- 

TER RYAN, SDNY, JUNE FIVE, FIFTYTHREE, TO FIVE YEARS CUSTODY^ ’/ 

,{»' i. I 

ATTORNEY GENERAL ON EACH OF ROSENBERG AND SOBELL COUNTS, SENTENCES ' 
TO RUN CONCURRENTLY. CHIEF AUSA MAC MAHON AND DEFENSE ATTORNEY 
PHILIP WITTENBERG MADE SENTENCE ARGUMENTS. SUBJECT PERL 
STATEMENT. IN PASSING SENTENCE JUDGE RYAN STATED HE COULD MOT ^ 


D 


ACCEPT JURY-S RECOMMENDATION OF CLEMENCY. THAT PERL-S ATTEMPTED 
■ '• ' 

EXPLANATION OF CHARGES FROM WITNESS STAND BOTH STUPID AND CLUMSY 
AND THAT HIS MOTIVE WAS NOT TO CONCEAL MISTAKEN PHILOSOPHY OF 
YOUTH BUT THAT ME FOUND MOTIVE TO BE TO CONCEAL ACTIVITIES OF 


MATURE LIFE. STATED REASONS FOR CONCURRENT SENTENCES THAT EACH 
COUNT FLOWED FROM SINGLE SOURCE. SUBJECT WAS IMMEDIATELY REMAND- 
ED. THEREUPON WITTENBERG MOVED FOR ARREST OF JUDGEMENT. JUDGE 
RYAN DIRECTED SHORT RECESS TO ALLOW FILING NOTICE OF APPEAL 


g g AM^^AT he would HEAR ARGUMENT TO ARREST JUDGEMENT IN CHAMBERS. 

i g Mcac;: of appeal filed and ryan heard arguements for arrest of . 

M g JUIGENENT AND RELEASED BAIL PENDING APPEAL IN CHAMBERS AND DENIED 

i 


- BOTH. WTTENBEBG IMHEMAIEtY APPEARED BEFORE CCA, SECOND CIRCUIT, 

g.pf COMPOSED OF CHIEF JUDGE IHOHAS H. SHAN, presiding, AND JUDCrS • 

55JUK25'..63 gcconoeo^, 1 A- 8^3 < ' - 

END PAGE ONE ‘ i04 b ^0 JS53 
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AUGUSTUS N. HAND AND HARRIS B. CHASE TO ARGUE BAU. MADE FOUR 
POINTS* FIRST, DEFINITION OF THE WORD "KNOW* REFERRING TO JUDGE 
YOUNGDAHL-S DECISION IN lATTIMORE CASE* SECOND, AUTHORITY OF CRAND 

JURY Foreman to administer oath in line with memo previously 

FILED BY ATTORNEY WISE ATTACKING INDICTMENT. THIRD, THAT PERL MOW A 
FAMILY MAN AND WOULD NOT FLEE* FOURTH, INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE AT 
T.P SUSTAIN VERDICT BEyOND REASONABLE DOUBT* AUSA MARTIN 
WADE OPPOSING ARGUMENT* APPLICATION FOR BAIL DENIED BY CCA* 

JUDGE SWAN STATED NO, SHOWING OF SUBSTANTIAL QUESTION OF LAV FOR 
APPEAL IN ABOVE ARGUMENTS* AUSA MARTIN LATER STATED WITTEN- 
- BERG ADVISED HIM HE WOULD PREPARE APPEAL PAPERS* NOTED CCA 
ADJOURNING FOR SUMMER RECESS AND PROBABILITY EXISTS THAT NO FUR- 
THER ACTION WILL BE TAKEN UNTIL OCTOBER FIFTYTHREE TERM* CLEVE- - 

LAND ADVISED FOR INFO SIDOROVICH* BUREAU WILL BE FURTHER ADVISED* 

BOARDMAN , 

♦ 

CLEVELAND ADVISED 

t6'6?3/>-S(3 -sysss, 

»OM. IKTSU DIVtnOH 
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UNITED STATES ATTORNEV 
SouT&riis or Ksw Tokk 

vviTtD tTATE* covBT notJ»: 

touKT •grATi* tneb C 

KKW TORE T. Y. 


Jime 10, 1953 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Inveatlgatlon 
Departaent of Justice 
Washington, D, C, 


Re: United States v. Wl ill an^ Perl 



• . *> *r ' . 

* 1 < •- 
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yi<r 


Sir: 

As you knov, William Perl has been convicted 
on two counts of violating Title 16, Section 1621, U.S. 

Code, In thrt he lied about knovrlng Julius Rosenberg 
and. Norton Sobell, and has been sentenced to five yec^rs 
Imprisonment, It seemed appropriate to me, at this 
tine, to take this opportunity to compliment you bn 
the thorough, efficient and cooperative manner In which 
the Agents on your staff assisted Chief Assistant United 
States Attornei'^ Lloyd l^acMahon and Assistant United States 
Attorneys Robert Martin end KormsLn Beler of my office in ;• 
the successful prosecution of this case. It was a case j 
of considerable Importance to the national security, and \ V 
I knew that you, as well as all the Agents who partlclpa-’ ^ 
ted In the Investigation and prosecution, must be gratl- 
fled with the results which have come from the many hours v;" 
of hsrd work which your staff has nut Into this case, v:. 


Special Agent Maurice W, Corcoran, who worked 
v;lth my staff througHout the present^lon of'* this case. 
Is pcrtlculcrly to be complimented for the very able and 
cooperative manner In which he handled his aspect of the 
work. He wo'^ked many long hours v;lth my staff, helping 
them tc prepare the case, end hie contribution to Its 
success Is Immeasurable. 
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J. Edgar Hoover, Director -2- June 10, 1952 


Special Agen t Joh n A. Harrington also apent | 

a great deal of time aesleting^n the' prepfff&tlon of ^ 1’ . -♦ 

this case and hie worJt vae greatly appreciated, . 

r 

In addition, I ahould like to call to your 
attention the work of Special Agents Edvard J.„Caiilil, 
_Vlnce.ht^,_CsMll, Richar d A. ^inihan, Robert F. 'Royal 
and ^Richard.. .T, Hradiky , ail of vH6iii'were’*coopei*atTve I 

and helpful with respect to particular aspecte of the 
proaecution vlth vhich they were familiar, 1 

* 

Respectfully, 

J. EDWARD LOMBARD 

United States Attorney 
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 
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T 4 . 4 , Thank you for your letter of June 11 . 1953 

nized gratifying to know that one 's work Is re cog- 

/f) 

The prosecution of William Pe rl was nv first : 

of^InJ^afc5?flJ? agents of the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation, and it was indeed edlfylnfl: to ealn 

firsthand knowledge that the fine reputation which the 

Bureau enjoys «lth the public la Justly nerlteS. v 

*''® ® 8 ents of the Federal Bureau • 
devoted so much time and energy to their < • _ 

fiffonvo splendid cooperation of Special ./* 

Corcoran and John A, Harrington and their 

throws ® large measure ’ 
the reason for the successful prosecution# * * . ' 

I plan to go to Washington sometime this summer " • 


?!*“. ^ “fiy liave the pleasure of meeting you at 

wfia V tinie , ' ■ ■ - 

"W . 
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Sincerely yours, ' 

, , LLOYD P. MacMAHON, . 
Chief Assistant 
United States Attorney. 
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letter of . June 22^ 1953^ in which, you coaaent >00 >■ •• ' T 
favorably concerning the wor^.cf Spebtal 1 

Laurice Wm ^Corcoran , and John A^.-Sarrington .lii fcoii* ■ T 

nection with tAc,^cose' .< nooit;la^,.r<iJifa« ' * 
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. >, Ex-FBI Agent Robert L, Bell, • fellow who •thlny.gs'^gClJ^ i ?.T 

he Is a friend of nine, and who for some 3 years has b^en 
Security Officer of the Katlonel Advisory Committee for* = ' 

Aeronautics, (KACA) celled me at 10:i;0 e.n, Wednesday, .^/.z.*'-^.- • 


probably Dou.fflap A.^^ersen) of New^aper Enterprise • , jLlp 

Association (I'EA) (with v/hich Pet&'''^son is associated) had ; 

■lust seen "the Director" (Dryden) and discussed the Vllliam . ^ 

P erl case* Drycen told Bell that Larsen is writing a story - ^ 


AS., 


, -'A'-, M 


talked to an FBI official who so inforrced him, / 

■* ^ ■>• A *'j.i — ■ . 

As I'ou know, Perl was recently convicted of ' • *• • *. 

perjury in connection with testlmor'y he gave before a ':.. '- i' k'-vk. -', | 

Federal Grand Jury wherfein he denied knovjlng the Rosenbergs,\v ,‘r^4i>v. 
Perl from about 191+4 to sometime ln!l950 was an employee* . of. 

NACA and ve have Information fce .belonsed to the ..Rosenberg ^ .'4!^ . j* 
.network* .1 understand, however, he is not the only living 
source of what the Rosenbergs refused to dlsclost * ^ 

; ‘ . . • . • ■• •'■‘-■- •> •';•• • ' - • 

What significance ell this nay have I know not ;V'' ‘4. '4 j 
neither do I know what you may dc regarding pos 35 b>^_ ’ -j.?;';- 

printing cf such a story by NEA, I do knoy/ .Bell 'was :most . .7: ^*3 ■ 
fearful lest Dryden be cor 7 >rorai 8 ed. ^ J .V fc* .. 
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* 6/30/53* . r talked to Doug Larsen and 

he was doing a story, on William Perl; that there ia^^fci^t^;;^ . 
:-■• v??? 4 -k attributing to the FBI the Tact tha<:;;|^§^:|K^: 

• ^he only ‘retnelnlng source of the secrets that .wex^r^'’* v i 
. burled with Ethel and Julius Rosenberg* Larsen told me that he.was ••■ * ’* 

‘v" *)®'„®tj**ihuting any such thing to the FBI: that he had been told . 

,..>‘.by Micholsoncln the Department of Justice that Perl knows a llot’.'.^ 

Rosenbergs no doubt and has not talked. CLarsen further 
^ instated that at the and of the Perl trial, the Department- of Justice^Vi^i^”'^| 

attorney reminded the Judge that in .passing •sentence* :, 

.ahould remember Perl was linked, to the ;Ro8enberB8. . Larsen statedi./i*!: i 
xnat he waa go5.nR to New York tomorrow to talk to Kllshelmer; ?the 
assistant attorney who handled the Perl case* Be wondered if we, * :V: Vr ■■ 

. '/, could help in any way* He stated he had not ever, called us 

:».. -because he doubted If there was any way we cotdd be cf aasistance. r v-s ? - 
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. .'O Clarence Edward Kicholson la a former Special Agent who resigned 'V • 
the Bureau in December, 1950. He Is not one of the Bureau's *\ : \ 

. . favorite characters. He. has been in the Department f or a .while and 

some of the security .cases* \ 
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Inclosed herexrith ore five copies of the report of SA MAURICE W* 
CCROOIULN dated |^| , MY together «ith dl^ositlon sheet oad ptr<^ 

For the infonaation pf the Bureau, eoneeming the iyxrj*» Terdiet ' 
*«a eomta tvo and four therein the euhject iras accjuitted of the charge of *. * 
perjiny In denying acquaintance iiitb BELEICE EUTCKEH and MICHAEL and ANM 
SIBdlO'lCH, it has been confident ially ascertained that Judge SILVESTER J. 

BYAN'S unofficial o]inion,eapressed in priyete,iras that in vieir of the evidenea, 
and in view of the ecoplete failure of PERL'S attempted explanation of the 
charges, the jury should have returned a verdict of guilty on £1 four eounta* 

Idkeirise in the above connection Chief Assistant BS Attorney iLOZB 
F* MAC MAHON has confidentially advised that shortly after eentence In Instant 
. case be eas visited in his office by txio members of the jury. He Identified 
these sen as FRSEiU^'I LINCOLH, an editor on Fortune, Tine and life Incorporated, 
Mo* 9 Rockefeller Plasa, VIC, vdio resides at 60 East 7Lth Street, MYC and (SCRGE 
FAREER SHUTT, Advertising D^artment, Fortune, Tine and Life Incorporated, Ho* 9 
Rockefeller Plasa, KYC, eho resides at 871 Woodland Avenue, Mev Rochelle, MY* 
These men discussed their ojtiions of instant ease and e3q)lained the verdict as 
follows: 

On the first ballot taken shortly after deliberations comnezieed,^ 
the vote was eleven to one for conviction on sll counts* The minority voj^ ^ 
was east by juror number eleven, one HERMAjjL^O^LSHFEIJ)* He is identified on 
the jury list as a retired businessman who resides at 16Bl Sedgiriek Avenue, ^ 
MIC* Baring the course of the deliberations, aeversl addition^ ballots were 
taken and each time Mr* SOIMERFELD voted for ae<^ttal on All four Counts* 
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During the late afternoon it became apparent that SCt^tiEHFEIl) 

' was attempting to return a no decision verdict since, according to Messrs* 

' LINCOLN and SHQTT, he wovld not listen to the arguments of the other jurors 
and refused to propose any arguments to sustain his own position* After all 
efforts dress SOMMERFEIB logically had failed, atteopts were made the 
jurors to compromise the issues* 

a|»0 

The first proposal was to return a guilty verdict on all eoi^qts 
with a reeomoendation for clemency, to which SCI>£>ii-RFELD would not 
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Thereafter, according to Ueeera* LINCOUJ and 8KUTT, eolely to save a hnng Jmy, 
a proposal vas made to acquit on the BUTCHER and SIDOROVICH counte {Counts two 
and four), with a recoonendatloR for clemency on counts one three* 
SOUUEHFEliD thereupon stated he would vote with the majority if the above two 
counts were acq'jitted and a recommendation also made for clemency on the • 
BOSElffiERCr and SCBEIL counts* As the Bureau has been advised ireviouslr* the ' 
verdict was returned on this basis* ^ ' 

J ' ' , ■ 

The above two men advised AUSA UAC IIAHCN that there was con- 
siderable dissention in the Jury room because cf the adamant position taken by 
SCanHERFELD* ■ 



It should be noted that the files of the NIO contain no infoina^ 
tlon concerning this individual* 


The above is for your confidential information* 




* 



-V. 



• ' 


TD-TS 


if^aTL IKPORr ATJC> ^=^^nDS..-TI 

FEDERAreUREAU OF Jm't 




I CATION 


l^OltM HO. 1 

tHia CASE OHJOtNATZD AT 


NE/ YCRK 


iicpcm t made at 


s lORK 


DATt M>HCN MKICO PCI- MTHtCH MAOt. 

MASS 

i5-7/2>i 8/7 « 


jtizp »*r ay 


tTU 


ITILLIAl-: PERL, wa 


LkuRICE W* CQRCOlUN 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Trial of eiibject on four counts of perjury charging viola> 
tlon Section 1621, Title 16, USC in that he denied before Federal Qranci July, 
SENT in 1950 that he did not know (1) VCETOrt SOBELL, (2) HSLE33 ELITCKER, 
v3j JULIUS ROSEi FERG and (L) /.JCriAEL and SirfHOVICr"!, coronenced before 
Honorable STLVSSTS J, Hi'ii:;, USDC, SENY and jury on 5A6/53. PERL continued .. 
on §20,000. bond during trial. Subject and three cl:-ract.er r/itnesses testi- ' . 
fied in defense. On 5/22/53 jury verdict of guilty on counts one and three 
^f knowing NORTON SOBELL and JULIUS PDSEiSEHG, respectively, vith reconnaenda- 
^lon for clemency. PiiPX acquitted on counts two and four of knowing KSLENE 
RLITC. SR and >T0HAEL and AJ'K SIDORTVICH. Bail cancelled and subject renanded 
|,c FIH, hTC on that date pending sentence. On 6/5/53 subject sentenced by 
trudge RIAN to five years custody of Attorney General on counts one and three 
ter run ccT.currenjlly. Kotion for Arrest of Judgnent and P.einstatenent of Bail 
pending Ja^^el denied 6/5/53. Notice of A.jpeal filed that date and A*,;aal of 
Lerdal o^ Bail argued before US Circuit Court of A-weals, Second Circuit sane 
dt'^e* Deiced. Subject transferred from FK, :*:iC to US Penitentiary, Terre 
Haute, Indiana or. 7/15/53. Parole report and di^osition sheet sucoitted# 

- P - 

UETillS; • * • 

Trial of the subject on four counts of perjury oherging 
aiolaticm of'^Saction l621, Title 16, United itates Code in that ho denied before 
a Federal Grand Jury, Southern District of Kev/ York cn Aug'ast 16, Se?ter.ber 11 
and October i*, 195U that he did not know (1) MCiTOM S03EIL, (2) 'UELEh’E ELITCHER, 
(5) JULPJS R0&3i'3ciRG and (Ij.) PICHAEL auid AJil SIBOROVICI!, was co.nmenced before 
the Honorable SILL'ESTER J.,. RYAN, United States District Judge, Southern District 
KV \ 
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pf Weir York and jury on Ja...* 16, 1953* Upon motion of defense attorney, Ri^WONP 
L. iiltE, subject '.fas co.itinued in v20,0o0» bond durin£ the trial. 

vA Hay 20, 1953 WILlIij' P2RL took the nitness stand in hla 
own defense. The foUov/ing is a brief sunsaary of his testimony. 

fie testified concerning his background, college degrees and 
members of his family as previously reported in instant case. Ke stated that 
his sister S.iDIE-f’UTTEFJ'-inL, vras formerly a mental p: tient and that his sister, 
BESSIE HJTTEHFEilL, had died in a mental hospital* He testified that he had 
done considerable research at the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics 
(NiiCA) at Langley Field, Virginia and Cleveland, Ohio and that be served In the 
Enlisted Reserwe Corps of the United States -rny Air Force nhile at KACA and 
received an honorable discharge* 

Pamphlets Ttritten by PERL In connection nith his employment 
at ILXJ. ■pere placed in evidence as representative of the type of work in iihlch 
he was engaged. He testified that subsequent to his indictment in i'arch, 1951 
he had been vforldLng on a research problem rith Dr. VERNON HUGHES at Colvanbia 
University, Hew York City. 

He testified that in July, 1950 while residing in Cleveland, 
Ohio, he was visited by the FBI and from July, 1950 to October 15, 1950 he was 
interviewed from six to twelve times by FBI agents In Cleveland, Ohio and New 
York City and that he was also interviewed by several .assistant United States 
..ttomeys in New York City. He stated that the FBI agents in Cleveland, ©lio 
told him they were investigating him concerning the ROSENBERG and SOEEIi case 
and that with the exception of one additional interview which took place 
several months prior to this period, these were his only e:q>erienee6 with the 
FBI. 
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He te stifle d that these Interview's Affected his state of alnT 
And tiiOt Tfhen he appeared before the Federal Grand. Jurj’ on iAivust 18, 1950 
he had been Tforldn/j hard at ILX*. And was then subject to an intensive FBI 
investigation. Ke stated that the strong eaphasis made by the FBI on the 6eat} 
penalty had shocked him and his state of mind had become affected. ' He stated 
that vjhen he net. his legal counsel on the daj' before he testified In the sianei 
of 1950 he was advised to tell the truth and cooperate fully. He stated that 
he has never refused to answer arj' questions to the FBI or any J.ssistant Unitei 
States ..ttornoy an<’ that he submitted his home to a search bj!- the FBI. He 
testified that at no time- had he ever tried to obstruct an official investiga- . 
tion. 




y- ♦ ' ^ f 

- ^ ^ 


Concerning HCRTON SOBELL, PERL testifiad that he believed hit 
answers before tlie Grand Jury were the truth at that time end that the Grand 
Jury v.'as asking him whether be was intinatclj' acquainted with SOBELL and be 
answered accordingly. He testified that he always intended to be fair with the 
Grand Jury and that he never tells lies* 

Conceniing JULlUt KCtE>’BERG, be testified that he did not 
know RCES'IBSnG to the best of his recollection; that he v/as not intimately 
acquainted with him; anc* that he had newer associated with him and according 
to his state of mind at that time, believed his aisr/ers before the Grand Jury 
to be the truth. He stated that while he did not want to lie to the Grand Jui^ 
his state of mind at the time of his testimony repelled both ROSENBERG and 
SCeELL. 


Concerning HELENE ELITCHER, PERL testified that he could not 
recall the Grand Jur^'-'s question nor his ansvfer tut conceded that it must have 
been asked and that, his an5V7er nas in the negative. Kc testified that his 
first recoHecticn of KELEl'3 ELITCHER as Itrs. ILJC ELII'Ch'ER was not until 
after his indictr.ient and-.tliat he made no ce:incction between "HELENE ELITCHER" 
and •5-mS. 2iJ: ELITCHER". 

Concerning ltICFL'.EL and .J3N SIDOROVICH, PERL testified that 
he answered truthfully before the Grand Jury when he said he did not recall 
anyone ty* that name and could not recognize their photographs. He stated that 
even at the tine of trial he could not recall idCH.-EL or LII>0R0VICH or 
ever having met. Individuals presumed to bo identical. He said that he did not 
deny the possibility that such an incident concerning the purchase of the • w 
Pflc'ger automobile could have occurred but that he had no recollection of it^. 
and that the incident seemed incredible to him. - 
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PEPX testified that before being subpoenaed to the Federal 
Grand Jpry in Pot; York City on -jj^ust 16, 1P5C he was questioned by Special 
^f.ents of the FBI in Cleveland concerning the SIDCROVICKS, SCBELL and ROS0SEB 
To the best of his recollection he was not questioned at that tise concerning 
KELS'lE ELITCr3R* He stated that at the time he testified before the Grand Jur. 
ho still did not recall these individuals and thought the Grand Jury was 
asking him If he were intimately acquainted with them* He stated that when he 
later recalled SOEELL before the Grand Jury he was in a different state of min 
than at the time of his previous intesrviews and his first appearance before th 
Grand Jury* 





PERL testified that he paid rent for an apartment at 65 Mart 
Street, New fork City at various intervals during IShl and 19h8 and that he 
may have used this address as his address of record at Cclunibia University* 

He stated he riblct the apartment from end maintained two addresses 

simultaneously, using both the 65 Horton Street address and the address of his 
parents' home at 936 Tiffany Street, Ncr; York City* He stated that he made no 
attempt to conceal the 65 Horton Street address since he had no reason to lie 
and had never met JULIUS ROSENBERG at that apartment* He stated he did not 
knoT<’ if S^JOIT t/as a friend of JULIUS ROSEKBERG* 

Concerning his statemont to the NX.'* Loyalty Board under oat 
on <»*pijil 22, 1950 that T,-ith the exception of one or two occasions he never saw 
this was the truth* He testified that he was introduced to S-JL'JilT by 
and identified the hand^Triting on a letter dated September 21, 1946 
as' his ovm* This letter was addressed to "Dear Puss end X", who were probabi 
Vr. and Krs, :jFR^:g?JL'JlT. 

Concerning another undated letter addressed by him to "Dear 
LI",' which thanlccd him for a check and entended his love to rUss and regards 
to .'r* and hrs* ROSS, ho admitted this paper to be his onn handvTriting* He 
testified that another .letter addressed to "Dear Puss" and signed "Love, Bill" 
was in his o;m hand'.Triting and that these individuals were in fact r^* and Mr; 
LIPRED SX.<NT, whom he bad met on a few occasions 'rather than on one or two 
occasions* He admitted that he played dovTn certain associations with BXR 
and S.JLJ?r because of their alleged Communist Party connections and that in a 
statement to the FBI he minimised his association i/ith these individuals for 
the same reason* 

, P3RL testified that after graduation from City T^oHege itif \ ■ 

Ncm York in 1939 until 1946, he did not s^e ary member of his gi'aduhting class 
including JOEL B.iRR* In this regard he identified his ewn handvTriting on an 
unda-bed letter addressed "Dear Joel* which enclosed a sum on ^ne3y for a guLta* 


% <» 
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He stated that he could not recall Tiritinc this letter but believed his t&fe 
probably got a guitar froc JC£LB.»1R« 

Concerning a letter dated •*p]rll 8, 19h$ vihich contained the 
. atatement ““iVhat^s Morty doing for a vacation", P2RL testified that he did not 
Isicr:/ Tdio *Morty” Tras in the letter but' could not den^' that it eight be HCRTOli 
£CBELL. 


PSni denied that he taovringlv attended any Conntunist Party 
ncetings at'Cito* Collcf-e of Sc.? York although he eight have . attended Toang 
Cacscanist Ica^e ncetiri^s daring tills period^ although he had no recollection 
of same. j 

P2HL testified that be knev/ the identity of VP^.Jf uEI£S}^.l* 
nnd that he kna;? viho she vas in July> 195C> since she uas a friend of JCEL JLX.. 
Kc stated 'ne had seen her several tines in the presence of JCEL B-m and on 
other occasionsi not other>7i&c identified* Ec testified that he lived for a 
week in the aparti »nt of 'VIVI-JJ GL-tSSJCiN 'S sister, ELE.Js’CB, and had seen VTVI..' 
during that visit* • . . ^ 

PE!U. testified that he could not recall any reason for 
opening a bank account in the loivcr egst side of Ke^i York City in July, 19li6 
although he identified his signature on a bank account record from the Public 
Kational Bank, ..venue C Branch, He:? York City* 


PlPl testified that when. VIVT.j: GL'.S£!':.V visited him at 
Cleveland in July, 1950 she TTrotc the name JULIUS ROtEJSSTiG on a piece of pape; 
but that he did not recall TJho RCSE^tBSRC- »:as at that tine except for the nefns- 
papar publicity concerting his arrest* Ke stated that v:;cn VIVLJ? GL-SSI'itK 
offered him money to leave the country and mentioned the name*'iipSEJ’5ERG, he di 
not kno'.v -.hat she was talking about* Ke adnittod that he had not told the PBI 
of this visit for several days although ho knew he was under an FBI sureeillar 
during the period* Kc further adaitted he dc6trcp.''cd the paper given to him by 
VIVLii’ GL*iBi**N and explained tids action by stating that ho was under a laenta; 
strain* 



PERL further testified that he first met his wife, liEKRIETT^ 
..VIDGiS^ERL In 19lUi and entered into a common-law marriage with her in the 
fall of that year. In thw fall of 19i;6 he- rented the £partmcnt at €$ iiorton 
Ltrast from S-JLl!? and a^jain testified that ho also lived at hds parents* .r.y- ' 
homo, 936 Tiffany itrcct. Her; York City during ttio same period* 
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?2HL tcEtificd he niniaized his ossociation r/ith JOSL B-JS 
find .XTPiED because he T/as afraid he vrould lose his job If he was known' 

to associate with Coirmmnists but that he did not knem that S.JtJIT and KSR 
were aeobers of the Conmunist Part^a 


In response to a question hy defense attorney, ■ Do you know 
Tuvian Qlassman", PErlL stated he could not mswer that question, that he had 
not seen her find had not talked to her recently and did not knor; vhat the word 
"know" meant* ..t tliis point Jud^c RT^ interrupted to ask P£?J< his concept of 
the a:ord "kno*’" and F£RL replied that he would have to look it up in the 
dictionary* 


PERL testified that he is not and never haa been a member of 
the Conammist Party, was never engated in subversive activities and was "as 
loyal as the next fellow", but does not believe in "beating his breast about it 

. iirs. DORIS tTCT.iE, 20U East 5lst Street, Her lork City testi- 
fied as a character witness that she was ecploycd at the United Nations Records 
Section, New fori; City and that she had volunteered to be a character witness* 
She testified 83:c lad knovai PERL and his rdfe since 19li9 and that he enjoyed ar 
excellent rgjutation for truth, honesty and integri’^, but had difficulty 
rcBcmbcrlng names and faces* 

i2^iRY N* POLEY, $25 wost 36th Street, Nerw York Citj' testified 
as a character witness that he v;as a Professor of ^h^'sies at Columbia Uniycrat 
where .he received his Ph*D degree in 19 U2* He stated that he knew PERL os a 
student in 19Ja7 and 19ii8 at Colunbia and became better acquainted with him In 
1950 OTid 1951 at which time PERL was cn»ai;:ed as cm instructor at that iXiSti- 
tution* FOLEY testified that all of his cwitacts 7;ith PERL wore of a pro- 
fessional nature and that PERL had a reputation for honesty, t^thfulncss, 
integrity and veracity* - 

Cd cross-examination FOLEY testified that he did not know 
JULIUS RO'ETJBIX, i'CRTCN SOBELL, HELSNE BUTCHER end kTCKiEL and ;iIK SIDCROVICK 
nor any of t}ic facts of instant ease* 

Dr* VERNOl! HUQIGS testified as a character t.itness that ha ir 
an .^sistant Professor of Phj’’8ics at the University of Pennsylvania and pre- 
viously had taught at Columbia University* He fetated he had kncr..’n FcRL since 
19U6 and tint they worked together from the foil of 1950 to the fall of 195S* ' 
He stated that i'ETX enjoyed an excellent reputation* In cross-examination ' 
he testified ho did not knonv JULIUS ROEEHBERG, HCRTCi SOBEIL, h’ELElfiSLITCHffi ■ \ 
■ ■ and KICH^EL and SIDQROVICH or any of the facts concermn^: instant ease* . ' 
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On liarj k2, 1953 the Jury returned a verdict cf guilty on . 
oounts one and tliree of 'knowing KCRTON SOBELL and JULIUS ROf^EfiBERG, respectivt 
with a recrannend^ition of clemency. The Jury acquitted PEIL on counts two and 
four of knoring KELE^!E ELTTCK3R and HCH-£L end SIDaH09ICH> respectively# 
Judge R1.J} set Jtme 5# 1953 as sentence date. Upon motion of the government^ 
subject's bail was cancelled and he was immediately remanded to the ?ederal 
House of Detention^ New York City pending sentence# 

On hay 1953 according to the records of the Clerk of the 
United States District Court, attorney FHILIP^niTEi’BSRG, 70 West liOth Street, 
New York City was substituted for PERL'S attorn^'’, TL'^Yh'nNT)_^. who was - 

dismissed by the defense# 

■' * T ... 

On June 5» 1953 Judge RY.«N sentenced the subject to five 
years inprisonmont in custody of the ..ttorn^ General on counts one and three 
to run concurrentlj’’# In passing sentence Jud^e RyjJJ stated that ho could not 
accept the Jury's rccomcndation of clemency ond that he felt PERL'S attengjtoc 
explanation of the charges on the witn.ss stand were both stupid and clum^ at 
an affront to the intelligence of the normal man# judge RI.JI stated that in 
his oiiaon PERL'S motive was not to conceal mistaken philosophtes of his youtt 
gained through his association with the Young Coiracunist Beague at City College 
of hew York but that his motive was in fact to conceal activities of his matuj 
life* He indicated that the reason for concurrent sentence on counts <aie and 
three was that each count flovvcd from a single source* 

# 

Immediately after sentence on June 5, 1953, defense attomc: 
PKTLIP VilTTEl'JBERG moved the court for an .jrest of Judfjacnt end Reinstatement 
of Bail pending appeal# Both motions were denied bj' Judge RY^JJ on that date# 
Notice of ...ipeal was filed on June 5, 1953 and >r# TilTTE^BERQ ^immediately 
appeared before the United States Ciz*cuit Covirt of .'.ppeals, Se'cond Circuit, 
to argue the denial of bail by Judge RY-JJ. The bench was composed of Chief 
Judge THOKiS J. ffl'.K, presiding, and Judges JDGUfTUS N* EiND and KiJRIE B# 
CH-iE. 

iT. V/ITTHIBERG argued four points before the Circuit Court 
as follows: (1) definition of the word "know" wherein he based argument upon 
a recent decision in the perjury case of OWEN LVmHORE rendered by Judge 
YCUNGD.Jflij (2) lack of authority of a Grand Jury foreman to administer an 
oath; (3) that PERL was ncr^-! a faiily man and would not flee the Jurisdiction 
pending appeal; aiid (U) that there was insufficient evidence at the trial to' 
sustain the verdict beyond a reasonable doubt# 




- - 

The above application for appeal was denied by the Circuit 
Court of ^peals from the bench without opinion^ Chief Jud^o SE.«N etating th^ 
there had been no evidence of a eubstantial question of Ian v^on which to base 
an appeal in the above argunents* 

'■/erden m’LJU) E.TH0>?S0N, Federal House of Detention, Her 
Xork City advised on July 15, 1953 that subject had been transferred on that 
date to the United States Pcidtcntlazy, Terre Haute, Indiana* 

There is being enclosed to the Bureau parole report on the 
aubjcct and disposition sheet in instant case* 

EKCLaURSS TO BUHE^U; (li) 

3 copies of parole report in Instant ease 
1 disposition sheet 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; 

■' ■ • 

Trial of aiibjact on four count a of perjury charging \Lola«> * 
tion Section 1621, TiUe 18, USC In that be denied before Federal Grand Jury, •' 
SIOT in 1950 that he did not know (1) JiORTOM SOBELL, (2) HEIEN2 ELITCKER, 

\3) JULIUS ROSEr-BZRG and (ii) KZCHAEL and AIUJ SXDCBOVTCK, cocisnenced before ' 
Honorable SYLVESTER J, RYaJI, USDC, SUMY and Jvary on 5A8/53. PERL continued 
on 120,000. bond during: trial. Subject and three ciiaracter witnesses teeti-' 
Xied In defense. On 5/22/53 jury verdict of guilty on covmts one and three 
of knowing KORTOK SOBEIL and JULIUS ROSEIKBERG, respectively, with recooaenda- ■ ■ 
tion for clemencj'* PERL acquitted on counts two and four of knowing HELENE 
ELITC. ER and >^TC.'Ui£L and AllJ 6ID0HDVICH, Bail cancelled and subject remanded ' 
to FLH, NYC on that date pending sentence. On 6/5/53 subject sentenced ly 
Judge RYWJ to five years custody of Attorney General on counts one and three 
to run concurrently. Motion for Arrest of Judgment and Reinstatement of Bail • 
pending appeal denied 6/5/53* Notice of A.^peal filed that date and Appeal of ^ 
Denial of Bail argued before US Circuit Court of Appeals, Second Circuit sane 
-date. Denied. Subject transferred from FEH, NYC to US Penitentiary, Terre 
Haute, Indiana on 7/15/53* Parole report and disposition sheet suhsitted, 

DETAILS* 

Trial of the subject oh four counts of porjury oharging •’* ’ 
'liolaiion ofrSection 1621, Title 16, United States Code in that he denied before 
a Federal Grand Jury, Southern District of New York on August 18, Septeaiber 11 • 
and October ii, 1950 that he did not know (1) MCRTOW SOBEIL, (2)*HELEIS ELITCHEB, 
(3) JULIUS R0S£I'3ERG and (J^) KICHAEL and ANN SIDOHOVICII, was commenced before 
the Honorable SILVESTER J. RYAN, United States District Judge, Southern District 
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OiJTLrNE OF THE CFFENSE 


The subject of this ease was subpoenaed before the United SVttes Garand^^ ' 
-^Juzv^ Soutbem District of Kev York on three occasions during. the suimer. and^^all^: 
''Of 1950 to testify ..concerning fais acquaintance ill th .and knowledge' of. '^e^aetiyiUi^ 
*rb*f yarious aeobers of the JULIUS ROSEHBERO ■ espionage network; Tfais Or^ J^-' later 
^indicted JUllUS EOSQIEEIUji fais.vife, ZTEEL. ROSENBSiC« MQHTOK SOBEU.and'OtSerB^^.'.' 
.for conspiracy to coimait eipionage on behalf of the Soviet Union* '-Each of the 
- above was convicted and the ROSENBERGS were sentenced to deaths which sentence i^\r 
was executed on June 19« 1953 at Sing Sing Prison, Ossining^ New York* -MGRrOK ^ J 
'SOBEIIi is serving a thirty-year sentence at the United States Pen! to tlaxy, 
ileatras, California* .... r ' 

During the Investigation prior to the ROSEKMSO-SOBSLL trial^ 'WXl LTAM 
'«n August 16, 1950, appeared In response to a subpoena and having been ^st 
duly sworn, testified that he did not inow IftCHAEL or AMN SIDOROVICB who were 
.suspected of being meaibers of the ROSEMBERO networic* ' 

- ^ < '• - • • ‘ 1 \ 1 '< V 

■ ■ He likcid.8e testified on the above date that he did not knor KOEIOW ' 

' SOBELL, or JUIfUS ROSENBERG and had never net R0SEHBER0*S wife, BTSEL. Also oh *; T':' 
•August IB, 1950 PERL testified that -he had not associated with VAX EUTCHER C', 
since City College days and did not know his wife, HEIENE EUTCPIER* These ' 
indivldu^s were also su^cted to be oteiDbers of tlie network* However, tb^ / 
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eocq^srated tdth the Oovemoent and later testified as Govemaent wlteesses^bc^ ; 

in the R06ETiBER&-SOB£LL trial and in the PEEL per jury trial. : - . 

^ • _ _« A « ^ - ^ jkj » '* 


PERL was again euhpoenaed on Sfptenber U, 1950 and testified under r ^.-ix -j 
-■<; ; ^: .oath that he bad never net UICH&EL and AEN SIDCROVICB* Co the aaoe date, PEEL V - 
‘y \^*te6tified that he did not reoall seeing MORION SOHEIL ainee City. College 

•v-<.. 'On Ootdber.il, 1950 WILLIAU PERL was again .aubpoenaed before toe Qmid . 

and testified under oath that he had no recollection of HCETON SOBEII. ■•'^‘ . 

;.i.' ;;. . aince City College days. Later on the same date he testified that he gust -have % 

-• eeen him several times on social occasions and pcssibly corresponded with him 
VvC could not recall aiy specific meetings cr correspondence. . . 

♦ * ** " < ^ ** i- * 

• ^ , A > 1 ^ 

- Also on October li> 1950 PERL testified that he had an swareoees */»;/-/ •* ^* 

ROSENBERG from City College -days although he did not recall .seeing him ‘ 

** J ^ ’ .% "■* 

’ . ♦ - - f r . . * -V*'S V. * * A »>^***^ V# « 


■» 




? Cf/yA’ ' ' On March 13, 1951 toe Federal Grand Juxy returned a.true'biU oh 
, ' i •. indictment charging PERL with perjury on four cofunts. -This indictment was 
y‘ . ' -sealed on that date and charged in substance as follows: That PERL violated-- Ay 
.': i -Section 1621, Title 16, IMted States Code in that (Count One) on August l6,y%v.yT-y> 

• • 1950 he denied acquaintance with MORTON SOBELL; (Count Two) that he denied .. y.-'. X;." ' . .. 
'. acquaintance with HELDIE ELITCHERj (Count Three) that he denied acquaintance yy/' .‘.yj, 




, United States Ih-strict Court, too issued a bench warrant.. . 

ted on that date at his home. Apartment 7i> lOli East 38to 


IRVING R. XiUfmN, United States ULstri 
Subject was arrested on that date at hi 
Street, New York City b^' Bureau agents. 


Street, New York City bj' Bureau agents. *, v M vt-t . - J 

On March 15, 1951 PERL was brought before Honorable HENRI W. OOUnARD, '• y Z: 
United States Bistriet Judge, Southern District of Mew York for arraignment, at ; / • 
which time he entered a plea of not guilty to each of the four counts in toe . / 

indictment. Bail was fixed in the amount of $20, OCX)., in default of which PERL' /' y 
was remanded to the custody of toe United States Marshal and placed in the < 

Federal House of Detention, Mew York City. - n . ^^ '-r /• Vi''. 


, r 


$ 20 , 000 . 


Cn March 19, 1951 FHRL was released in cash bail in the amount of 

' ' y ' .vT; X . i ” 
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■ 7a Junej 1948, PERL r«turn*4 to Clorolaad, <ftlo,'to rosuae ••plpyai^t ^ 
!!•. V ’’a4 tbV Batloaal Advisory Cosmittoe for Aorooautlcs. BBKRIEnA BAVmz 

■ "S' advised that during tbe period fron February, 1947> to June, 1948, vblle ' 

^ «ere in Kev York City, they did not live together# but that PERL only visited 

ber in the Oreenvlch Village apartnent, his resideoee address being vith bis ' * 

parents la tbe Bronx. Investigation in this case revealed 8AVI1XSC resided at' 

J .^ly . tbe above apartaent from February to Septetnber, 194?, ifhen she secured other 


V ^ ^ 


■■ r.'K 
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!;V 9 uarters in Manhattan. Thereafter, PEEIL is know to have resided in tte Oreawich^^ 

Tillage apartment until bis departure, for Cleveland in June, 1948«V ;'r>vf- 
Si.-* • • • •■ V .s 

from June, 1948, until August, 1^0, PERL resided in Cleveland mnd ' T ^ - 
■' ; visited SiTlSGE in lev York'City on occasion. As pointed out previously herein, v;;, 
PERL appeared under subpoena before the Federal Grand Jury, Southern District , f' . 

' - of Hew York, in August, September and October, 19^0. On August 16, 19?0, PSiL - v 
filed a Petition for Divorce from 8AVID0E in connection with the above oosnon 
..‘ lav relatlcuxship at Cleveland, Ohio. On October 14, 1950, ten days after Iiis ' 

c last appearance before the Grand Jury, PStL and SAVIDGE m^e application fOr.jiVv.^^^^^ 
f' .. marriage license and were legally married at Sev York City on October 21, 1950Vt.^-;‘.C|< 
k. The divorce proceeding was later dismissed. The United States Attorney handling 1 

• ‘ this matter stated that in view of their mar)tal status after October 21,^1950, ' 

; : DO effort would be made to subpoena HEKRlETI/l cither before a Grand Jury or m ‘ .VV 
- petit Jury because of the husband and wife privilege. - . ' '.- V.. 
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On July 18, 1952 , a child, ARUREV ARTHUR, was born. The couple resided 
together in lev York City frm the time of their marriage until HIRL's conviction 
idien his ball was cancelled. * ' • ' ' • ^ . • • " ‘ s i, '? 




- Testimony at PERL'S trial from his classmates and fron one of bisy;.'; ''v’/V'r . 
close friends revealed that during his college days be was active in the * ^ 

Stelnmets Clnh, which was also known as tbe Engineers * Group of tbe Young -i . : 

Communist League. JULIUS BOSERBERG and KORTOR SOBELL were active in this group O ' 
at the. seme time, ROSERBSRC being tbe President or Chairman. PERL was quoted i./V: 
as having stated at tbe time he was employed by tbe Government In 1939, to 
the effect ttat he would h&ve to drop out of Communist activities *for ^practical - 




PERL has been described by his professors at college and by his t - 

superiors and colleagues at his place of employment, as exceedingly brilliant f' 
and borderixg on genius. Be progressed rapidly at HACA from a Junior electrical O 
engineer to tbe position of aeronautical research scientist and a supervisor. ; 
who led and directed efforts in research problems. Bis pursuits were for the ' . 
most part la tbe field of theoretical aerodynamics and Jet propulsion. ; 


^Vv,.v 


Wl 6545507 •- ' ■' 

'•;. -L^- ’ ■ *■ ■ • "■ •*•** ■: y'i^iK y/.X!* 

,Xt tbould b« noted here tbnt be took* leeTe jdtbo^'ptj jt 
troe'L9U6'to 1948 to study for bis doctorete «t Colitis t^Ttrsi^ 
this period be also acted as technical aaatatant to Xr*'^BBODCRB ? 
one of the leading aarodynaailetB In the world, tbo was ChalxwaB:of 'tbe 
Scientific Advisory Board, United States Atr force, ~Fentagon,"Uiiahlflgtoo 
and also Chief Scientific Advisor to the Sortb Atlantic Sreaty Qr8anisatiani:^^|^ 

P^. 

r .. Buring his onplojnent at lACA be had aecesa toisoois of fthla •■ coua i ti ^*A^^* 

top aecret ezperlnental and research data, and during bis association tfltb{Xr**I]^/,. 
VON EABKAN he had access to such clasaifl^ data available to 90S SASHAS 'becaMM'^^ 
of the latter’a high poaltlon. ^ >■ ^ 
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9ZV1AH GIASSMAN, who vaa knovn to be a friend of AULZUS and " *• 

SOSENBERG In Bev York City, has admitted that She received Instmetlona .£roa m -^1^% 
stranger immediately after BOSENBEBG* a arrest to goto Cleveland to see an 
‘aeronautical engineer with instructions for bln to flee to Mexico and 
cash to finance the ^Ip. She has further admitted that she In'faet-went 
.Cleveland and contacted WILLIAM SERL as instroeted but that be refused the 

Concerning this Incident, sbe stated that in 'vlev of their ' fear ^bat V. 

lERL’S apartment nlj^it be under PBI aurvelUanee, no oral cooversatlon was ; * ' 
entered into but rather her instructions vere delivered to lERL in wrlting*rS‘*^5*''f : 
vhlle in bis apartment. During this written conversation the nsae JDLXIS 
BOSENBERG was mentioned although both CLASSMAS and fEBL have denied the reason h • 

why ROSENBERG'S name was mentioned under the above circuaetances. e^ln thia'>C^«|T‘^"^.; 
re^ird, It. is significant to note that KOSENBERG was .arrested for '.eepionaga^^'^^t';^/.- 
on July 17, 1950; on July 21, 1950 OLASSMAB received Instructions In lew YOrk^^^-,. « 
City to go to Cleveland as above; sbe traveled to Cleveland on .tte pgwa And 
above visit occurred on July 23, 1950* • 

PERL, While admitting the above visit from GLASaiAB, professes 'tbat 
be does not know the reason why she came to him. .PERL bss stated that ' . 

became greatly perturbed at the time of her visit and in hie anxiety destroy^ 
the written notes of their conversation by flttshlng then down the toilet.' ?-,?'*- 


After the above information was obtained from 9IVIAB OASSKAN and 
lERL, both refused further Interview concerning tills incident* 




•V’sftt/ 


Information concerning the above associations of PERL with oth»VH’?i|®,:A; 
members in the ROSENBERG network became available in 1950 after the arrest^ ' 

Ur. EMIL JULIUS KLAUS FUCHS in England, BARRY. GOU) in Philadelphia ^ 

GREENGIASS and JULIUS BOSENBERG in Hew .York City, Of whom were ebar ge d - '* 

with espionage in behalf of the Soviet Union. . At this time sufficient dat§^pN^^^y 
became available from several unrelated sources to indicate that 
acquainted with BOSENBERG, SQBELL and ethers'* Sovever, when subpoenaed 
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the Mderal Grand Jury, Boutbarn District of lev Tork, be deiilad acqualata^i'C,^.... 
.vltb Itbeee .iBdlvlduale* . . - ■ .‘‘li. L'v 


,> ' • * • 

Prior to bie testlniony before tbe Grand Jury be bad been Interviewed 

by Special Agents of tbe FBI on eeveral occasions both at Cleveland, (Axlo, and 
' 'Vev York City during vbicb be vae questioned concerning end sbovn pbotograpbs 
tbe various Individuala about vbom be vas later questioned in tbe Grand 
;\vJury proceedings. PSRL denied these individuals during tbe original .intervlev 

and during bie Grand Jury appearances but during bis third Grand Jury appearance Vj.*' ;* 

”> -CfX. ..be admitted some recollection of them. - Tbe appeuant refreshing of 'bis aemory ^ -/■ .*•< v*. v.; . 
,‘i\ i '' -during his later appearance is not compatible vitb tbe fact that anicb detail of • . v 
■ his suspected activity and acquaintance vae discussed vitb him during prior 
interviews* 


It nay be further significant to note that during the trial PEEiL 
attempted to explain under oath on the vltnees stand that be thought the Grand 
Jury was asking him if be was "intimately acquainted" vitb tbe various individuals „ 
'^'.and that he vae under a nental . strain because of bis employment. According 
■ r'^bis State of mind at that time be said he believed bis answers to be true* ^ 

At one point during his testimony be vas asked if be knew VIVIAN CLASSMAN, 'to . 
vbicb be replied that be did not know vbat tbe vord "know" meant* Thereupon 
.. tbe presiding Judge interrupted tbe questioning to ask PERL bis concept of the , . 

- vord "know” PERI, replied he would have to look it^ in tbe dictionary* 

. * 1 - 

During bis trial evidence was admitted in PERL'S own hai^vrltlng 
. ' ' vbereln SOBELL vas referred to end in another instance be admitted tbe fact of 
•VIVIAN CLASSMAN'S visit to him in Cleveland, above described. 

* # 

Notvitbetanding tbe above, PERL still stated that be attempted in ' " ■ 

every way to cooperate with the Government and not to obstruct its investigation ' 

In any way. 

On May 22, 1953, tbe date tbe Jury returned its verdict' and PEEL'S 
bail vas cancelled, tbe presiding Judge before remanding tbe prisoner invited 
him on tbe record to contact tbe Judge before aentence date in tbe event FEEL 
so desired* Be then set sentence for June 5 # 1953* 




During tbe arguments by Government counsel opposing a defense motion 
for continuance of ball pending appeal. Assistant United States Attorney ROBERT 
MARTIN stated on tbe record that there vas Information available which directly 
linked FEEL vitb the ROSENBERG-SOBELL espionage ring, but that tbe information 
could not be made public* The presiding Judge thereupon requested this informa- 
tion^ made available to him privately in chambers vbicb was done* At the 

- ‘ • ■ ...... •• 
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. eoaclttslon of this bearing, PECL’E attorney me. quoted e« follow :’''l*If there ' 

le eubtt&nce in vbat Mr* MARTIN •ays><«iid I knov Mr. MARTIN doesn*! epe&k ^ -/«' •. - 

llghtly->I hope Mr. FT!EU« vlll be ooved to cooperate vltb the Govemnent fron -• •• * ‘ 
tov on",’ •■••' • 




At the time of centeace the presiding Judge stated for the recwd 




w:,^hat be could not accept the Jiffy* s recommendation of cXemeDcy and. that TERIi'fi 
> admitted explanation of the charges from the witness stand vas **botb stupid 
■ >‘;and clumsy and an affront to the Intelligence of a normal man", - The Judge 
- -further stated that lERL'S Biotlve for perjury was "not to conceal a' mistaken ' 
philosophy of youth" gained by hie young Coiuaunist league associations In • 
college hut "to conceal the activities of bis mature life". 

FERL stood mute both on the date of verdict and sentence. 
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There are no known mitigating cSrcumstancea. 
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i’Jc i'arrltf F.eport of CA ifaiiricc V, Corcoran 
CatcC Au'jnot 24f 1053, at Ucto Yorh, -nhicli has been 
sub'zitted in the atiove^eaptioned case* 
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yc'jicu of this ropprt reflects i:\st ycu 

, . iled inolude in the anhjcci^s pcrocncil hiatorj and 

/;cc.X.rcKUd ?iis zisvital end parental crayae, anC the feet 
i/.av h:. had lived in connon^lctiv rcle '.ionohip nith Jlcttte 
Jcuif'ne for c nv^^t-cr of years before he learricd her. This 
report also contains inforcaticn -jhich is classified, 
ioar ettentisn is specifically directed is paragraphs 
4, 2, and 6 on page 4, For your inforrsaiicn this report 
eiust be dicssninated to the aurea'u of Trisono chtch Coes 
not have personnel cleared to receive classified infuraation. 


In vtc:s thereof, yoa are instructed to subriit an anended 
report deleting therefren all classified inferzsiton, loa 
arc also rcrucotcd to resfrite she second ar.d third oentens 
in paragraph 3, pe.7c 3, uhich arc osnclvsionc based upon 
the classified infomatton set forth cn page 4 previously 
referred to. 

This nutter should be hcnClcd cog. adit ions ly so 
that the Tisreau nay nahe apprcprial-c diccczi'nctior. to ihe 
:)urca:i of Iriscr^s, 
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Of the *tSr^of^^?S;,;“,*;Sj^«^‘^fi«o'aiUI to llTO 
. Ottrmntly. judge HI4N stated “otence tTrua 

** “= r»aaded. .m 

^ same dote betore the United State?cSfnf**r”“?* •''P*0 the appeal on 
Wdch was also denied. T “**' “'''^•' of appeals. SeooM^St, 

I-otaotion. Ke. Xo,* Citx to tb'e U^ted 


AGflRAyATiWa cffi KTTIGAT I NG CIRCinSTAKCES 


or Russian and Polish parwLi^f^ citizen, bora in New loik City 

York City and attended the City Collet of f ^ public schools of Hew 

institution where he obtained a Va«!+at5\d» Yot*k> a nuniclpally supported • ‘ 
1939 Thereafter he (aectxIS) 6?^ . ] 

^ientiat in the National AdviSCTTr Contn^+V?^^ States Ooverment as a research - 

^ginia and Cleveland, Chio. This oheanihat-tor ct lar^Qr Held, 

several years ago to correlate and conamssioned by the Presiden 

research in aeronautics. Goveraaent and. private industry 

Stsinmets Club, «^oh ’■“ ««« do tie 

Conjunist lesgue. JDHBE RCCEffllM^I *®®e ' 

at toe sane time, ROSEICERG being the^esid^rt^S^ 7®^* ^tlve in this group 
as having stated at the time he 7? Chairman, perl was quot^ 

the effect that he would have to drorout^of S,«***®< to 

reasons*. ^ of Comroaiist acUvities "for pr^Ucal 
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FOIL has been described b7 his professore at college and bgr his ; 
tuperi'^rs and colleagues at his place of ei^lcyinenl, as exceedingly brilliant 
and boz^^^ng on genius. He progressed r^idly at KACA from a general electrical 
engineer to the position of aeronautical research scientist and a av^rvlsor . , . 
vbo led ana^ directed efforts in research problems. His pursuits were for the 
most part in\Jhe field of theoretical aerodynamics sz^ jet propulaion. 
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It should be noted here that he took leave without pay from the HACA 
from 19 I 16 tb 19liB, to study for bis doctorate at polumbia University. > 

During this period^ he also acted as technical assistant to Dr* THEOIOHE VOK 
KARMAN, one of the leading aerodynamists in the world« who was Chairman of 
the Scientific Advlsb^ boards United States Air Force^ Fentagosj Wasbington« . 
DC and also Chief Scientific Advisor to the Hath Atlantic Treaty Qrganlaation 
with headquarters at PdriSy France. / 
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During his enpIOYSient at HACA he had access toseoae cf this ocnmtxy^e ^ 
top secret «cp&r i me ntal an^research data and during his association with Dr.*:^'<^ xX 
YON KARMAN he had access to\mch classified data available to YCK KARHAII becaiiM 
of the latter’s high position. / 

\ ■'' ■ ■ 

In connection with the abovcy it is significant to note that a 

confidential Informant of unknoim reliabill'ty furnished information concerning 
the principals and activities •of JULIUS ROSENBERG espionage netwcrk. ' This 
informant has advised that JULIUS VoSQ^’BERQ told him that ITILLIAU PERL fuz^ebed.r 
his espionage network with yaluableMnfonaation for the Soviet Union. With 
reference to this aforementioned in^^raanty it is noted that information fom*' '"^; 
ished bj' him which was subject to vffic^ication or subetantiatioDy has been foi^i' . 
to be accurate. ■ j \ . - 

lilkewisey DAVID GREENGIASSy self-adinitted Soviet espionage agent who 
was a Government witness at the trial of ihjLIUS ROSENBERG and UQRIOK SCBEILy ' ’ - 
has stated that JULIUS ROSENBERG told him that one of bis contacts was a con- 
sultant on a dam in Egypt. GR5ENGLA5S said BpSENBEHG described this man as - < 

having been employed try the Government and to^ the job as a consultant while 
he was on leave. \ 

Investigation by the New Tork Office from the records has revealed 
that the dam referred to was the Aswan Dam at Aswany Eg^t. The Chemical 
Construction Corporation, Hew York City had perfoxmed some research and con- 
sultant work on the of this dam. Dr. THEODORE YQJ EARJIAN 

was ;retained by the Chemical Construction Coip oration as a consultant on some . 
pz^):h.ems in connection with the dam and WILLIAM PERL as^sted VDK.KARKLiN 
various calculations. ^ 
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yiVIAK QL/L5SIM> Wno was known to be a frtend of ^LIUS and ETHEL 
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R^^3ER0 In Ke^^>Yoric City, has admitted that ehe received 'inatructions fro® a 

ROSEJJBJSO'S ««rt to go to Cl4,el«d tTooe « .* . 
aeronautical engin^r with instructions for hin to flee'to MexLeo and 82.000. 

Msh to finance the ViP* S-^e bas further admitted that she in fact went to ^ 
Cley^and and contac^ mUAM PERL as. instructed but that he refused the monfly; j- /• 

wnTic incident, she .stated tb^ in view of their fear that r -I.-* 

• bWder rai aurveillance, no oral conversatien was . . ,• T- 

e^red into but rather instructions were/Ielivered to PERI in writinc 

while in his ipartoent. \ / ^ 

\ > 

\ 

Ik 0 .x V j a<afflltWd the above visit from GUSSlttH but professed 

that he does not kno»' the reasdn why she cane to him. PxRL has stated that he ; 

greatly peturbed at the ^me of .ter visit and in his aiadety destroyed • 
the written notes of their eonverbation by flushing them down the toilet. •> - 

' •••..■■ \ / • - •- . • • ■ ; 

•wi»T V above infonnatiVm was obtained ftoin VTVIAir GIASSKAN and.'- 

PERL, both refused further intervie-.T\concerning this incident. 

Infomation concerning “the sOiove associations of PERL with other 
Mnbers in the EOSEZBERG net?/ork becane Vvailablc in 1?50 after the arrest of 

^ England, HAm GOLD in Philadelphia and of DAVID 
ffiESNGLASS and JULIUS R0Sa?BEPi} in Nerj York City, all of whom were charged , • . • - 
Wth espionage in behalf of the Soviet Uni^. At the time sufficient data! C- 
became available from several unrelated souses to indicate that PERL was not *' 
only acquainted with ROSENBERG, SOBELL and otters but that be undoubtedly ^ ■ 
pvticipated with them to some extent at least'^n the con^iracy. However, 
when subpoenaed before the Federal Grand Jury, Southern District of New Icrk. 
he denied acquaintance with these individuals, xtuph less knov/ledee of their 
espionage activities. \ , ' 


ji^ 


Prior to his testimony before the Grand JiW be bad been Interviewed 
by opeeial Agents of the FBI on several occasions both at Cleveland, Chio atv j t 
New York City during which he was questioned concerning and shown photographs 
of the various individuals about whom he was later que stoned in the ^and 
Jury proceedings. , PERL denied these individuals during^he original interview • 
^ during his Grand Jury appearances but during his thitd Grand Jury appearance 
be admitted some recollection of them. The apparent refrefhing of his juenoiy 
during his later appearance is not compatible with the fact\that uruch det&l of 
bis suspected wtivity and acqaaintaice was discussed with during prior. - 
intez*vi0ws» . \ , ^ . 
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«< ‘?* Wint <iuri.-^ liirt.JtJl * ’’' l>«aeved •‘ewrSns 

wMch he replied' Sat Asked ®^® ^ W true. ^ 

the presiding judS intf »hat the w^rH eJ?®” Wmw GLASSJiAN 

.o«. 

\ ^ *“’'• to'lecl: It im^ ?if l^^Pt or tlK ' 
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Jt vill te Teoalleit th&t the cbc!>o-'7ia:3ed ^ 

subject v-’.e found guilty by a jury in the U, 5 , .'Hstrict 
Court, Southern Listriot ef He:; Jork, on tuo counts cf ^ •• ' 

c ycrjuri’ in'Jfctrieni rcl:ting to C:nizlc of the o:'Jbject 
ccnccrniny Me acjuaintcncc vith I.iorLor, rohcll end Juliuj .■ 
j^osenberg, and not guilty on tuo counts relating to denials 
of the subject coi.acrning bio aoquc.intcnce cltfc Helene . 
£litc!;:.T and Uichael and Ann Sidcrovich* The Jury 'al-io ‘ •’ - 
recuToenCjd elenency in ioo On June 2953, 

the cubjeet ijac sentenced to five years ly S» Cietrict 
Judge Sylvester £yan on each count to run concurrmtlym "■ 


' S A 
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! s s i-i g ^ 

9 ^ . g ^ I*. I'j 

^ C » Ir 3 < 


► 1 ^* In connection vith the findings of the jury 

J in this case. Chief Assistant V, 5\ Attorney Llcyc Tm 

tiji ‘4 2iacHcho7i of the Southern I/istrict of IJea York has ■ - 

''ir' cenfidcnti-illy advised that shortly after sentence tn ’ • 

this case, he uao visited in his office by two Kcniere 
of the jury^ Jie. identified these nert co rreeacr. Lincoln, . 
on cCiticr on fortune. Tine and Life Incorporated in Sea 
5 w‘ JTori City, end iJeerge Tarher Chutt of the Advertising 

Lepartaent of Fortune, Tine ana Life Zncorporctsd^ These ■ ' 

I their opinions of instant case and explained 

‘ yerdic'v as fcllov)S: 

SEt ' 1 j fU'S’t ballot ta'rcr, shortly after delibera- r, 

fellA! ! ED began, the vote oac eleven to one for conviction on A 7 

”■ ' iH.T'counia^ The one vote against conviction laas cast bj y 
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I, bcllotif were taken and cn each, cecssion i/r» Sonzsrrcld voted 
' fci' c^njuitial on all four cour.ls^ <a/' * • A*/’ 
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Acr.or.iin'j to Ifcscrc, .ZinroZr ani Chxifi. it mas 
ar.porfi-ii, t.'iat Son-icrfald fgc 5 attev.ptin'j to caitce a hung 
i^:'cu:'2C he t.'i'i'.lC not listen te 'ihe cr^.'.'ncRta the 


u;ua /i;7v attcnDia uerc 

»hcr. r.rtrfc hj :\c o/hcr Jurors to cory-rcniac the ienues, 

^ ^^hv first pro]>o$al vso to retvrn c nutltv 
vcroict cTi all counts nith o YcGorxuinc.atizn for acrev, 
tSor>.^,crf{‘lt >'y.;2r^ not c^rec, A pro/csrl rr;* then zzeeJe 
<.r ci:>,jcc1 on the riitclicr ar.:i ^iicorvuich counts 

J y c C;. c..i;C'r tivc r.oi',}\',:s ■ i-t’i r 7*cco'*i.":cr;{?c:^ f jn 

j cr >-cr: :crj alt*, thereupon r.':rccC» 

^ ':i:r P'.irvcvfc /ties contain u: identifiable, 
ccrops.ort inferuativn on j:crr.:.n •Sorrier f elf, 

infor'n-^io'n^'^ ts furnisheC for yo::r confidential 





Office Mem iupi • UNITED S'X. % 


^VERNMENT 


TO 1 

f 'P, A , tt, ij.t. 

noM 4# 

MR, W, A, B?. 

iUBJBCT: 

WILLIAM PERL 


EEPIO'IAGE - . 


PSRJBPy 


• r 


DATE: SejJtember 24, 

1953 g::r: 


N 



J-i loilJ he recaljerl thet the subject's ettornsy, 

JFhilip Wittenberg, contncte-'l W* S, District Ju'lge SylvestPr J. 
Ryan on Septenber 21 last. At that tine, Witter.barg desired 
to kno'j) if Perl cooperated loith the Oovermient by supplying 
tnrorr.r.tionj ceulo* anything be done in his favor, fudge Ryan 
.told Wittenberg he believed that Perl had inforr.ation of an 
‘'^espionage n-.turz tn nhich the ffoyornnent L>a.o interacted and, 
Iwhile he yieu'd not 'nake any comnitments, he cdviceJ Wittenberg 
Rio effect the cooooration of Perl if at all possible. At 
that time, Witte nterg indicated he inoiild visit perl at 

the Terre f’cuts Penitentiary on either September 12 or 23, 1953, 

The Pen Pork Office, in furnishing this irforxrtion, 
instructed that the Indianapolis Office arrange, if at all 
feasible, to determine the substance of Perl's conversations 
;oith ^iitenbe rg, through established sources or otherwise at the 
institution^ 


This morning (September 24), Hr, Trank it-uejenc.’, of 
the Burec^a of Prisons', contacted Section Chief Baumgardner and 
informed that he had received a coll from Acting Warden fadigan 
at the Terre Haute penitentiary, Uadigen stated that he had • 
been contacted by a Special Agent of the Bureau who had re juestci 
\that armangsrients be perfected so that the Bureau could be advised 
of an / conversation bsttoecn Wittenberg erd WilliaT, Peri, I'adigan 
informed that WitUnberg and Perl's wife :;. rj preser^tly at the 
Penitenticrv and were waiting to meet with Perl, Loveland stated 
he was callinn to inquire if the pursan vrr.icc’ perl's conversation 
monitored, ’'Loveland was advised titat if in the ordinary course 
I of the prison procedure it was possible to determine the substance 
<0^ Perl's cn r.ve rsat ion, then the Bureau locmted this information, 
lit was pointed out to ffr, Loveland that under no circumstenoes 
*did the Bureau desire the conversations monitored if there was 
i going to be a pretest i.hnt the Bnreeu wr.'- interfering with the. 
./attcrncy->client relationship, Mr, lov-' land indicated he would so 
i instruct the Terre H'l/it': P-nitentiarii, i 


.4 OTION: 


This is for your informatior.^ 
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sru5jcct\s attorney, Philip HftUnberg, contacted Federal \ 

desired to knoa if Perl cooTteiKiied ' 

/ loitk Giberuaient could anything be done in his fav6r\ ^won ' 

/I DeKeued Perl hcd inforKation ' of tspioncge 

ii :'•■»■ *' r^.C'fce continued on page S) 
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1^0 (continued from page 1) 

nature tn to/iich Government Interested and while he could nafce 
no commttmenta, he advised tyitte'iherg to seryre ferine 
Cfope ration if pass ible , At tha i time liittc.ioery indicated 
hi would visit Perl at Terre Haute PenitenHary« JiYO 
instructed Indianapolis Office to arrange coverage of any . 
conversations Perl had with hie attorney if feasible » 
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WAS INSTRUCTED TO FOLLOW CONVERSATION CLOSELY AND THAT CORRECTIONAL 
OFFICER HAD STATED DISCUSSION CENTERED ON APPEAL EFFORTS, POSSIBLE CHANGE 
OF VENUE AND THAT QUOTE A FRIEND OF FORTY YEARS WOULD ^E OF L^IZSTIMATABIE 
VALUE UNQUOTE. NO NAMES MENTIONED DURING VISIT. MADIGAr/ STATED THAT 
UHITTEMBERG INQUIRED AS TO PROCEDURE THAT HE FOLLOW IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A 
FUTURE UNSUPERVISED VISIT, MADIGAN STATES THAT HE DOES NOT HAVE AUTHOR- 
ITY TO ALLOW VISIT TO BE COVERED EXCEPT WITH CORRECTIONAL OFFICER. ’ 

I 

THEREFORE, HE REQUESTED THAT DIRECTOR OF BUREAU OF PRISONS BE CONTACTED 
FOR AUTHORITY TO COVER FUTURE VUSITS. BUREAU REQUESTED TO CONSIDER 

! FEASIBILITY OF CONTACTING BUREAU OF. PRISONS RE THIS^MATIER. 

(,2R N0VS2’®® 


END AND ACK IN ORDER PLS 
WA 737PM OK FBI WASH DC CCW 
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TBl, INDIANAPOLIS 
'DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, NEW YORK 

I WILLIAM PERL, ESPIONAGE - R, PERJURY* RE IF TEL DATED SEPT. TWENTYTHREE 
LAST. ASSOCIATE WARDEN J. P. MADIGAN ADVISED INSIANT DATE THAT WHITTEN- 

m 

BERG AND SUBJECT-S WIFE APPEARED AT PENITENT1AF:Y ON SEPTEMBER TWENTYFOUR 

1 LAST. MADIGAN STATED HE ADVISED WHITTENBEP.G OF PRISON VISITING RULES AND 

THAT IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO OBTAIN APPROVAL FHOr-J BUREAU OF PRISONS. 

# 

MADIGAN STATED THAT HE IMMEDIATELY TELEPKOMICALLY CONTACTED ASST. DIR. 
LOVELAND, BUREAU OF PRISONS WHO AUTHOR 1 2ED THIRTY MINL'TE VISIT UNDER 
SUPERVISION OF CORHECTICNAL OFFICER. MADIGAN STATED CORRECTIONAL OFFICER - 
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WTTEKBERC-S C0.\T4— uitu . ^ CONCERNING 

CO^.TK. WITH JUDGE RVAk and PROPOFEO UIFtt u,, 

obtained in STRICTEST CONFIDENCE IT rsT 

C0CNI2ANT CP PRISON RE-ni .Trn . 

«mittance without prison ap *^‘'SED 

«SS,«.r •'-^'SOH IT IS not 

WSSIBIE FOR nYO TO ADVISE WITTENSERT OF PDrc. 

ir WITTENBERG SHOULD BE SUCCESSFUL IN OBTAINIn' 

«>ULD BE DEFINITELY IN INTEREST OF BUREAU ” 

«« aoREAu-s i::;;;:; :: ::i;:rr"" ^ 

relaxation of VISIT REGULATIONS IN THIS iIft'anoT"* " 

-KAN HE SHOULD NOT INDICATE TO WITTENBEr'g THa; HE HaTanyT """ 
knowledge OF PROPOSED wtCT .C " ” ^ ^ PREVIOUS 

-lrnapolis sutel: 
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DIRECTCP, FBI AND SAC, NEW YORK ' URGENT 

WILLIAM PERL, WA, ESPIONAGE - II, PERJURy.rAoTI^G WARDEN A 

^ m 


I 

N A. PAUL^'B 


? ) 


k, V « wa Wm » 

ADICAN, US?, T1.R8E HAUTE, INDIANA, ADVISED ATTORNEY PHILIP tflTTENBEt^ 
IS NOT OFriCIALLY APPROVED FOR VISITING SUBJECT. THEREFORE WITTENB'-R^ 
muIRED TO COMMUNICATE WITH WARDEN FOR PERMISSION AND SUBSEOUENT 
SCHEDULING OF VISITS CONSISTENT WITH PENITENTIARY VISITING REaC-- 

, ulations. madigan states that wiitenberg has made no attempt to visit 

^ subject TO DATE. Ht STATES THAT SHOULD WITTENBERG APPEAR AT PENITEN- 
TIARY WITHOUT HAVING BEEN PREVIOUSLY APPROVED AND SCHEDULED FOR VISIT 

madigan bill not allow visit, madigan advised he will notify ip office, 

^ IMMEDIATELY WHEN ANY SUCH VISIT IS SCHEDULEdTI v. ' 

^ j 

CORREDXXCORRECT LINE 5 WORDS SHLD RD ’REGULATIONS* 

RKPRDED - 2P 

12-55 PM OK FBI WA PH 
OK FBI NYC RN 
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DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, NEW YORK CITY 

(f. ^ /*“ 

WILLIAH PERL, WA. ESP-R, PERJURY. RE NYC lEL INSTANT DATE. (^ASSOCIATE 

WARDEN J. PAUL KADIGAN RECONTACTED INSTANT DATE. HE STATES IF WITTEN-" 
EERG APPEARS AT USE, TERRE HAUTE, FOR VISIT, MADiGAN WILL INMEDIATELY’ 
CONTACT DIRECTOR OF EUHEAU OF PRISONS BY TELETYPE FOR APPROVAL OF 
VISIT. MADIGAN STATES THAT DURING INTERIM. WHILE AWAITING APPROVAL 
INDPLS OFFICE CAN BE ADVISED OF PENDING VISIT AND ARRANGEMENTS TO COVER 


VISIT CAN BE EFFECTED. MADIGAN STATES HIS PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF PROPOSED 
VISIT WILL EE HELD IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCeT] ^ 

BLAYLOCK ' 
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VI Lit AM PERL, VA, ESPIONAGE - R, PERJURY. INFORMATION OBTAINED 
.CONFlDENflTlLY THIS DATE THAT ON SEPTEMBER TWENTY ONE LAST DEFENSE 
ATTORNEY PHILIP WITTENBERG CONTACTED USDJ SYLVEfTEK J. RYAN, SCNY 
IN CHAMBERS, HE STATED HE HAD MADE COMPLETE REVIEW Or TRIAL RECORD 
IN PREPARATION FOR AP.PfAL AND FEELS AVAILABLE APPEAL POINTS HAVE 
IlITTLE or no MERIT, FURTHER STATED HE HAS RECENTLY SPOKEN TO SUBJfifes 

V 

jWIFE, HENRIETTA, AND IT WAS AGREED BETWEEN THEM MORE EQUITABLE TO 
(save APPEAL FEES TO BE APPLIED TO LIVING EXPENSES OF WKE AND CHILD, 
WITTENBERG DESIRED TO KNOW IF APPEAL WITHDR.Ay;; AND PERL COOPERATED 

WITH THE GOVERNMENT BY SUPPLYING IN^-ORMATION I^ ANYTHING COULD BE 

" • . * • 

DONE IN FAVOR OF PERL, JUDGE RYAN TOLD WITTENBERG HE BELIEVED 
PERL HAJ INFORMATION OF ESPIONAGE NATURE IN WHICH GCVERNKENT VITALLY 
INTERESTED AND WHILE HE COULD NOT MAKE ANY COMM! TM ENT? 'AT THIS POINT HE 
ADVISED WITTENBERG TO PROCEED TO EFFECT COOPERATION OF PERL IF AT 
ALL POSSIBLE, WITTENBERG STATED HE INTENDED TO VISIT 




S PERL AT TERRE HAUTE PENETENTIARY EITHER SEPTEMBER TWENTY TWO OR 

✓ 

SEPTEMBER TWENTY THREE AND ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE t-qr JflS COOPERATION . ; 'V' 

1 W0f?nrD-65 - i • . vr 7 

* WITH THE GOVERNMENT, HE SAID HE WOULD RE UPON 

S return -TO NYC . INDIANAPOLIS, AT TERRt^?AUTE, REQUESTED TO XONFIRM ; 

ac' • rf y j y. ' y 

END PAGE ONE ' ' ^ 
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PAGE TWO 

WITTENBERC-S VISIT WITH WILLIAM PERL, TERRE HAUTE NUMBER ONE 2ER0 
THREE TWO FIVE AND, UACB, IF AT ALL FEASIBLE DETERMINE SUBSTANCE 
IHEIR CONVERSATIONS THROUGH ESTABLISHED SOURCES OR OTHERWISE AT 
INSTITUTION, FOR IN^O INDIANAPOLIS, PERL SUSPECTED MEMBER OF 
ROSENBERG ESPIONAGE NETWORK WHO WAS CONVICTED AND SENTENCED FOR 
FIVE YEARS FOR DENIAL BEFORE FGJ, SDNY OF ACQUAINTANCE WITH JULIUS 
ROSENBERG AND MORTON SOBELL, INDIANAPOLIS SUTEL NYO AND BUREAU, 
EXPEDITE, 

BOARD NAN 

INDIANAPOLIS ADVISED 
HOLD 
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Assistant /ttornej> general 
iarren CInej/ J2I 

^ J>irector. F£2 
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cc • jfr, Belaont 


Septenber 2S, 29^3 
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h'lLLI/iU PLKL. Viith olios 

rinjusY 

RECORDF.rJ-r • 

r'' 1 9 ^ 

t/' - Xnforactton hao been con/identidlly received t/toi 
on Septenber £1^ 1933^ Philip bittcnberg^ otterney For Perl» 
contcc icd Vnited States District Judge Lylvester J» Pyan oF 
the Southern pictrict of lea York^ it aill be recalled that 
Judge Hyan ocntenced Perl to five years inprisonnent on 
June 5, loss, ester 'liu conviction by c Jiry for ocrjurii, 
i-r, iittenberg edvised Judge Pyan that he hes node a complete 
revicis of the trial record end feels that on eppeal in this 
case has little or no nerit, I'r. littcnberg further advised 
that he recently spoke to Perils wife end ii uus agreed betiseen 
then th'’- 1 it 'oould be nore eguttable to save the money ijhtch 
would be necessary for an appeal so that it could be applied 
tc living expenses for y.rs, Perl end f*er child, Ur, iittenbera 
dcsirea to know from Judge Byon ttxat if the appeal xcre wii'x^ 
drcLVi and Perl co operated with the (?overnr^nt by supalying 
inforrrxitici. wncthcr anything could be dene in favor t Perl^ 
Judge -Vycn advised L'r, Utienberg tliaz he believed ;VrI had 
in/orriavicn cf an espionage nature in uiich the Covenvaent 
would ve vitally interested end while he could not ria.Ve any 
comnitTr.sntf at this pointy he advised rittenberg to proceed 
in an effort to effect tfte cooperation cf Perl if at all 
possible * JJr, . i ,itenbc rg stated he intenr&d to Perl 

and that he wonld recontact Perl at 5erre Jante Penitentiary, 
j.n‘jianCj where -i rl is confined and that he i ^uld recontact 
Judge ,.yan upon his return to lew Yct-: Jit;!, 


s 

f 
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T'- 


:: f 
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You will be kept advised cf cm ci-- itional 
d^.’jelopmentc in this natter. 


— C 3 - 3 S^>lP 
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• Offi'Ce Alff, ♦ DNITEE . GOVERNMENT 


TO 


Director^ FBI 



fUBJBCT: 


I 


&AC> Indianapolis (6^-2212) 


WILLIAU PERL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
PER JUKI 


DATS! oet(A>er 8, 1P53 


ReButal dated 9/28>^3* 

'.i. 


' M** 



In accordance vitn referenced teletype* no further effort frill 
be made b/ this office to cover future visits of WITTENBERG with the 
sub;)ect* 


Warden J. PAUL lUDIGAN of the 0* S* Penitentiary at Terre 
Haute* Indiana bas been advised that if It Is feasible* in the ordinary 
course of prison visiting procedure* to obtain the substance of the 
subject’ 8 conversation* the Bureau would desire this iz^ormation* He 
bas also been instructed* bowevcr* that an unsupervised visit with the 
subject is satisfactory* since the Bureau is desirous of obtaining the 
subject’s cooperation* 

It should be noted that the coverage of WITTEMBBRG’s recent 
visit at the penitentiary was solely on Ihe autbcrii^ of Warden MABIOAN 
and there was no interference with the attozney-^lient relationship 
in this case* 

Inasmuch as no further investigation is anticipated at this 
time* end until such time as infumation is received from Warden HADIQAW 
regarding additional visits* this ease is being considered RUC* / r 


» 


CTH/mrg 

REGISTERID KAIL 

ee- New York - 1 (REGISTERS) HAIX.) 







Office Men 


UKITED 






GOVERNMENT 




TO 


t y^KOIf 


* riPJJCTOR, PEI (65-59312) 
I SAC, KT.'? rOP.K (65-1?3B7) 

k — 


DATE: lCl/lV53 


«OBJBCT« WHilAK PERt, Wa; 
i':' ‘“.ESP-R 


V 




PERjimy 


A ■ •S'- j' s 

Ren^let 6/6/53# which enclesad Pom FD-122 dated 6/5/53# reflecting 
captioned mib^ect was being placed in the Security Index «’Jn.^vailabie Section - 
Iii^risoned” iaaernich as he was then detained in the Federal House of detention. 
Hew lork City, Reflet further advised aub ject had been sentenced on 6/5/53 to 
five years in custody of the Attorney General on each of two counts of per Jiffy, 
centonoe to run concurrently. 


Attached is a revised Pormn)-122 dated lO/Hi/53# which reflects subject 
Is now Incarcerated at the U,S. Penitentiary, Terre Haute, Indian^ to idiich he 
has been transferred to continue serving the above five-year sentence. 

The Indianapolis Office is requested to make arrangements with the 
U,S. Penitentiary, Terre. Haute, to be advised when subject is released or if 
he should be transferred to another institution in accordance with instructions 
contained on Page 6 of SAC Letter 53-30 dated 5/1/53, 

Indianapolis is further requested that upon receipt of notice of 
subject's release from in^risonment, the Bureau and the Kew York Office be 

advised so that consideration may be given to further action in coxmectioi* with 
the Security Index, 


£nol 


. 1 - Indi^jiapolis 
MrfCtIM 
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1 



• 'K 






Office Mjemo^dum • 


UNITED STA 


i 


PD - 122 
' ( 1 - 2 .S 1 ) 

GOVERNMENT 




Fl.Ob£ 


SUBJECT: 


Director, ?BI (So-SHrjli:) 
SkO, jvev York (65-15:367) 


DATE; 10/14/55 


j » ■ ♦ 

) /. ' - ■ 


wriLLLtC: rSHL, va m. - - • ^ > 

ESP**n f ^ 

Perjur/ . 

Bantv.rj, , ' 

It is reconniiended that a. Security Index wrd be prepared on the 
above-cap tioned individual* 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows t (Specify change only) 


r? 


KAUE 


ALIASES 


NATIVE BOSH 


NATURALIZED 


COMINIST 


SOCIALIST IVOIKERS PAKTT 


_ AUEN 

INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST lEAOUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 
TAB POR DETCQU 


DATE OP BIHTH 


' f T 


TAB FOR COMSAB 


RACE 


SEX 


•PUCE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of enyloying concern and address) 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS {Specify from Vital Facility Ust) 
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' /^I.TTASH nSLB (65-551;3) 10-12-53 . 

: ^ . ■ DIRECTOR (65-59312) AIJD SAC NST YORK (65-15387) — REGISTEREO MA j T>_. 

0 ‘ -' -.-^ . 6 ' , 

:..; /<ILLIAt? PERL, WA., ESP. ?.. AND PERJURY. NY 00. HEJ/i-OLBT J 
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FBI.TTASH nSLD (65-551;3) 


10-12-53 
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" .-FOURTEEN UST TRAN2.‘'.iTTL-^G TO If^C GSRIiyN ORIGmL NACA MATERIAL 

V-S": ' v' • • ■ ' ' ■ . ••.- s. u 

■ ••CONCJHHINCr SUBJECT OBTAINED FROM MR’. CEESTER HOLT,' ROOM TWO ONE' 'I • 


^.1 . / ' 




TiTO TEMPO?-!G^.Y D BUlLDINGf TASIi., D. C. DESCRIPTION CF MATEP.lia 
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'PAGE OKE HILEI'. NY RE^iUESIEO TO EXPEDITE RETl!RK OF. SA>iE TO TOO 
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IK ORDER THAT JIATERIAl MAY BE RETUHNLD TO CSC V/HICH HAS .REaUESTED ■ ■4- ; 
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fviLLIAi&RL, 
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ESIMli FERJtET 
SmmSL, SSIVR 

EE BECaajT IHSiaUCTlOKS ISSTEn BX BtRHtTJ IB OOHaBCTiC® UHH THE « ww b hh. ?t . IBOJBCT 
AS A RESULT OF TTHICH THE BUESL&UT AED SESaP-I Ri^VE SUBi KimiJ TB KEHO FOEM AH. 
ESIOGATORI Xro IB TBS2R 7ARIOTJS FILSS, ECLCDriG DZBOCaiTCPJr ISCrO IR CIC FILES, 
CCWCERIflEG CAPTIOjEJ) StKBJECT, WILLliH E2RL* IE ACCORDiUJC^ WITH BIIET BATED 
OCT* 1, 1953 CAPncaSET •SSKCSWEL", AEPRCFTjSD BT Bmi&TSL BATED OCT* Ki, 1953, 
DIRSCIED TD EESJARX, COPI TO BT, HO BLIHD MEHO WAS SEBIIIITED BI BIO, A SSnEB 
GP THE 3HFO SET FORTH IH ABOVE JEKO EEmiS TEAT EACH ITEM CCUCTiTIRG STBJECT 
william perl, as mi as each item CCKCEEBI^ 7lI5 TAE10U3 ASSOCIATES LISTED IB 
THE MEHO, BAS BSEC REPCETED 3iEVIOHS:i IB SUBJECT’S CASE FILE, BUFIIS 65-59312, 
HEKARK FILE 65-lilOO, HI FILE 65-15337 , THIS CASS IS RSai aiBG, HI OFFICE CP CaiDIH, 
IB ?IEW CF SEHSITIVE EATDRE CF BilS IBTESTIGATIC!! AS FJILA5ED TO TiiS V 
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•* ^ 
/ 


.ESPIOEAGS BEXIEK, HO LOCAL DISSSUHATIGS EAS EClinJ CT T3^S3 REPCT.TS AT HI, 

* ' l\ 

jIT IS HffiSID ED APfROJRIATS DISSEHJNATIGH OF THIS EtPO HAS. BEES MADE CT .l^jBtEEAH, 


i ^ 


\ 


^ *■* ^ - 

/ ■ ; ' 

IT IS KOTED TSM AS RESULT OF ABOVE IHTCSTffif.TEC? PERL WAS CGHYICTEa) OF SEEJTET 

AHD SEKTEI7CED OH JUJE 5, 1953 E SI2?I TO FIVE TEARS IMIRISC5C*EKT, ES IS CtERESTLI r- 


IHCARCERATED TH D.S, PENITSHTIARI, TERRE ElUTE, BDIAHA* EI3 APPEAL IS PEHDIHG 
IH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS, 2ID CIRCUIT, Win TCEE CITI. JB VIEW OF ABOVB BIO 
ABI^IPATES KO FURTHER ACHDB RE WHLIAH PERL 15 COSHSCTICH WITH SEaORi& IRpJBCT 

' • lACB, ' ^ / /\ 

not r-,E-.co!::'ED /•• ((} 

5-Bureau (3-^65-59312; 2-65-61685) BOAPJJM.U? m Cc . , 28 "/I 'ft 

J-Sewark (l-65-la005 1-116-11875; l-100-3Wt55-76W /' 

. - . 

l-EI 65-16302 ISfJCsIM 
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* «PTAr lAltr *OflM MO. M 


Office M.emo%nduin . united sta-H^ 


• 0-1 


GOVERNMENT 


SAC, Kev; York 


(Your file 65-153B7) date: October 12,1953 


FROM I 
SUBJECT; 


Director, FBI 


Bufile 65-59312 ( 871 ) Otfice of Origin: Kew York 


'Villiam Ferl, wa. 

Espionage -R ; Perjury 

( ) The deadline in this case has passed and the Bureau haS not 
. received a report. You are instructed to inmediately submit 
a report. In the event a report has been submitted, you 
should make a notation of the date on which it was submitted 
on this letter and return it to the Bureau. 


Report submitted 

Report will be submitted 
Reason for delay 

;V.- ^ ' 






( ) Advise Bureau re status of this case. 

(X) Advise Bureau when report may be expected 
( ) Surep immediately. 


SEARCHED indexed....^—. 


EMCUOSi JR t j sEfHAij2ro .fiuc 

(Place your reply on this form and return to the Bureau. Note orj {h^fiSp 3 

In the case file the receipt and acknovi’ledgment of this communication. )!. I • 
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vtanoako rwv A HXti 


Office NLe7720}^il^dMM • united sta^ government 


« DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59312) 


DATE: 10/19/53 


t/3 PROM SAC, IIP.*.' YORK (65-15387) 

.'Vj SUBJECT; WIlLIAk'T^ERL, va 

' 'y ^SP-R 


^SP-R 

FERJUP.Y 

Re 0-1 forri dated 10/12 which is attached. 

AU3A James 3. Kilsheimer, SDIJY, adviseci that Attorney Like, an associate 
of Defense Attorney Philip VJittenborg, recently made request for extension of 
tijne foi' filing appeal briefs, originally scheduled for 10/15/53 until 11/2/53* 
Mr, Kilsheiiter stated that since PERL is in custody serving his sentence at this 
time, the request was granted. On this basis, Gcvcrm:ant‘p replj' 'orief will be 
due for filing on 12/1/53. 

In view of the above end since subject is now incarcerated, no report 
vdll be submitted at tliis tiwe, Ho^rever, the appeal proceedings pending in the 
Circuit CoTirt of A,ppealc, 2nd Circuit, will be closely followed and the Bureau 
will be promptly advised of pertinent developments. 


Enc-1 


A* ^ * ■' 
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ECGRB£D-3i 
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2P.C, Yorl: 

(05^15317) 

Director, J2X 

(65-50312) 

}7XILTjUS Pipr 
JJJlXOjJACP - r. 

Vtc, 

r/JiJUUY 




October 20, 10S3 


I 

» ' 

I 


/ 


revart 


P.curlat dated October 10, 1053, cCvioing 
is being avh^itted in this case at this ti 


no 
iuc* 


It uill be recalled that subject attorney had 
adviaed federal J^idge P-ijcji that he i:z3 attev.pti'ig to convi 


- - 

Perl to cooperate loitr. t'ne GoU''‘rr.' i.:r.t» 2'O'f ere rorucsted to 

iicluicc if tticvc arc any furtlicr dovclo-cmoryto ernoerning the 


ateorncy^c cj-jortc to have Perl cooperate, jToa are elso 
regueated to thoroughly reifioo thta ease fer additional 

effort to develop evidence of oubJect^Q 


investigative leads in cn effort ~ 


copionaga activities, Piiio reviou shbalcl be ccaivlctcd and a 
report sahnitted hy llovornbcr 27, 1053, 


AFL:avii', 
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Clem — 
GUtio — 
Harbo 
Rosetta 
Trmer ^ 
Gemetf — 
liohr 


■ 

' i)" 


Vinterrovd 

Tele. Rao*-. 

MV a 


MAiLziJ 8 I 

nr* T O 0 1 '' 




M.r;! 


j 

I 








fm 








vm7^ 


FD-ae 


m * 


%k 


RAL BUEEAU OF INVESTIGATION 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


KS; K.Y, 

CCT. 19, 195:3 



/ 


'oUREAU 


A / 


AIR EEL 

Transmit t^e following Teletype message to:— . 

Z' o ' ' ' 

/ WILLIAM PERL, WA ^ ^ /v 

4^ESP-Rj PERJURY . i ^ \ 

/ >ix ^ • 

' ii ■ 


<C 


SEJIQK32L, ESP-R 



EE RECEIIT mSTRUCTiaiS ISSUED BY BUREAU IN COl'S^ECIIOIi \tITH THE SEMdilEL PROJECT 
AS A RESULT CF VIHICH TPE BUREAU AND NEi-IARK HAVE SUBMITTED 2; lE'O FOPi'. AIL 
DEROGATORY 2iFO 2! TiEIR VARIOUS FUES, B^CLUDirc- DEROGATORY EEO IK CIC FUSS, 
CQNCER1J21G CAPTIOIIED SUBJECT, VTIILJAll PERL. IN ACC0PDA1«ICS WITH FilET DATED 
OCT. 1, 1953 CAPTiaUSD "SEIiOMTEL*', APPROVED BY EUAIRTEL DAIET OCT. Hi, 1953, 
DIRECTED TO IIEJ.IARK, COPY TO NY, NO BLIND l-HD WAS SUBMITTED BY NYO. A PJEVIEVI 
OF THE liFO SET FORTH K ABOVE l-ElIO REVEALS THAT EACH ITET-l CONCERNEIG SUBJECT 
WHLIAH PSPi, AS WELL AS EACH ITEM CONCERNINC- HIS VARIOUS ASSOCD^TDS LISTED El 
THE PEI-:0, HAS BEEIJ REPORTED PREVIOUSLY 21 .SUBJECT’S CASE ?ILE,„EUFILE 65-59312, . 
NEl'JARK FILE 65-1000, IJY FILE 65-15387. THIS CASE IS FELvUCNG, LY OPT ICE OF {JlIGBI. 
21 VIEW OF ’sensitive NATUHE (T THIS ITVESTICiATiai AS RELATED TO THE ROSENBERG 
ESPIOTAGL HETCORK, NO UJGAL DISSLUI2IA.Tiai HAS EEtli llADE OF TI2SI REPORTS AT HY, 

'la 

I^ISJPRESUlED„APIR0PR2i.TS DlSSEI-I2;ATiai_ OF THIS IIFO FAS BEEN JADE BY. THE BUREAU, 
IT IS NOTED THAT AS RESULT OF ABOVE 21VESTIGATIGE: PIFL WAS CCE.’VIGTED OF PERJURY 
AND SEITE^CED ON JUDIE 5, 1953 21 SDNY TO FIVE YEARS 23HISaNI;2NT, HE IS CUHRBITLY 
i ^ 21GARCEPATED 21 U.S. PENITENTIARY, TERRE HAUTE, 2miAKA. HIS APPTAi IS KHD21G 

3 IK C2icuir coup.t di-' appeals, air circuit, new yopj( city. 21 vid./ of above hyo 

ANTICIPATES NO FUPOI12 ACTIDIl,RE,irrLL2at PERL 21 COIRYGTIGI WITH SEiTaSSL -KlOJECT 
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0 lACB. 




. «, ^ . MO . 104 

n « . 5^Bui’eau ^65-59312; 2-65-61655) EOAHDI-AN 

5 ^-Newark (1-65-14100; l-ll6-ll875j A-lDO-3liL55-76l4) 

Approved : : , - »■ /I / / ; Sent 

1-NY 65-16332; nicin: ‘ ^ 
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FROM NEW YORK 
DIRECTOR URGENT 


TELETYi :: 

(0 -/ ' ’.'"r 


OCT:?.'? trrs 


.'L-zf' 
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FrntF/l LiiSFAD PF l-,-:STir.'.T!0N 
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WILLIAM PERL, WA,, ESPIONAGE - R., SEMONTEL,, ESPIONAGE - R'. FOR INFO j 

A . 

ISSUE OF "NY WORLD TELEGRAM AND SUN" CONTAINED ARTICLE DATELINED ‘ ‘ 



si 


OF BUREAU AND NEWARK, OCROBER TWENTY FIRST, NINETEEN FIFTYTHREE 


LOCALLY, -ENTITLED, "RADAR SPY PROBE TO SUMMON PERL, ROSENGERGS- PAL 

- MONMOUTH CUIZ DUE HEPE FRIDAY," ARTICLE INDICATES PERL WILL A| ^ 

! (1^ W ! 

BE CALLED AS A WITNESS IN SENATOR JOSEPH R. MC CARTHY PROBE OF 
SECURITY LEAKS AT FORT MONMOUTH, NJ, "INFORMED SOURCE SAID PERL 
h as a " DIRECT CQNtNECTION" WITH THE FORT MONMOUTH CASE, INVOLVIN G 
T HEFTS OF TOP SECRET RADAR INFORMATION FROM ARMY SI GNAL CORPS 
laboratories, PERL ALSO MAY BE QUESTIONED ON POSSIBLE LEAKS OF 


MIG DASH FIFTEEN JET FIGHTER PLANE." NVO WILL FORWARD ADDITIONAL 



US AIR CRAFT INFORMATION WHICH ENABLED RUSSIA TO DEVELOP THE POWERFUL H! 

K > ! 

INrO AS RECEIVED. NEWARK ADVISED, 


BOA ROMAN 


NEWARK ADVISED BY MAIL 
D^D ACK PLS 

WA NY P A WA JG i?£C0/ri;eD-52 

TU DSC PLS 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



OCTCPuU 26 , 1?53 


'4 




AiH.m- 

Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

r 

KILLl^lM BUI-ILF, A5-59312. C^: OCT. 25, AU5A KXLSrrEIT-Eri; 

SDi", ArviiiiO Tr-i’.T irj rA^o.' a FunriER Aupatsfiit vjit;! irvuig uva, assoclite 
07 DurFRoF ATToiuF-j: ?!:iLii’ v;r:r.T.:r.ic-G, to Iv:th~:d t:", tsf tor riLii’.G feaL’S 
AEFIIAL F-^PE-.S KiCE F;]T; ‘r^ -qv. 16, 1953. CC T’T. TAPIR TPEKECr, GOVilUnZMl'S 
icEFLT TiRHF IS fit: for FHiJJa ssc. i 5 , i? 53 . 
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- rur«?!au 


/'. 5 -a ;357 


n'.fC:r’ 




•.Vri-' ■ /■ ■iRR'i . } 

< r.;v;. - — i- ; - 

Approved : I • - ^ \ 3 


Special 'Agent in Charge 




n'Torioru 
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Sent. 





./ / 


f A'rr Eelivav i 






ZB 


O'Cl 23 1953 


.M 


Per 


siMAHOMntHaw ] ^ 

Offipe 




f( 


rAra 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




TO .j\ Director, FBI (65-5931?) 

iV:SAC, Indianapolis (65-2P12) 


DATE: Nov sober 10, 19^3 


A 

•OBjBCti ■ WILLI AJTPERL, 




I 


ESP-R 
PERJURY 


wa. ; 


’ m 

% 




Re New York letter dated lO-lU-53. 


In accorlance with the request made In referenced 
letter, arrangements have been made with Acting Warden 
J. PAUL MADIGAN at the United States Penitentiary, 

Terre Haute, Indiana, so that the Indianapolis Division 
will bo advised immediately if the subject is transferred 
to another institution or if he is released. 

>^When notification of any action is received by the 
^ Indianapolis Division, the Bureau and the Now York Office 
( will be advised so that consideration may be given to 
^"-'-r^nrther action In connection with the Security Index. 

Until such Information is received, this case la being 
considered RUC*d« 


CWH/mec 

ce: 1 - New York (65-1538?) 



vtanomo POnM NO. ^4 


Office ^emS^idum 


% 


UNITED STi*S GOVERNMENT 



TO 


Director, FBI (65-59312) 


DATE: U/19/53 


paoM I jfey yjjyjj (65-15387) 





SUBJECT; VILLIAM IBRL, 
BSP-B 
PERJimy 




Remrtel 11/17/53 concerning appeal brief submitted by PHILIP 
W and IRVING LIKE, attorneys for PERL in Instant case. 


Enclosed herewith is photostatic copy ^ above Irlef , 

! /t- (/ 

4 4.x. ■ 10/28/53 inquired if there have been any further developments ’ 

in the efforts of PERL's attorney to obtain PEKL*e cooperation. It is recalled 
as set forth In NY teletype, 5/27/53> Judge SYLVESTER RYAN was visited in ^ 
Cabers ^ subject '6 wife on 5/27/53, at which time she stated subject desired 
^speak with the judge prior to sentence. A discreet surveillance of HERRiErTA 


upon leaving Judge RXAB's Chambers revealed she vent directly to the office 
( of attorney PHILIP WTTrorrRTfRn a+ c.iirt 1 _ 


^ r uAxcccxy to xdc omce 

5:30 p.m. that date Mr. WITTENBERG telephoned 
A IfecM^sHO.. to advise he had a long conference with Mrs. PERL 

and while he had no time for espionage cases", he offered, if agreeable to 

^ interest in the case for , the sole purpose of inducing PERL 


« ^Thereafter, it is known that WHTEriBERG and Mrs. PERL visited subject 
at the Federal Detention Headquarters, NYC, on various occasions prior to 
subject’s transfer to Terre Haute on 7/15/53. 


On 6/3/53, PERL directed a letter to Judge RYAN, copv of which was 
made available to this office on a confidential basis, vhlch Requested a moderate 
sentence, but contained no expression of guilt or innocence and no offer of 
cooperation with the government, either expressed or implied. 


1 6A/53> ttc 4ay prior to oentepce, VITTEE3JS0 advise! ADSA •iacMtBfw 
that he had talked to PEBL for several hours, that PEEL had aalntaloef hie^^ 
Innocence, and that he had received no satisfaction fron PERL^ 


V 


..V ®L^^5/53f subject was sentenced to five years, and appeal proceedings 

wre thereafter initiated. No further action to effect PERL's cooperation Is 

9/21/53, at which time Mr. wrPTEKBERC visited 
Judge RYAN in Chambers, as set forth In New York teletype dated 9/22/5 R At 

that time, wriTENBERG told Judge RYAN be had made a complete review of the trial 
preparation for appeal and felt the appeal- had' little merit. He also 
said that be and Mrs. PERL had agreed It would be more equitable to save anneal 
^expenses, and asked Judge EXAN if the appeal yac..vltbdr^ and PERL cooperated 
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Letter to Director 

Hr 65-15367 

SS .applying tnfonnatlon could Mytblng b* done In fn«>r' of 

unwimrar^^f RIAN, o£ couTse, made ao commitments at this time tut advised 
to proceed to effect Hjrl's cooperation if at all wasible 
WITTEHB^G told Judge RYAN that he Intended to visit PERL at Terre Haute 
end vould recontact the Judge upon bis return to Hev ySk. 

: intiPrt ’^ENBERG end Mrs. PERL did In fact visit 

•utject at Terre Haute on 9/24/53, but according to Infomation set forth in 

possiwr^cooneratl^ mention was apparently made of PERL's 

possible cooperation. It is noted, parenthetically, that according to th® 

heSd "rSie^d^orf^? the visit, the following quote was over- 

forty years would be of imestln:?.table value" This 

refers to Judge RYAN In NYC td)o was a boyhood friend of WITTENBERr 

tha?wim^G^hM''not ll recently in a discreet manner 

CT+v recontacted Judge RYAN since his September 24 vlsS 

vlth subject as be had previously told Judge RYAN be vouirL. 

have additional contacts by the difense with Government officials 

f f ®VING^, associate of wmSflBERG, wS 
V In connection with e::ten8ions of time for filing 

WOTEimG 8 part to secure subject's cooperation. While there are no indica- 

cooperation are LSc 

part of the filing of the above appeal brief, this matter is* 

being closely followed and any possibilities will be fully explored Th® 

Indianapolis Office has made arrangements to be advised of fii-r^^o-c *< •»*. v 
WITTENBESG to PERL. aavised of fur -her visits by 

« \ 

Monmouth inquiries toward the end of November and in the event PERL is 
mentioned the Bureau will be advised. ^ ^ 


4 . information of the Bureau, the February 1953 Grand Jnrv 
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DATEt I:oucr,ber 5 , 1953 
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r.’.enta Tzarle to c Fc-Jcral jranc juri'j .-^out/nc 
'ioruj >Jcptcr\hcr llj 1950 , in clcniiin'’ that 
Julius Iloscnbcrg, Helene and fax Ijliteher, 
Sidorov ich» On L'ay 22 , 1953 , he tyn.'J convi 
of perjunj covering his denial of knoxoing 
Cn June 5 , 1053 , he ivao sentenced to five 
to run concurrent I'j and is now serving his 
Fenitentiar'j at ‘Ferre Haute, Indiana 

An extensive inve-’"^-'' 
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rn District of fexo 
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ooca-:; on Jul'j 23 , lOoO, admitted that he had been 
visited in Clcvclaxicl, Ohio, by Vivian Olassren who told hix. 


she had been instructed, to furnish yerj. ' 2 , 000 end irist-:'v.ctions 
tc leave the United States^ Sine-^ ' fc of hie arrest, Perl 

has no t been iJitcrvieacd, l^tfl 'D tv. -f; 


P.cccntl'r cublicitv has been iven v: a possible plan 
cy t'w y.cCcvt'tvj Cor.nittcc to inter uicu: Perl in prison in an 
e'fPort to obtain hrox?. hir. Ui dorzxa.ticr soacer'eing the Julius 
.•JoGcnocr<7 net'ecrkt 'At the present ti-.c j-orl is o.ppc' ling his 
conviction i?; the 5 'outhern District tf 'h- > I'crk to the 
Circuit Court of .loooals* _ 
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On September 21, 1953, Phillip 'uiitenberg, attorney 
for Perl, contacted V, S, District Judge Sylvester J* Pyan 
and adviced he intended to advice Perl hie case had little, 
or no merit, and funds he would use on appeal could be used 
to support Urs, Perl, He stated he iocs going to suggest to 
Perl not to appeal his case, I'ittenberg inquired from Judge 
P.yan if Perl could help himself by furnishing information to 
the Government , Judge Ryan made no conr.cnt, Jittenberg 
interviewed Perl in prison and the warden advised confidentially 
no discussion of Perils cooperation with the Government was 
had to his- knowledge , Perl was granted tine to file a notice 
of appeal to the Circuit Court of Apoccls until IJovember 16, 
I953n 3y letter dated Cctobcv 28,- 1053, the Hew York Office 
IMS instructed to recontact Judge Rycn^to ascertain if he 
had further contact with 'Jivtenberg, 

It is recommended that no further interview of perl 
be conducted at this time as his case is under- appeal. However, 
if no notice of appeal is filed by Uoverxher 16, 1953, further 
consideration should be given to rcinter viewing the subject 
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WILLIAM PERL, WA,, E$P-R., PERJURY, AUSA KILSHEIMER, S'DKY, ADVISED 
THIS DATE, PEPL-S APPEAL BRIE" FILED CCA, SECOND CIRCUIT, NOV SIXTEEN, 
BFIEP MAKES FOUR POINTS'- FIRST, CONTEND IN SUPSTAMCE THAT PROOF 
RE ROSENBERG AND EOBLLL COUNTS TERMINATED WITH CHRISTMAS, FORTYSIX PARTY 
/BLUE MILL RESTAUFANT/ AM THEREFORE IS NOT PROG"' THAT PERL KNEW 
• ROSENBERG AND S05ELL IK Firry WHEN HE TESTIFIED BEFORE GRAND JURY. 
SECOND, THAT INDICTMENT ASSERTED PERL. KNEW OF WAS ASSOCIATED WITH OR 
HAD KNOWLEDGE OF ACTIVITIES OF ROSENBEF.-: AND SOBELL IK CONNECTION 
WITH SOVIET ES-IOKAGE WHILE PROOF CONCERNING INNOcUCUS, COMMONPLACE 
INCIDENTS NOT RELATED TO ESPICN.AGE. SUCH AS SCHOOL ’’■'.F.LAT I O^sS.H I P AND 
DINI.ER PARTI'ES, THIRD, M'uLTIPLlCITY 0^^ INDICTMENT DENIED faIR'trIAL IN ^ 
THAT FOUR COUNTS INVOLVED FIVE PEOPLE OK THREE O'^' WHOM PERL WAS 

Acquitted, this must have had weight with jury on thoSe-couinVs which 

/ 

hi, WAS CONVICTED, FURTHER THAT PROOF .IN SIDOROVICH COUNT ON WHICH 

; S PERL WAS ACQUITTEJ: WAS DATED forTYEJGHT W‘MCH BROUGHT THE TERMINATION 
!4 SJ 

^ OF PROG- ONLY T’WO YEARS BEFORE PERL-S TEST! MCNY IJy FIFTY,. THIS HAD . 

^ 25 IMPALPABLE EFirr,_r q]-^ jUj^.y yniCH COULI^^O'^^S^tRA S r.'i; .AS,_^*y‘cr T!^:^OSEN^ 
pi ^ AND S-OBELL COui'.TS OK Which' PERL WAS Coki/lClr'A' , IHJ; COUNT ALSO 
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CONTENDS THAT INCLUSTON OF SIDOROVICH AND ELITCHLR COUNTS iNSERTi: 

3 s ,-ioy ~ S'm 

END PftCE ONE ^ C C- T 


mr 




' - j- 







PAGE TulO 


COMMUNIST ISSUE WHICH WAS NOT CURED SY DIRECTION OF THE COURT TO 
DISREGARD SUcH ISSUES, roijpTH, THERE WAS REVERSIBLE ERROR IN TRIAL 
COURT-S DENIAL Or ^’CTION TO DISMISS iNDICTfXi.T IN THAT SAME FAILED TC 
SET FORTH ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF CRIME C'F ^ERJURV , THIS COUNT 
CONTENDS IN SUBSTANCE THAT INDICTMENT r^uLTY BECAUSE GRAND JURY 
FOREMAN UNDER EXISTING ALLEGATION SET rcPTK IN MEMO OF LAW PREVIOUS- 
Lif '•ILtl) BY TRIAL AITCRNEY, RAYMOND L, WISE, '^PIOR TC TRIAL DATE, 

THIS BRIE^ SUBMITTED BY ^HILlIP WITTENBERG, ATTORNEY fqr AD'^ELLAN'T, 
Av.D IRVING LIKE Oi^ CCUnSEL. AUSA KILSHEIMER' STATED GovERNMEf.T 
REPLIED H'<IF- WILL BE ^ILED ON OR ABOUT DECEMBER ^^IKST NEXT, 

LETTER FOLLOWS INXLOSIicG COPY 0=* ABOVE BRIEF, 
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/rc-TT. .... r. 

/:cc/ beer. 

to intervieio Perl in prison in an effort to e'etain infor~ 
nc’tion ffer, hi~ concerning the Pooenber o nctieork. This — 
mcmor'cndna. pointed cut that Perils C‘'r.vicfion of perjury 
ioac pro e .ritly cn cpreal and that no ccncidc rcticn iocs being 
liven t'j us tc intcrnicicing ?■ rl unZcao f.iilc'.i to .ZUc a 
no tic-- cj c.r-'icl^ -..he Cecidlinc fer Jc.; ucc 11-16-13, 

Z'l.c director noted :is assent on this iiic7p,orcn:liiir.. 


leferencs is ir.ade to rr.cr.o vend mil 
irenigen to fr, Belrxr.t cevisir-- 


dated ll-t—5c, 
tha-t publicity 


given to o possible plan by the heCerthy Conmittee'"'^'''— 
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f 2 . el) Y^rk teletype o./ 
’.id file his eppeaJ brief with 
Pnd Circuit, 11-16-53, 
r. 


11-13-33, advices that Perl 
the u,-. Court of Appeals, 


'■ In view cf the foregoing, no cc no ids rat ion is J 

hein-g given to inter vie iv ing Pc rl p c ;i ding f iricl Sc te r::: i nn ti o n / 
of court action in thio via tier, ' '* 
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ReBulet 10/28/55^ vhich requested isfoirattion concerning an/ furth^ 
developmentB with reference to PERL's ettorcey's efforts to gain'pEBL’s 
•cooperation and further requested a complete review of instant case for 
additional leads to develop evidence of sahject's espionage activities. 
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Hew York letter to the Bureau dated II/19/53, set forth in detail the current & S 




status of PERL's possible cooperation vhich generally indicates there are no^' ca ii •=> 0 '' 
known efforts along this line at the present tioe. Since Appellant's brief r- H 
has been filed it would appear that Mr. WITTETCBERG intends to prosecute the "L n; % 
appeal in the regular csui'se./’ij - i~i h 

^ < W-J 

The 3 ui-eau is advised th-.t prior to the perjury trial in May of this 
year, the file of instant case was ttccougbly reviewed for additional leads 
with particular reference, of course, to this perjury investigation. During 
thxs review, this office was alert to any possibilities of an espionage nature. 

This file review was coordinated, as far as possible, with the activities of 
the February Grand Jury directed by AUSA F.jBERT 5 D^^^. and various 

intervlev.’s were conducted in tjjat connection, as set forth in Hew York reoort 
dated 5 / 18 / 53 . K\ ■ * 

The above file review and resultant inquiries i^ere directed to attempt- 
ing to strengthen the perjury evidence and to developing additional lines of 
Investigation concerning subject's suspected espionage activities. These 
efforts did result in two additional perjury witnesses but nothing substantial 
was added to the espionage aspect. fn,*') 

An anals'sis of the espionage possibilities of this case as related to 


other cases in the ROSEIIEERG ring reveals that aside from the suspicion inheren 
in the 3 LASSMAN incident end in the fact o'' t'ERL's acqual r.tance 'and associat'on 
with EOSEiOERG,, S 03 SLL, JOEL B/iRR, ALFRED SAR/JvT ai^d ELITCPEf., the only 

supplied .by 


SOU ’cerji. 


r^c- »'> 




It i£ recalled that DAVID CREENGLASS, has stated on several occasions 
he did not know PERL peroonally, but that ROSini'EERG had mentioned that. ho bad 
received certain information concerning atoaic energy" for airplanes from ”onfe ^ 
his boys". VRien this information is correjated -ith that supplied by 

wherein PERL was spcclfically-jnentloned by FCEEI^KERG as the latter's 

source for this date. (HEPA), only then ^ofe^ ^GP^EENGL/vSS’ statement become 
meaningful as related to PERL. MAY and HELEirE ‘ELPrCIIER have never supplied 
esplM^^fntORfSition concerning PERL.j^^'j 

‘ w.i'.- 2'960 ^ t. ' 



iii 

/. 

/ 

*,• » 

btl 


CP? 


i^£Cn,’;D':D 


' • 

^ f % 




TOR ICRET 







JTi ilw ^ Cl &UppjLieU 




\n 


firn 


> . 




V 





r 


he espionage data supplied by|||MB under the lav of ' • 

esunony could only be used In^SIKtment cherf^ins both 

If It could be shown that SCSLv3ERG'f con- . , 

in,.'' ^ furthersiice of the ^^eJ, 

.■u„^ -i-i/eu*, however, that the Courts would construe the ° 

arres t of ^^CSEH IgRG. at least as to , / 

.t toe conversations with |g||||f .-ere not in fact <n ..hid 
. conspiracy and thereforenSHiRible as to PEPL ■• If 
len any statement by CRSEMGLASS in the nature of corroboration 
evidence likewise would be rendered inadnisaJble. 

appear, therefore, tliet tlie only possibility of developinr 
: esplcnace activities as requested in re3ul‘et in his 

on o- ^ — f Investigation may emanate. Or 

lauividualc as MOP.TOIT 303ELL, JOSL EARP AL>-?^ 
rLf'.Soii/irJ, SOBSLL's apparent attitude, as reflected^in his 
:nce with his wife and in his contlnuk appeal efforts ' - 

ana SAR^JiT and the total lack of cooperation by CLASS’lAN 
rations at this time completely unwarranted.^^ ' 

matters have been diecussed on several occasions and in 
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leads to f^tSrtJJe e^^Jona!^ as^SJ 

ciosei, LTei?: 

instant espicnere case will be fully explored.^ “i ^ 

case and 
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WILLIAM PERL, WA; ESPIONAGE - R; PERJURY, AUSA KILSHEI 
ADVISED EXTEi'JSION OP TII-E GRANTED POR PILING GOVERN^£^;T 
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. 8AC, Mew York (65-1536?) 




1^ Mm • united , I 

Wii : Director, FBI (65-59312) ^ ' 

* . 8AC, Mew York ' (65-1538?) . ^ -.' ; 

. ■• -• 

• WILLIAM wa r\ \ h ; ' - 

, ..ESPICMAGE - R; PKRJURT S U W v. ^ 

, \ 4. I^iuimot 11/19/53, •'“®‘>' 

-: ««P7 of the appeal brief filed on 11/16/53 bj PHILIP MITTEMBERO ^ 

and IRVIMCi LIKE, attorneys, for PERL, ^ - 7* ^ J 

Enclosed herewith for bureau files 1» ®”® . 

of the aoverninent reply brief, ^ ^KILSEEDER^ III 
on l/8/5i^. This brief was prepared by AUSA JA^S B. KI^^mR, III. 

The argument before the bench will be wade by Chief AUSA ELOYD F, 

MacMAHOH, who participated in the trial of instant ®®®®* APP « 

represented by IRVING LIKE, receipted for copies of this reply 

brief on l/6/54>* 

Pot* the InfoTTnation of the Bureau, It le anticipated . 
this case «111 be pieced on the calendar for 

SheJ thrSnJS wlll receec until 2/1/54- 

schedule, the bench will consist of Judges CARROLL C, lilHCKS, . 

HAROLD R. MEDINA end JEROME N, FRANK. - , 

t . ^ * 

The Bureau will be advised Of developments, “ / , ^ 
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To he argued by 

Lloyd F. MacMahon 
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United States v. Rosenberg, et al, 195 F. 2d 583 (2 

Cir., 1952), cert, denied 344 U. S. 838 1, 11, 19 

United States v. Siniill, 236 U. S. 405 (1915) 2o 

Statutes, etc.: 

Federal Rules of Criininal Procedure; 

Rule 6(c) ” 22,23,24 •, 


Rule 8 . 
Rule 14 


Title 18, United States Code: 

Section 1621 - 2, 23, 24 

Section 3324 23 

Section 3771 22, 23, 24 

Other Authorities: 

7 Wiginore on Evidence, 3rd Ed., Sjection 2043 12 
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Unitrii ©talPB fflourt ot AjipfalB 

For the Secoku Circuit 
U ifiTED States of America, 

Appellee. 


William Perl, 

Appellant. 

BRIEF FOR UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Statement 

Tins is an appeal from a judgment of conviction and 
sentenee entered in the United Slates District Couit foi 
tlie Southern District of New York after a trial before 

Honorable Sylvester d, Ryan and a jury. 

Ap]<eHant, William Pei'l, was indicted for perjury com- 
inittod before a grand jury investigating Soviet espionage. 
The grand jurv sought inioruiation from Perl concerning 
Julius Rosenberg, Morton Sobell (wlio %\as con^icted along 
with Rosenberg*), and others. Perl denied knowing five 
individuals and was indicted by tlie grand jury in four, 
counts. Specifically, Perl was cliarged with perjury for 
denying that he knew: 

(1) Morton Sobell 

(2) Helene Elitcher • , 

(3) Juliu.« Rosenberg 
> 

(4) Ann and Michael Sidorovich. 

• Si-e DniteJ Statej v. Jtoxi'nberfi. et al.. 195 F. 2d 583 (2 Cir., 1952), 
ri'TL 344 \J. S. 838, 
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Tlif* •• jiirv co])vi(rleil Perl on (’(nints 1 and 3, and actjuitted 
on connt.s 2 and 4 (583).* The jury recommended clemency, 
which the Court considered in imposing sentence (625-6). 
The trial judge concluded, liowever, that Perl’s motive in 
lying was “to conceal and withhold information concerning 
activities of (his) matured life” (627)." In view of the 
seriousness of concealment and perjury in an e.spionagp 
investigation, tlie court impo.scd a pri.^on sentence of five 
yeai-s on each of tlic two counts upon whicli Perl was con- 
victed, tlie sentences to nm concurrently (627). 

A motion for hail pending appeal was denied hy the 
trial judge at the conclusion of the trial. The motion was 
renewed before a full bench of this Court, (Judges Chase, 
Swan an.l A. N. Hand), and was uuanimraisly denied. 


The Statute Involved 

Section 1621 of Title IS, United States Code, provides 
as follows: 

“1621. Perjury generally. ^ 

Whoever, having taken an oath before a competent 
tribunal, officer, or person, in any case in which a law 
of the United States authorizes an oath to be admin- 
istered, that he. will testify, declare, depo.se, or certify 
truly, or that any written te.stimony, declaration, depo- 
sition, or certificate by him subsciibed, is tiue, will- 
fully and contrary to such oath states or subscribes 
anv I'latcrial matter wbicli be does not believe to be 

• All rnforenco unless otherwise notca are to pnges in tlu' stenopTapher’s 
transcript of..the trial. 

•• Altliouiili appellant has not seen fit to include in the record the colloquy 
which took niucc at the time the Court iiiiposocl senteiwe, a copy of this 
transcript can be inude available to the Court for its infomiation. 
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true, is guilty of pejjuj y, «iid shall, except as other- 
wise expressly provided by luw, be fined not i.iore than 
$2,U0Q or inip.risoned not nioi e than five years, or both.” 


Statement of Facts 

In tJifc sunnner of im a Grand Jury in (lie Soutl.ern 
Disti'ict of New York was conducting an inve.stigation into 
tiie espionage activities of Julius Kosenberg, Morton Sobell 
and otliers (G4). In connection with this investigation it 
was material to detenuine wJietiier Perl knew, .was asso- 
ciated with, or bad knowledge of tlie activities of Julius 
Ro..enberg and Morton Sobell (iv, G4). Perl denied know- 
ing Irotli Rusenlierg and Sobell, and was indicted for jier- 
jury. 


It was conceded at the trial that (1) the grand jury 
ininutcs (j-,x. 2) contained Perl’s eoinpJele testiinonv {79); 
(2) an oatlt was administered to Perl by the grand jury 
foienian (SoS); (3) Perl understood the question.^ (192, 
333); and (4) the que.sti.ons and PerPs answers were ma- 
terial to the grand jury’s esjiionnge investigation (125). 

We shall first detail Perl’s denials and his .subsequent 
recantation before the grand jury. We shall tlien discu.ss 
the evidence wliidi ovenvlielmingly ])rovcd the perjury, 
uiid PerK:? inotivf^ for lying. 


A* Perl Falsely Denies Knowing Morion SobelL 

During PerPs first niqiearanoe before the grand jury on 

August 18, 1950, he clearly denied knowing Morton Sobell. 

TJie question and perjurious answer charged an count '4 
was : 


“Q. Do you know Jlorton Sobell ? A. Well, 1 do not, 
to the best of my recollection, although 1 realize be 
went tlirongJi City College at the same time T did” 
(iv, 84). 
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In order to convince the ftrand jury thaf 1 is answer 
was- true, Perl professed inability to identify Sobell fioni 
a picture shown to him (84, Ex. 3) and he said he had no 
independent i-ecollection of Sobell’s hein>^ in liis class (109). 

On Ids second appearance before tlie ^jrand jury. Sep- 
temhev 11. 1950, Perl started to recant his prior te.sti- 
inoiiy. At tliat time., he could "recall Hohell ir. iny Cit> 
Collo^'c ilays” (111). Even thou lie <lenied seeiny Sobell 
after^lie left collcyc (111). On J’erl’s third yraud jury 
appoaranee, October 4, 1950, his recantation became coni- 
))lete. At this time he was asked ])reeisely the same ques- 
tion as asked on his first apiiearanct'. hut this time he 
gave tlu' opjwsite answer: 

"(). Do you know Sobell, Morton Sobell! A. Yes, I 
recollect Sobell” (llS). 

in addition, Perl tlien admitted that he .saw Sobell “sev- 
eral times” after his college days (119) ; he kept in touch 
with Sobell “either by correspondence or oeca.sional per- 
sonal contact, or both” (119); he saw Sobell ‘two or three 
times” a year, and wrote letters to him once or twice a 
year (121). Finally Perl completely contradicted his first 
sworn denial, and admitted that he “knew’" Sobel (142). 

B. Perl Falsely Denies Knowing Julius Rosenberg. 

When Perl was first asked about .Juliu.s Ro.'-enberg, be 
had a convenient lapse of memory. ,On August IS, 19o0, 
the following colloquy ensued: ... . •„ 

"Q. Do you know Julius Rosenberg? A. No, T do not, 
to the best of my recolleciinn” (86-7). 

A.s- witl) Holjell, Perl was unable to identify a picture of 
Rosenberg (87, Ex. 4). He did not recall .evoj' .meeting 
Ro.-:enborg, niul had never met Ethel Rosenlie.rg (90). 
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On October 4, 1950, Perl's tlincl grand jury appearance, 
he retreated from his previrms iinswers as to Rosenberg, 
and then admitted tiint Ije liad “on nwarcness of Rosen- 
berg from City College days" (117). AUlmugh Perl did 
not completely reeuiit his prior testimony witJ) regard to 
Rosenberg, the evidence at the tiial clearly established 
that Perl’s deniul.s at hi.s fir.st grand I’liry appearance were 
wilfully false as to both Rosenberg and SobelJ. 

C. Perl Wns Closely Associated scith Both Julius Rosenberg 

and Morion Sobell for a Period of at Least Tvcelve Years, 

Perl attended ilie College of the City of New York 
(C.C.I^.\.) from 1.934 until 1939 (145-0, 293). He was in 
tlie ItiDgineering ScIujoI, studying electrical engineering 
(293). During tliis same period, Morion Sobell and Julius 
Ro.senberg were taking the .<ame course at the same school 
(216-17). Perl and Sohell were in the same class and sec- 
tion tor eight courses, with sections having as few as seven 
Students meeting as often as three times a week (188-191, 
Ex. 14). He was also in tlje same class and section as 
Rosenberg for two courses, one of whicli bad only fourteen 
student.'; and met tliree tiine.*-' a week, the other witii twenty 
students meeting twice a wee-k (1S9-91, Ex. 14). 

M'liile at school, Perl, Rosenliorg and Sobidl were part 
of a “clique” (171), and were constantly together around 
the campus (147-8, 218-19). In addition, during this period 
Rosenborg was chairman of meetings of tiie Steinmetz 
Club, wliicJj wan tJie engineering affiliate of the Y’ourig 
Communist Tjoague (235, 23S). There were approximately 
10-15 me.inber.- of this cell (237), with Rosenberg running 
the nicefing.< and Per) and Soliell in regular attendance 
(237-9). Perl also joined Rosenlierg and Sobell at Young 
Communist League meetings away from the C.C.N 5' 
campus (219), 
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In 1940 Perl took employment with the ^atlonal A - 
visorv Committee for Aeronautic, at Lanjiley FnldMr- 
ginia (296). Writing home in 1940, he noted that ni> nen 
Sobell” had been down from 'Washington to visit him 
(Ex. JS). In .1940 or .1941 he visited Soliell in Wnshing^on, 
D C. (lul), iiiid thereafter told a mutual friend of his 
visit with j^obcdl (221). In 1941, within a few days after 
Soliell Inul left his $2G00 a year job witli the Navy Depait. 
mcMit in AVashiiigton to continue liis studies at the Um- 
versitv of Michigan (151.2: Ex. 20), Perl wrote to hm 
family de.scriliing Sohell’s new endeavor in detail as toi- 

lows : 


’A of JH.'HC just (juil his $2600 a year job to go 

baek to school oa.i study radio" (Ex. ID). (Italio.s 
added.) 


Some months later when be saw a cdassmnlo of ^ 
and sSobell's, Perl told him of Sobell’s ivliereabouts (IV-). 

Sub.setiuently, Perl was stationed with N.A.C.A. in 
Cleveland, Ohio (290). In the summer of 1944 Perl visited 
New York. He and his brother joined Rosenberg on the 
corner of Stli Avenue and 42ncl Street where Rosenberg 
was waiting witli Max Elitdier (anotlier classmate), 
Elitcl.er’s wife, and sister-in-law (152-3, 245-6). Perl 
greeted Rosenberg and Elitclier ; no introduction to tliem 
was neces.sary (154, 246). The Elitcdiev.s were also visiting 
New York and bad telephoned Rosenberg about tins meet- 
ing, but );ad not been in communication with Perl; obvi- 
ovmly, Eo.'Cnberg must have avrauged the ajipomtment with 

Perl* (laS).* 



• Perl «u- first introcJucsed fo Helene Elitchcr and her nister-in-law, Ruth 
AlncUor, ai this meeting, so they could not have been in touch with h.ro pro- 

viously (154» 24C), 
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Perl tipeiit tlie entire evening witli tliis grouyj, including 
Kesenberg. They were joinou Ijy Joel Barr, ai’ollier class- 
mate from C.C.N.Y., and ultimately visited the apartment 
of A1 Saraiii at G5 Morton Street, where they listened to 
classical guitar music (155-9, 246-50). 

During the following year, 1945, while Perl wa.s still 
in Cleveland he Mrote to Barr about purchasing a guitar 
(424, Ex. 34). Again in 1945 Perl wrote to Joel Ban- about 
vacation ])lans and imiuired almur SobellV (425, E.'t. 35). 
Tbu.s Perl maintained bi.s very elo.se friend.^hip with Sobell 
whieli liad begun years before at college. 

In 194G Perl returned to New York and through Barr 
sublet Sarant’.s apartment at 65 Morton Street — the same 
place Perl and Ro.senberg vi.siiecl in 1944 (376-7, 409, 420, 
Ex. 29, 32-A-32-1, inclusive). At about Christmas time, 
1946, Max Elitcher and his wife were again visiting New 
York. After calling Rosenberg by telephone, they met him 
outside Perl’s Morton Street apartment (161). The trio 
then walked to a re.staurant M'here they found Perl and 
Joel Barr waiting for them. They were .soon joined by 
Sobell and liis Avife. The group had dinnei- together, and 
then went to Rosenberg’s home for the evening (160-A-164, 
251-254). Ethel Rosenberg was present there (1G3, 253). 
Thus the “clique” that started in C.C.N.Y. more than ten 
years previously was still together. 

In the summer of 1950 Perl was in Cleveland working 
as an aeronautical engineer with N.A.C.A. Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation interviewed him concern- 
ing hi.s knowledge of Julius Rosenberg who, Perl was in- 
formed, had been arrested for e.sj>ion;ige; he wa.s ' also 
asked questions concerning hi.s knowledge of Morton Sobell 
(318, 323). Perl was apprehensive about this for he told 
a friend that he thouglit tlie F.B.I. was following him 
because it believed he was involved with Rosenberg (226). 







8 






% 


Shortly after the initiai F.B.l. interview, a woman 
named V^ivinn Glast^inan ealled upon Perl in liis apartment 
in Cleveland (92, 9S). This was no social visit, for even 
Perl admitted tliat “she acted soniewliat mysteriously” 
(92). Instead of talking, Classman wrote out instructions 
for Perl to flee to Mexico, and offered him monev tor the 
tri]) (92, lOG), She identified her mi.ssion by writing Bos- 
enberg’s name and referring to Barr (439, 440, 442). 

According to Perl’s grand jury te.stimony, he told Glass- 
man that she mu.st have made a mistake (104). In fact, 
Perl liacl met her previonsly through Barr and while stay- 
ing ai her sister's house earlier that same year (4.34, 436). 
Before the grand jury, Perl te.stified that iie “knew” 
Vivian Glas.snuin (91). Notwitlistanding that Perl knew 
that the F.B.l. hat! arrested Ro.stmberg for espionage and 
had tjuestioned Perl ohovit Rosenberg, Pori deliberately 
de.stJoyeil tlie paper on wliicli Gla.s.sman had written the 
flight instructions (444). Testifying before the grand jury, 
Perl could neither explain her vi.<5it nor hi.- conduct, and 
admitted that his story was ‘'increuihie'’ (105-6). 

In any event, Rosenborg was: recalled to aiipellant in a 
manner which, to .'<ay tlie least, should have stimulated 
Perl’s memory of any a.s.sociation with liim, and to only a 
slightly lesser extent, th.e same was true of Sobell. It was 
in tliis context that on Aiigust 18, 1950, less than a month 
later, Perl denied knowing or ever meeting Rosenberg; 
denied knowing vSohell and was unable to recall Sobell even 
as a classmate. Also contemporanenu.sJy Perl could not 
identify pictures of Roseniierg and Sobell. 

Perl’s motive in lying to the grand jury about his knowl- 
edge and association with Rosenberg and Sobell became 
apparent during the course of the trial. He admitted that 
in July, 1950 (one month before his first grand jury ap- 
pearance). he knew that he was being investigated by the 
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F.BJ. in cojnu'rtion widi du* Iui.<i'!!J(fr;;-S()i«'ii ••snv r-jisc” 
(318, 323, 324, 32GJ. '• 

Perl wanted “to stay as far away as possible from this 
in\estigation ’ (336). Just as he had “played down’* hi.s 
connections witlj Barr and Sarant both before the grand 
jury (107) and in a prior loyalty investigation (451), he 
sought to do the same as to Rosenberg and Sobell at his 
initial grand jury api)earanee. Hi.s conviction resulted 
because lie deliberately went to the extent of denving any 
knowledge of Rosenberg and Sobell. This, of course, was 
fal.se and was designed to eliminate Perl from the espion- 
age investigation. 

D. Perl’t Trial Defe /MP. 

At the trial Perl’s defense wa.s tliat he understood the 
word “know” in the grand jury interrogation in his own 
unu,ue manner to mean “intimately acquainted or closely 
associated with” (329-331, 334). Thus in his own mind 
Perl wa.s telling the grand jury: “I am not intimatelv ac- 
quainted or closely associated with Rosenberg and Sobell 
to the best of my recollection”! Tliis was false on its face. 

Indeed I^erl got himself so involved in his attempt to re- 
define the meaning of “know” that at one time, despite his 
Ph.D. degree (298), he professed a need for a dictionarj' to 
find the meaning of “know” in the question: “Do 'you 
know an individual?” (453). 

This explanation was patently an afterthoiiglit con- 
cocted for the trial jury. It was so specious tiiat Perl hiih- 
self could not adhere to it even when making a conscious 
effort to do so; for he repeatedly used the word in its com- 
mon and accepted sense : thus he “knew” Vivian Glassman 
(91, 95), her sister (97), Morton Sobell (118, 135, 142), 
William Danziger (142), Milton Klein (293),’ A1 krant 
(412), and .Joel Barr (429). 
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PerlV only other explaiuttioii for his grnnd jury testi* 
rnony was: “.Soiao jiarts of ii seem a littlu increflible to me 
rigljt now. F must have had lapse.s of meiuory'’ <351). 

Thus the jury hud i>rcsented to it t!ie issue of fact which 
they resolved a;rainsl Perl. 


ARGUMENT 

POINT I 

. The evidence of Perl’s continued close association with 
Rosenberg and Sobell buttressed by his recantation be- 
fore the grand jury and the evidence of his motive for 
lying conclusively proved his perjury in denying knowl- 
edge of Julius Rosenberg and Morton Sobel!. 

On tills apjieal Perl has abandoned his trial defense 
that lie understood the word, “know,” in Jji.< own unique 
manner. Indeed ho now coueede.s that wc-*, ju-os'ed to the 
trial jury that lie “knew” .Julius Ros'mherg and Morton 
Sobell “up to 11)42 after hi.s (PeiTs) graduation from col- 
lege and while they were college mates looking for job.s” 
(App. Br. p. 28). He now stigge.sts that }jis denial of recol- 
lection before the grand jury was not categorical (App. 
Br. p}>. 3-4), and tliat there was no proof of Ids present 
recollection of' Rosenberg and .Sobell when he appeared 
before the grand jury. 

At the outset we point out that Perl not only denied 
knowing Rosenberg and Soheli at his first grand jury 
ap])earance, but he professed Ids inability to identify -pic- 
tures of them or even to recall them in Ids college class. 
This, less than a month after he had been que.stioned by 
federal agents about the same two people, and within a few 
weeks of Ids receipt' of instructions to flee tJie country from 
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berg’s name!*° ‘“'^sion by mentioning Rosen- 

1951), c«t, dc..,“.d 3« ’ 

Hcnc6 tii(i doctT*jno 
by the direct testimony of two^'Se 
rohorated witness means that f) 
tify to some ‘overt act’ frn / ? "'‘^nesses must tes- 

the accused’s actual belief.”^ "" ‘ 

Specifically, u'hen dealing with I'; I ' 
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V. O/io, u P, 2d 277, 27T(2°&“9 siT 

Here the cii cumstances imiun-Uo* i 
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'vas questioned bv agents of f).» v P®*"' 

of Jolina Rorenberg who, L tfu iaf°“‘ ‘‘"°’*>'P' 
arreeted for espionage oa bedalf ot dL r 
was questioned at tiie same fnr / 

Morton Sobell. At J tr;rs7ont“! ^ 

bnew from New York came to h' ® ^ w)jom he 

offered him monev to flee to Me - Cleveland and 

name to identify her mission. PeT)’ • .^^^^nberg’s 
connected this visit wdtJi Jnliiw R “'“self immediateb 
^ Rosenberg and the e.spion 
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age investigation. To say tlie lensi, tiiese vere kh iking cii- 
cuinstances which’ iirecccled his {estinioiiy before tlie grand 


jury by less than a month. 

In addition, the evideiv'e of the jierjury was corroborated 
by Perl s subse()\ient recantation before the grand jury. 
\\niereas on August 18. 1950, Perl denied knowing Sobell, 
by October 4, 19.50, les.s than ttvo months later, he an- 
swered the same question in i)recisely tlie opposite man- 
ner, and uncfiuivocally admitted that lie knew Sobell. 
Similarly, after first denying that he knew Rosenberg, Perl 
later recanted to admit that he had an “’awareness” of liiiu. 
Of cour.-c, the subsecjuent recantation does not in any way 
excuse liis prior jierjury because the crime was ‘“couiplete 
wlien a witness's statement has once been made.” United 


Stules V. .Voriv*’, 300 U. S. 564, 574 (1937). Indeed, the 
subsequent recantation, in and of itself, is sufficient cor- 
roboration of the perjury. United States v. Buckner, 118 
F. 2d 46S (2 Cir., 1941); Hart v. United States, 131 F. 2d 
59 (9 Cir., 1942); 7 IVigniore on Evidence, 3rd Edition, 
Section 2043. 

Tlie overt acts from wliich the jury inferred the falsity 
of Perl's belief wlien compared to his testimony are set 
out in detail in the statement of facts ()>. 3 to p. 10 supra), 
and will be briefly noted liere; 


A. Morion Sobell. 

1. Thev were classmates at C.C.N.Y. from 1934 to 
1939, and part of a small clique frequently together. 

2. During 1936 to 1938 Perl attended and was a'fetiye 
in Young Communist League meetings at which 
Rosenberg pre.sided and Sobell wa.s present. 

3. In 1940 Per] visited Sobell in 'Wa.shington and re- 
ferred to him in ln.«: correspondence a.s ‘'my friend 
. . . Sobell.” 
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4. In 194C Perl had dinii’ r and spent tlse evening with 
S obeli 

5. Perl's continued contact with Sobell is corrobojnted 
by letters concededly written by Perl. One written 
in 1942 showed Perl’s intimate knowledge of Sobell’s 
whereabouts and another in 1945 intjuired of a 
mutual friend as to Sobell's vacation plans. 

6. On October 4, 195(1 Perl admitted tiiat lie “knew” 
Bobell, corresponded with him and saw him two or 
three times a year. 

B. Julius Rosenberg. . ' • ; 

1. As with Robell, Rosenberg and Perl were classmates 
together at C.C.N.Y. 

2. Ro.«enberg presided at Young Communist League 
meetings wliich Perl and Sobell attended. 

3. In 1944 Perl }}ad dinner and spent the evening with 
Julius Rosenberg and oilier members of the college 
clique. 

4. In 1946 Perl again met Rosenberg in New York and 
spent tile evening in his home togetlier with Ethel 
Rosenberg. 

6. In July . 1950 Perl was offered money and given 
instructions to flee tJie country, with Rosenberg’s 
name being used to identity the courier. 

6. On October 4, 1950 Perl admittetl that he Itad an 
“awareness” of Rosenberg. 

In addition to the above evidence, there was a great deal 
of corroborative evidence, much of it elicited from Perl 
himself on cross-exainination. As in the case, of Uvife/l 
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Slates V. Hiss, 18D F. 2d 822 (2 Oir., 1950), ceri. denied, 
340 U. S. 94S, the jun- undoul)tcdl>' believed that Perl “had 
been less than franlc in his vecogadion of” Bosenberg and . 
Sobell, Perl testified that he was a tniihful person who 
did not lie. Yet, on cross-exannnation, it was established 
that in a certified security clearance fonn for the Atomic 
Energy- Comuiission he had omitted hi.*^ address at 65 Mor- 
ton Street, Xew York (374, Ex. 2C). Questioned about tliis 
omission, he reiilicd under oath that he resided with his 
parents at 930 'I'iffony Street during 1946-4S (395). In 
fact during that jK*riod he had sublet the apartment at 
65 Morton Street (409), paid the rent regularly (Exs. 
32A-I), lived there for about two years, and twice gave it 
as his ofiiclal voting re-'^idence (IjN-s. 29. .r>0). Tiiis addicss 
is the place where Perl joined Koseniierg in 1944, and 


again in 1946. 

Likewise on cross-examination it was shown tliat Perl 
falsified hi.s association with Alfred Sarant on his Guvern- 
ment Loyalty Questionnaire as well as hi.s association with 
Joel Barr, who was part of the cli(iue at City College (451). 
Barr also was present with Ro.senl)erg and Sohdl at the 


1944 and 1946 gathcring.s. 

There can lie no f)Ucstion that each of the overt acts was 
proved in a manner which comjilies fully with the perjury 
rule of two direct witnesses or one corroborated witness.* 


♦ Aprcllnnt chall«ik"'S‘ tfstimony of Mos and lldcue Eli'.chcr on 
grounds of credibility. This, of course, was for the jury to decide. 

The fact that the .iuty acquitted Perl on the count for hi* doninl of knoad- 
oilpe of Hidenc EiitcUcr is u-ithout aignificanee. Ho met her only ttvice; 
thus, there i, no i!ic(.ii.*<i*tc;icy hotwocii an tioquittal on count and belief 
of her tcgtiiiiony concerning Perl’* association witl. KosenVrg and RolwU. 
Moreover, even if this is tin inconsistency in verdicts it still piesents no btisis. 
for appeal, nvm v. Unitol BteUn, 284 U. S. 390 (1&32). Indeed, under the 
Dunn ense, napta. an acquittal on one count does not iuvftlid.ate the finding 
of guilt on another even though the same evidence i.* offered in support of 

both tountfe. 
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In any event the case was submitted to the jury under 
clear instructions by the trial court, including the neceBsity 
of proof of ‘‘overt acts” from which the jury could infer 
tlie actual state of Perl’s mind and belief vvhen lie testified 
(551-2, 54S). Trial counsel for appellant commented that 
aside from his basic legal objection as to the ])ower of the 
grand jury foreman to administer an oath (see Point III, 
infra), “The charge was entirely fair” (575). 

Thus, on the sufficiency of evidence, the only question 
for tlic* Court is u’hether tlie facts proved to the trial jury 
are such that the jury could properly infer from “common 
experience” that Perl remembered Sobe!! and Rosenberg 
under the circumstances of his grand jury appearance. The 
proof, of course, need be only so direct as the subject mat- 
ter will permit. United States v. Otto, 54 F. 2d 277, 279 
(2 Cir., 1.931). Directness, after all, is a practical matter 
and is not something for “dialectical extravagance.” See 
United States v. Goldstein, 168 F, 2d 666, 672 ( 2 Cir., 1948) 
(concurring opinion). 

Under any circumstance it i.s incredible that a man of 
Perl’s intellectual attainment would forget college friends 
w’ith whonj he maintained contact both in person and by 
correspondence from 1934 at lea.st until 1946. It is all the 
more incredible, in view of the circumstances preceding 
Perl’s appearance before the grand jury including the 
Glassman visit with flight instructions and the F.B.I. in- 
terrogation, that Ire would not remeitiber Rosenberg and 
Sobell with whom the proof in this case showed he had been 
closely as.socioted for 12 years. It is equally logical that 
J^erl, wit!) motive.s for deceit whicli began with the Young 
Communist League and culminated wdth the Glassman vi^it . 
in 1950, would deliberately lie about Rosenberg and Sobell 
as he had admittedly done wdth others. In any event the 
jury verdict is amply supported b)’ tlie evidence and thus 
tliis question is not open to review on appeal. 
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POINT 11 . 

Having conceded the materiality of his testimony to 
the espionage invcstigntion, Peri’s inconsistent corn* 
plaints that we proved too littic anti too much espionage 
are without merit. 

In Point .11 of ln.« brief, Perl coinjdnins of error beeanse 
we did not prove him guilty of es])ionage, whereas in 
Point III he complains that any reference to espionage 
was too prejudicial. In other words, in Point II he says we 
proved too little espionage, and in Point HI he argues we 
proved too much. 

Relying on the paragraph of the indictment whicli 
charged that Perl's testimony was material to the e.-pionage 
investigation,* Per! asks this Court to read knowledge of 
espionage activities into tlie two questions: 

“Do you know .Julius Rosenberg?” 

“Do yon know Morton Sobell?” 

Clearly, the indictment charged that it was material to 
ascertain whether Perl “knew” tire individuals involved. 
It is difficult, however, to believe that Perl seriously 
presse.s this point in view of the trial record. 















* The materiality wn5« char;;rd as follows: 

“2. That, at the time and place aforesaidj the aaid ttrauri jurors, in- 
quirin^ us Hfurcsaitl, were conducting an invest i;^atiun enlitled, United 
States V* John Uoe, pertaining to posribic violation of espionage laws 
of the Unitc'^ and other Federal criminal and it 

was material to f-aid inquiry to ftpconain whet Jut <*r rn/l the defen- 
dant knew OT was associated with or hud knowledge of the aeiivitit^S 
of Julju.s Rosenberg, Morton Sobell, Helene Elitchcr and Ann fiidor* 
ovich and Mirhnei Bidorovich, umonij others, in connoctiuii with an 
investigation of Soviet espionajje." 










A 
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At tilt trial Perl sj>eoi/ifaIly conceded tlii't tlip questions 
as ashed, and answered, before tJie grand jory were 
materia!. The following colloquy occurred r 

Hie Court: Poes the defense make any issue as 
to the materiality of the testimony which, it is alleged, 
w’as perjurious? 

• • • * * 

Mi. Wise: 1 certainly didn’t liear the ((uestion, and 
the answer is no, sir. 

The Court : The defense concedes that the questions 
asked of the witness were concerning matters which 
were matorial to the subject matter then under inquiry 
by the grand jury. 

Mr. W^ise: That is correct. 

The Court : So there is no issue then for the Court 
to determine, and the Court rules that the matters 
embraced in eacJi count of the indictment concerned 
inatteis materia! to the inquiry then being conducted 
by the grand jury. 

Mr. Wise: Yes, sir” (124, 125), 

Having conceded the materiality, Perl cannot now coiii- 
piain that proof was not (‘licited at the trial to show the 
materiality. Indeed, the only case cited by Per! on this 
point is so clc'arly inapjmsitc as scarcely to require di.scu.s- 
sioii. I’t'vl refers to Bou-c>s v. Vmicii States, 202 F. 2d 447 
(Ap)). P. C/. 1953) (App, brief p. 27). That case involved 
a charge of contempt of the United Slates Senate for 
refusal to answer certain questions. Tlie charge was jiredi- 
cated ujion 2 U. S. C. ^192, which makes it a misdemeanor 
to refuse to answer before a Congressional Committee 
“any (|uestjon 2x:rtinent to the question under inquiry.” 
The entii-e opinion dealt with whether there was any proof 
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that tlie questions charged in tlie indietincnt were "per- 
tinent.” In other words, the materiality of the questions 
was the issue of the Bou-ers case. That matter having spe- 
cifically been conceded here, the case is of no significance. 

Perl’s complaints of proof of too much espionage in 
Point III of his brief are equally without merit. We will 
deal with each item seriatim. 

Perl first complains about a “‘prejudiciar’ joinder of tlie 
four count"- of the indictment Tliis issue is raised for the 
first time in tlii.s Court. Had Perl felt that he should not 
liax'e been tried on tlie four counts charged, aiuple remedy 
was a\-ailablc by way ef a motion to sever, under Rule 
14, Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure.* Not having 
raised tliis issue before, Pej’l cannot now urge that lie was 
prejudiced. As this court said in United Slates v, Loisch, 
102 F. 2d 35, 36 (2 Cir., 1939), cert, denied 307 U. S. 622; 

'■ * * • Here we can see no prejudice from joining the 
three charges; the evidence as to each was .short and 
simple; tlicre was no reasonable ground for tliinking 
that the jury could not keep separate what was rele- 
vant to each. The joinder Avas therefore proper, even 
assuming that the objection liad not in any ease been 
forfeited by failing to take it before the cause came 
to trial.” 


Here the jury obA’iously kept tlie evidence on each count 
separate, for they acquitted Perl on two counts, In anA’ 
event, the joinder was proper because the crimes Avere 


* Tiiat rulea provides: 

“If if appears thot :i defendant or th»- governmptif ij: prejudiced by 
a joinder of olTenses or of defendants in an indictment or information 
or b7 sucJi joinder for trial to^etlter, tJie court may order an election 
or sepnrute trials of the counts, grant a severance of defendants 
or provide wlia lever other relief justice liiquircs,*' 
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coinijiitted before the sanic gruntl jury, wi-.-e of the same 
nature, and the proof of each count involved, in tjart, pj-ocf 
relevant to the other counts, Cf. Rule 8, F. R. Cr. P. ■ 

Beaux Arts Dresses v. U. S., 9 F. 2d 531, 533 (2 Cir 19251* 
ccrt. denied 270 U, S. 644. ’ 

We next find an amorphous complaint al)out the injec- 
tion of “the Communist issue” into the case both by the 
trial court in its (luestioning on tlie i>oir c/ire and bv the 
prosecutor m his summation. Siiecifically Perl savs’ that 
^ere was “an attempt to associate the defendant with 
Communism and espionage and the liosenberq case” (Ann 
Brief, p. 34). Of course Perl’.s perjury occurred during 
an investigation into Ro.^^enherg's e.-<pionago activity It 
was detense counsel himself who requested that prJspec- 
ti\e 3 ^rors be iiuestioned specifically: 

“I think you should ask tlie jury if they know Julius 

Kosenberg, who is now under sentence of death in 
the atom spy case” (26). 

As to the Court’s que.^tioning of prospective jurors, no 
Objection or even murmur of complaint was made at the 
tune by appellant. The defense at the trial was apparently 
well satisfied with the proc'eeding.s (27). Review of the 
entire t;oir dire examination, reveals not one. objection l>v 

jurorr(2T7”!"^ prospective 

During the trial, too, defense coun.sel cross-examined 
certain uutnesses called by the proverution as to their 
pa.st membership or activity in the Communi.sf Partv.K165) 
or loung Communist League (230, 243). In the Govern- 
n^ent s opening to the jury it was stated that the proof 
would show that Perl was closely associated with Rosen 

c?N Y ,7^?, “ 

u.UA.l. (lO). The jury wa.< specifically cautioned by the 


% 

• <4 M vM 




ft' 







* >nr?.v^ 


kMwM 


% 


% 


prosecutor not to let matters sueh as the ^ onng Com- 
nuinist Leapue or tlio espionage investigation sway their 
judgment, because the Government desired the case to be 
decided on the evidence alone (71-2). As to this, defense 
counsel stated: 

•‘1 have never lieard a fairer opening on the part of 
the Government. In many ways I would have, made the 
same opening myself” (72). 

Indeed, the espionage overtones of which complaint now 
is made, were introduced at the trial bv'cause of the defen- 
dant’s inai.stence that all the grand jury testimony go 
into evidence (59, 79, Ex. 1). Tims the Glassman incident 
with the offer of money to finance Perl’s flight out of the 
country, was made part of the case— not by the prosecu- 
tion — but hy the stipulation of the defense. 

The final complaint deals with one sentence of the prose- 
cutor's summation, having to do with tlie Communist affilia- 
tions of certain peoi)le. This was in an.swer to defense 
counsel’s inflammatory attack on a Government witness 
as a coMununi.«t (Of. 489-490). In any event it was a fair 
coiiune.nt on the evidence as it stood in the record at that 
time.* 



• The referPDft? to Jne) I5arr nnd A I Sftrnnt to which Appellant now takes 
excepting (App. Brief, p. 37) was ohviowsly propo.r. Perl had admitted that 
he tried to nnd had played down^' his aseocintir*!? with these 

two persons l>ecaosc he was afraid he would lo?e his job if the loyalty board 
an impression tlint I wus atisocialed adtli Communists’’ The eri' 

dcncc showed Ihnt they were present on .more than one occasion when Perl 
was together wi tl> Rosenberg and Sobelh 
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POINT in 

PerPs alluck upon the sufficiency of the indictment is 
based upon a misconception of the law and reliance 
upon a case which has since been unanimously reversed. 

In Perl’s last point lie raises two questions: U) The 
mdictmenl was insufficient because it did not specify tJie 
law of the United States wj.id. autliorizes the oath before 
a grand jury; (2) No -‘law of the United States" authorizes 
an oath before a grand jur>-. Each jioint is frivolous. 

rhe only authority cited for [>erl’.s argument on the 
Buffitiency of the indictment is Uniitd Slates v Debrow 
m F 2d 692 (6 Ci. 1953). While the voieehnouffueS 
Irom this case are undoubtedly illuniinatins, they are 
hardly ol any sisnihcance for the Debrow decision was 
unanimously reversed by the Supreme Court of the United 
States on November 16, 1953. VnM Slale, v. Debrow 
U. S. , 22 L. W. 4019. 

The indictments in tlie Debrow ca.se iiad been dismissed 
because tliey did not allege tlie name of tlie person who 
adnninstered tlie oath «or his autlwrity io do so." (Emplia- 
Bis supplied^ Tlie indictments did charge "that the sub- 
committee of the Senate wa.s a competent tribunal, pursu- 
ing matters properly before it. that in such proceedintr it 
was authorized by a law of the United State., t administer 
oaths, and that each defendant duly took an oath before 
euch competent tribunal and wilfully testified falsely ’ai to 
materia facts.” As ,o the reqnirement tha. an 
atomistered, Mr. Justice Minton, speaking for the Court 

“pie oadi administered must be authorized by a law of 
he United States. This requirement is met by the 
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allegations in the indictiiiejits that the defendants had 
‘duly taken an oath.’ 'Duly taken’ means an oath taken 
according to a law which authorizes sucli oath” (22 
L. tv. at !>. 4020), 

The indictment in this ca.se chnrge.s the perjiuy and the 
administration of the oatli in precisely the same, manner 
{iii-vii). 

Realizing tliat Itule C(c) of tlie Federal Rules of Criminal 
Procedure sjjeeifically states that a grand juiy foreman 
“shall have power to administer oath.s and affirmations 
...” Peri argues tliat the rule is not a "law of the United 
States” within tlie meaning of the jierjury statute. He 
furtlier contends tliat Section 3771, Title 38, United States 
Code, which empowers tlie Supreme Court to promulgate 
tlm rule, does not fulfill the statutory re()uirement. 

Section 3771 is a broad authorization to tlie Supreme 
Court to prescribe : 

. . rules of pleading, practice, and jirocodure with 
respect to any or all proceedings prior to and includ- 
ing verdict, ... in criminal ca.«e.s . . . Such rules 
shall not take effect until they liave been reported to 
Congress by the Chief Justice at or after the begin- 
ning of a regular session tliereof hut not later than the 
fir.st day of May, and until tlie expiration of ninety 
days after they liave been t]iu.s reported. All laws in 
conflict with such rules sliall be of no further force 
or effect after such rules have taken effect . , 

Congres.s specifically contemplated that the Supreme 
Court would give the grand jury foreman power to ad- 
minister an oath, and specific reference was made to Rule 
6(c) when Title 38 was codified. In repealing the statutory 
provision maldng .'specific reference to an oath, Congress 
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noted that Rule 6(e) was to replace the statutory provi- 
sions being repealed. 6’/- 62 Stat. 829, Tit. 18, U. S. Code 
^3324. 'While Congress did not require the Supreme Court 
to make provisions for an oath before the grand 3 ury, cer- 
tainly Section 3771 auihurizes the oath. Clearly, a per- 
missive law is sufficient. Uniied Slates v. Curtis, 107 U. S. 
671, 673 (1882); United States v. Ohenneier, 186 F. 2d 243 
(2 Cir. 1950), cert, denied 340 U. S. 951. 

Finally, because the rules have to be reported to Con- 
gress before they become effective, and because Congress by 
making reference to Rule 6(c) specifically approved and 
authorized this grant of power to the grand jury foreman, 
there can be no doubt that Section 3771 is a law of the 
United States authorizing the oath. It is well established 
that authorized rules of a court or even an administrative 
agency have the force and effect of law. Specifically, the 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure many times have 
been lield to “have the effect of law.” Cf. Ochoa v. United 
States, 167 F. 2d 341, 345 (9 Cir. 1948); United States v. 
Infusino, 131 F. 2d 617 (7 -Cir. 1942) ; Berkomtz v. United 
Slates, 90 F. 2d 881 (8 Cir. 1937). 

The Supreme Court of the United States on at least two 
occasions has upheld perjury i)rosecutions under a statute 
in all respects similar to Section 1621, Title 18, United 
States Code where tiie oath taken was authorized by an 
administrative regulation made pursuant to a general 
statutory grant of power to make necessary rule.s and regu- 
lations. Uniied States v. Small, 236 U. S. 405 (1915); 
United States v. Morehad, 243 U. S. 607 (1917). This 
Court, too, did precisely the same in Uniied States v. Ober- 
meier, supra. 

Since Rule 6(c) has far greater legislative sanction than 
administrative regulations which were considered “laws of 
the United States” in the above case.s, it must follow a for- 
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itori, that Rule 6{c) is a law of the United States within 
the meaning of the perjury statute. It should be noted 
that Section 1621 does not specify that the oath must be 
required by law but merely “autlsorized.” Both Section 
3771 and Rule 6(c) authorize the oath herein administered. 

CONCLUSION 

Tiic guilt of this appellant was proved by overwhelm- 
ing evidence, no question of any merit is raised on this 
appeal and, therefore, the judgment should he, in all t 

respects, affirmed. 

Respectfully submitted, . 

J. Edward Lumbard, 

United States Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York, 

Attorney for Plaintiff -Appellee. 

Lloyd F, MacMahon, 

Chief Assistant United States Attorney, 

James B. Kilsheimer, III, 

Assistant United States Attorney, 

Of Counsel. 
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In connection with the Senontel Case^ CIC dossiers 
Biaintained by 0-2, First Army, New York, were reviewed on a total 
of 667 individuals who are former or present employees or 
aaaoetates of former or present eiq)loyees pf the Aray Signal 
Corps, Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, and the Federal Teleconununications 
Laboratories, Nutley, New Jersey, l^on completion of the review 
of these CIC dossiers, the files of the Bureau and the Newark and 
New York offices were reviewed on each of the 667 individuals. 

These file reviews were completed on 10-12-53 and based on the 
results thereof, action was taken by the Bureau on a number of 
individuals involved, including the above— captioned subject, The 
action taken relative to the captioned subject Is indicated below 
by an «X": 


Esp. - S Opened 


Reopened 


SM - C Opened 


Cceitinuedxxx 


Reopened__ 
C(Z) tinned 


IS - R Opened 

KeopeneSr 


SGE Opened 




Continued 


Reopened^ 
Ccxi tinned 


ACTION: 


This is for record purposes and should be filed in the 
subject* s main file, A copy is being placed in the Semontel control 
file. 
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WILLIAM PERL, WA, ESP-R, PERJURY. APPEAL ARGUMENTS INSTANT'^'CASE 

HEARD THIS DATE BY CCA, SECOND CIRCUIT, COMPOSED OF MEDINA, FRANK 

A1«'D HIMCKS, FRANK PRESIDING* APPELLANT EMPHASIIED FIRST TWO ^DINTS' 

CF BRIEF ARGUING FOR APPROX FOR APPROX FIFTY MINUTES INSUFFICIENT T-' 

EVIDENCE. TO SUSTAIN VERDICT AND COMMUNIST ISSUE. .NO ARGUMENT ON 0^' 

* i 

POINT FOUR RE GRAND JURY FOREMAN ADMINISTERING OATH, APPELLEE I 

REPLIED WITH TWENTY MINUTE ARGUMENT EMPHASJ2ING ONLY THOSE POINTS 
RAISED ORALLY BY APPELLANT. DECISION RESERVED. AUSA KILSHEIMER 
EXPECTS WRITTEN OPINION IN MONTH TO SIX WEEKS.^PUREAU WILL BE/ADViSED 
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UNITED STA'^J^ GOVERNMENT 


DIRBCTOR, FBI (65-59312) date: 2/3/51* 

SAC, mf TORK (65-15387) 

/ 

WILLIAM PERL, wa • 

ESP-a 
PEEJOHY 

(00 - Nev York) 

R» Kev York t&letypo 5/13/53, which rdcmestod the Los Angelos Office 
to advise the Registrar, Caltech, Pasadona, California, that a subpoena was 
being forwarded by the U.S, Attorney, SDNI, for production of the original of 
8Ubject*s graduate student file and all related papers* Reference Los Angeles 
teletype 5/1U/53 w h ic h advised that the above naterial was being forwarded that 
date to the OSA, SDKI. 



The above graduate file has been turned over to this office by the 
USA, SUMY, for return to Caltech. It is noted that forwarded with the file 
was a carbon copy of an itemised receipt executed by SA Oilror S« Robinson, 
Los Angeles, on 5/1V53, covering the contents of the file. 



Enclosed herewith to Los Angeles is the original of the above file, 
together with the above receipt copy* It is requested that Los Angeles return " 
this file to Mrs. Elizabeth Hanes, Assistant to the Registrar, California 
Institute of Technology, 1201 East California Street, Pasadena, California, 
and at the same time clear the receipt record of same. 


For the information of Los Angeles, the appeal of instant perjury 
conviction is currently pending in the CCA, 2nd Circuit, New York City* For 
this reason toe USA, SDNI, has been reluctant to release the enclosed file 
as well as other material obtained in preparation for trial of instant perjury 
case. He has stated that he would return this file to Caltech with the undeis. 
standing that in the event of reversal of the conviction, same msgr be requested 
again* 


1 • Los Angeles (Enc-2)(65"5O75)(Regieter0d Kail 

Return Receipt Requested) 
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Office • united sta'I^ government 


TO 


DATE: 2/3/5i* 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59312) 

- 

> V^FB-OM «AC, HEW TCRK (65-15387) 

i SUBjECTJinxLItt! PERL, W8 

ESP-R 

J PERJm 

(00 - Key York) 

Re Chicago letUr to Pirectcr, eopj of Hev York, dated 5/13/53, which 
enclosed to ttio Key York Office the original Personnel Security Qiistionnaire 
executed by WILLIAII PERL* 

Reference letter adrised this form was obtained on 5/13/53 ti.roiigh 
Mr* Bernard S« Whelpley, Assistant Security Director, A*E*C*, Chicago, niinoie* 

The original PSQ is enclosed herewith to Chicago fer return to 
Mr* Whelpley, The Chicago Office is ad\'ised that instant form was designated 
Govemnet Exliibit No. 26 during the trial of PERL in the Eouthei-n District 
of Kew York and on l/S/Sli, prior to argument of the appeal, it was stibstituted 
by stiptilation by a photostatic copy thereof in the Court records. 
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arrAN&Mtbimii NO. #4 


Office M.emOi^..UM • unite: 


9 OVERNMENT 


TO , DIPJEC 70 E, FBI ( 65 -? 9312 ) 



ROM 


SAC, NEWJORK (65-15387) 

C • 


SUBJECT: WILLIAM PERL, va 
ESP-R 
PERJUEI 

(00 - New lork) 


DATE; 2/}/Sk 



Ee Clsvolaad letter to Bureati, copy to Hew Tork, dated 5/13/53, which 
enclosed to the New Fork Office the following listed items: 


1> 66 exhibit eure lopes containing original notes of agents 
assigned to the surTolllance of W ILL IAM PERL 


2« 58 serials numbered 1 through 59 (with the exception of 
serial 7 wblch dtrpllcatos information in serial 6) of 
Cleveland file 6^2730, sub Bo These serials are the t^rpcd 
logs concerning the surveillance of WILLIAM PERL 

3 o Leave records of PEKL from NACA, Cleveland 

Uo Personnel file of PERL from KACA, Cleveland 

The above listed items are being returned to the Cleveland Office* 



It is requested that items 1 and 2 above be retained in the Cleveland 
Office in the event they should be needed in the future for review in connection 
with instant subject ot one of the related subjects in the ROSEWBEIRG ring on which 
cases are still pending* 


If the Cleveland Office so desires, items 3 and may be returned te 
- file at HACA, Cleveland. However, it ie suggested that NACA be requested to 
retain them in an available place in the event they should be needed in the 
future in connection with the above eases. 

For the inforiaation of the Cleveland Office, the appeal from the 
District Coxirt conviction of the subject was argued in the CCA, 2nd Circuit, 
Hew York City, on 1/15/5U* Decision is expected during the latter part of 
Pebruary 1?^, 
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CTA^iMxD NO. 04 


Office M.emoi'Q^dum • 


UNITED STAdH GOVERNMENT 


to 



% 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, F5I (65-59312) 

SAC, lIEtf YORK (65-15337) 

“HILLIAM ' PERL, W 

2SP-R 

PERJORT 

(OO - K«w York) 


DATE: 2/3/5U 


ReWOlet 5/lU/53, which enclosed to the New York Office various 
original material concerning VULlftM PERL, which was obtained from Kr, Chester 
Holt, Room 212, Teiiporar7 D Building, Washington, D*C# 


Enclosed to KPO with a copj of this letter are the following items 
which should be returned to Mr, Holt* 


l8 affidaTlts submit'fad to the NACA Loyal Board including 
affidavit of V:iILIA>! PERL 


Self-explanatory letter dated 9/1/50 to Chairman, Loyalty 
Review Board, CSC, from NACA 

Copy of letter of allegations V5/50 to Mr, F£RL from NACA, 
and original of his reply dated l</22/50 

Copy of letter 5/1/53 to Mr, PERL from NACA and his original 
reply of 5/9/53, for#farding executed Questionnaire 5/9/5C 


WFO Is adviced that the original PSQ mentioned on page 1 of reflet 
which WFC requested Chicago to forward, was i*eccived at New York, used in the 
trial of instant case and has been returned to the Chicago Office for traas- 
mittal to AEC, Chicago, 

WFO is further advised that the original NACA personnel file of 
WHiLIftM PERL, mentioned in reflet, together with his original NACA Leave 
Record file was forwarded by tho Cleveland Office for use at trial and has 
been returned to Cleveland for transmittal to NACA, Cleveland, 


ReVJFOlet 5/15/53 which enclosed to New York Office various certified 
copies of documents from the Passport Office, D,S, Department of State, con- 
cerning WILLIAM PERL, These items were turned over to the D,S, Attorney, 

SDNY, and have been returned to this office. Since these papers are only 
copies of originals, they are being retained In the New York Office, * 


WFO is advised that portions of the original CSC material re turned 
herewith were made Government exhibits, during trial of instant case and only 
recently were released to this office after a substitution etipulatibo was 
executed by Government and defense .'attorneys and ordered by the Court 'dh 

1 - WFO (Enc-156)(65-5?1|3) (Registered 1^1; . / W<C/^ 

Return Receipt Requested) |_ 
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KJBJECT: 


/WILLIM' FERL 
ESFIOKAGE - R 


UNITED STA®; GOVERNMENT 

o 


DATE: ^/il/ 




/ 


. y/ - 



'>■ f 

HMfbm 

■ 

C^1«o ^ 


r«lc. &a. . 
G««dy.,_^ 


Supervisor Tom EcAndrcrcs of the Hew Yorle Office 
called at £:15 pm on Eebruary 11, 1954, to advise that the I 

jCfrcui't Court of Appeals in New York has unanimously upheld \ 

(the Perl conviction. The Court was comprised of Judges ' 

Medina, Frank end PPinchs, ^ 

r 

For your information. 
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WILLIAM PERL, WA., ESP-R, PERJURY. ' CCA, SECONf CIRCUIT, UNANIMOUSLY 
APr I RMED JUDGMENT 0^ CONVICTION CAPTIONED SUBJECT INSTANT DATE. - 
ELEVEN PAGE O^^INION WRITTEN BY MEDINA, BRIPPLY, CONTENTICN RE 
AUTHORITY Or GJ FOREMAN TO ADMINISTER OATH DISPOSED OF SINCE CASE 
CHIEFLY RELIED UPON BY APPELLANT /US VS. DUBROW/ REVERSED BY USSC. 
•ARGUMENT RE INCONSISTENCY OF VERDICT UNTENABLE BECAUSE Or JbRY-S 


OPINION or EVIDENCE SUBMITTED RE EACH COUNT AND IN ANY EVENT QUOTE 
EVEN IF THERE HAD BEEN SOME INCONSISTENCY BASED UPON A CONSIDERATION | 

OF THE EVIDENCE AS A WHOLE, THIS WOULD NOT ORDINARILY JUSTIFY A ’ . 

\ 

REVERSAL UNQUOTE, NO MERIT IN CONTENTIONS EVIDENCE NOT SUrFiciENT 
j TO SUPPORT VERDICT OR THAT DEFENDANT DEPRIVED Or PaIR TRIAL BECAUSE 
i 01^ REFELRENCES TO COMMUNISTS AND ESPIONAGE. DEFENDANT-S COUNSEL 


REQUESTED GJ TESTIMONY BE RECEIVED IN EVIDENCE AND REQUESTED JUDGE 
TO EXPLAIN IDENTITY OF JULIUS .ROSENBERG AND DIRECTED QUESTIONS 
RESULTING IN DENIAL BY PERL THAT HE WAS A COMMUNIST. COURT STATED 
"THAT EVIDENCE TAR EXCEEDED MINIMUM REQUIRED TO SUPPORT 


.PERJURY CHARGE SEEMS CLEAR BEYOND SHADOW Or DOUBT.’- COURT STATEj) 
MORE THAN AMPLE PROOr OF DErENDANT-S ASSOCIATION WITH T^SENBERGS 
AND PROOF OF BEFENDANT-S ASSOCIATION WITH RCS’fi^'Si^ 


t. 


L- >V5.: 




RE SOBELL OVERWHELMING INCLUDING DOCUMEN'TAHYy.^VTpLKCE ; NO WAY 


>4 



PAGE TWO 

COMMUNISM AND ESPIONAGE. MOREOVER, DEFENSE COUNSEL HIMSELF PRESSED 

j 

REFERENCES TO COMMUNISM AND ESPIONAGE. OPINION STATED IN SU8STAANCE 
PERL-S TESTIMONY RE DISTRESS OF MIND CAUSED BY FBI INTERROGATION 
INDICATED PROBABILITY THESE UNFORGETTABLE INCIDENTS HAD REFRESHED 
HIS RECOLLECTION RE ROSENBERG AND SOBELL. OPINION STATED PERL-S 
testimony may WELL HAVE REMOVED ANY LINGERING DOUBTS IN MINDS OF 
JURORS., FURTHER THAT HIS MANY EVASIONS AND EQUIVOCATIONS MIGHT 
WELL HAVE SERIOUSLY EFFECTED CREDIBILITY. INDICTMENT DID NOT CHARGE 
PARTICIPATION IN ESPIONAGE AND CONTENTION PROSECUTION SHOULD SO PROVE 
LITTLE SHORT OF FRIVOLOUS. OPINION CONCLUDED QUOTE IT IS A 
deplorable FACT THAT THIS YOUNG MAN OF SUCH PROMISE AND ABILITY 
SHOULD HAVE BECOME SO, ENMESHED IN THE TOILS AS TO WILFULLY TESTIFY 
FALSELY BEFORE A Gj OF THE US EMBARKED UPON AN INVESTIGATION OF 
SOVIET ESPIONAGE., BUT ON HIS RECORD, FREE FROM ANY TAINT OF ERROR, 

HE HAS JUSTLY BEEN FOUND GUILTY OF THAT OFFENSE UNQUOTE. 

PHOTOSTATIC COPY OF OPINION BEING FORWARDED BY LETTER. ' 

< KELLY 

END ACK PLS 
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Office 
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• 

TO , 

D 

Director, FBI (65-595I2) 

5rom { 

SAC, New York (65-I5587) 

SUBJECT; 

/ 

V.T;LLIAIu perl, wa 


GOVERNMENT 


DATE; 2/11/54 


i 


/ 


ESP - R, PKRJURY 

2/11/54 re decision this date of CCA, 2nd ■ > 
Circuit, arfirming judgment of conviction for perjury InstaJit 
subject. t' ^ j -- 

^ Enclosed herewith for Bureau files is one photostatic 
copy of .this decision. 
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February 16^ 1934 

Director, FDl 
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PLiJURY 


•t-i . 


/fiasmuch ca che cui.-j-:ct c cyycai xv 
iiTC'.iiii .ourt"c-J /.npcale from his perjury cc nviction mas 
denied, [:ou cre ineirucied to c:-ni-cc'c ihc "r.ihed >jtaic 2 
/.ttornay , '-.r. U'j,;::rn Ijictrict cf i.ew Yorh, to deterrzine the 
legal :/.o'jes x-.-iich ha ve heen taten by ' crl to further 
appeal h\z 


You arc also instructed to contact Henrietta ‘ 

Scuidge .'erl, viife of the subject, in an effort to f/’’ - ’ 

develop infory.ation through her concernirin r-c'rl*o presK-nt 
state cf ~i.indt If deerxed advisable by the interviewing ' 

agent, it should be determined fren her if Perl would • 

cooperate if interviewed* fifl I i ’ 

i' 

J'ollcwi r.g the cor-.plction of t):c clove ir.vcsti~ ^ . 
gaiive steps you arc instructed to submit c rcccrr'.andctioni'yf. 
concerning the cCvisability of having an agent cf the lew T*.;'!/ , 
York Off ice familiar with all details cf the instant case ‘'i’'-;' 
interview 2-crl at the Terre liactc j'er.itcnticry K- ' 


«dd 

claioat — 
= 

PS - .. 

rmcvji— . 

intcrrpvd - 
ele. Hoob 
pliMOsa _ 


L* ^ lx ‘ i * * '..Li ^ bf V* iOf t" 

knew rx-cnoerg ^>.d lobcll, Sentenced to 0 giors cn each 

coer.t in '...'ay, iireu}ii Court of^^x.pgeelo on 

denied oyneal convict itn. fl'S.' ^ ^ / 

■ 90 G a>>; < 

rv . ‘ . \\ yJ-^^ 


r-o 


tk. ' 

\ cQo ^ 19S4 ' 

? xLOi ■■> ; 




XoeXcRn 


.‘*r y 
\ \ 


/ ^ y<f 

/ A *t..w 

f i y. 







§ 




■AC, ; c i c; r ( l i * i < . 7) 


■ arch L', 


.. Director, FBI (CB-SOBir.) 
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.'ourlct ll~P7"^5o, cdvic inr tiiat che appeal qf 
the. subject frorz his perjury conviction is being folloieed 
end thei the Bureau teculd be i:cpi advised of clcvelopnenta 

}'ov ere instructed to cvlr-it a report incorpora- 
ting the recults of the decision c t'av subject*s appeal 
end eider irveotice tic n ccnductou ro irrtc* Ihie report 
ciouJ ' roerh ihc i ar^cr; by ^-Ict-bd, 
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CHASACnDI or 


WILLL\M PERL, was. 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


ESPIONAGE - H; 
PERJURY 


On 2/11/51; Court of Appeals, Second Circuit, affirmed conviction of 
subject for perjui?y In District Court. PERL did not request a re» 
hearing and as of y\2j%. his attorneys were undecided as to whether 
they wqiild move In the Supreme Court for a writ of cer^orarj., ^ 
pinion of Circuit court set forth in brief. 

\ K DETAILS: Prosecutive Action in the Court of Appeals 

3 

V) Assistant United States Attorney JAKES B. KILSHSIMER, 

III, Southern District of New York, advised that the request of 
I f ^ PHILIP WITTSt3URG, attorney for PS^, that the time for PERL to 
; file his appeal brief in the Court oi Appeals, Second Circuit, was 
.. extended to lTovember/-l6, 1953* This brief was filed on November 
16, 1953 and raised four points: 

^ 1. Proof of the ROSEiTBSRG and S03ELL counts termlna 

^ with the Christmas 19l;6 party at the Blue Hill Restaurant end was 
proof that PERL knew ROSENBERG and S0B3ELL In 1950 when he te stifle 
before the Grand JuiTr* 
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HY 65-1^387 

2* That indictment asserted PE3L knew or had knowledge 
of the activities of ROSENBERG and SOBELL in connection with soviot 
espionage and evidence at trial related to Innocuous coriraon-plase 
incidents not related to espionage* 

3 , Hultlplicity of indictment denied further trial in 
that four counts involved five people on three of whom PERL was 
acquitted* This had come to light with the juries. There was 
reversible error in trial courts denial on motion to dismiss in- ‘ 
dlctment in that same failed to set forth essential elements of 
crime of perjury* 

On January 15» 19^ oral argument was hoard in the Court 
of Apoeals for the Second Circuit, The bench con^osed of Judges 
PR'.NKiMSDIIU and HIITCKS, Oral arg-ment of PERL followed the argu- 
ment as set forth in this appeal brief* 

On February 11, 1951; this Court of ■'j>peals onanlmously . 
affirmed the judgment of conviction in an eleven page opinion 
written by Judge IIIiDIJll, The Court upheld the authority of the 
Grand Jury foreman to administer oaths in Grand Jiiry proceedings* 
Opinion stated that PE1L<S arr:ument regarding the inconsistency 
of the verdict of the jury was untenable because of the Jury *8 
opinion of the evidence submitted on each count and even if there 
had been some inconsistency based upon a consideration of evidence 
as a whole, this would not justify a reversal. The opinion stated 
there was no merit In the argument that the evidence was not suf- 
ficient to support a verdict of guilty on that PERL was deprived 
of a fair trial because of references to Coitmunlsm and espionage* 

a 

The opinion pointed out that PERL* S trial counsel re- 
quested the Grand' Jury * 8 testimony of PERL be received In evidence 
and requested the Judge to explain the identity of JULIUS ROSEN*’ 
BERG and directed questions resulting in denial by PERL that he 
was a Comriunlst, Court held opinion but stated there was more 
than an^Jle proof of PERL*S association with R0SE13ERG and over- 
whelming proof of Ills association with ifORTOlI SOBELL, Including 
documentary evidence, 

COPIES C01TTI!7UED 
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KY 65-15387 


Opinion further stated that P2RL»S testl’rony conceminc 
nls distress of mind caused by Federal Bureau of Investl^^atlon 
Interrogation Indicated the probability that these unforgetable 
incidents had refreshed his recollection regarding ROSBITBERG and 
SOBELL, The opinion further stated that PE.^’S testimony may'it- 
self have removed any llngerlno; doubts In the minds of the Jvirors, 
and that his many evasions and eoul vocations may have serlouslv 
affected his credibility* ^ 

The opinion stated that the Indictment did not charge 
participation In espionage and the contention that the prosecution 
should prove so was little short of frivolous. The oulnlon con- 
eludes: 

m 

**11; Is a deplorable fact that this youn.^: man of such 
promise and ability should have become so emeshed In the tolls 

ef testify falsely before f Grand Jury of the tftilted 

States embarked upon an Investigation of Soviet espionage; but 

on this record, free from any taint of error, he has been lustlv 
found guilty of that offense," ** ^ 


PERL had fifteen days to apply In the Circuit Court for 
a rehearing. This he failed to do. The usual tine to appeal 
to the Supreme Court for a writ of certiorari is thirty days from 
the date of the opinion In the Court of Appeals. As of Harch 
12, 195k» PSRL had made no effort to certify the record of the 
Court of Appeals which is a primary requisite to appealin'’ to the 
Supreme Court, ‘ 


On Harch 1, 1954 the mandate of the Court of Appeals 
was filed In the District Court, ■ 


On March 10, 1954 Assistant United States Attorney KIL— 
SHEDIER served on the attorneys of PERL a proposed oi*der which 
In effect makes Iho mandate of the Court of Appeals the final order 
In the District Court, PEHL*S attorneys did not object to this 
order and It was signed on Harch 12, 1954 by Judge HENRY W, GODD/JU), 


^ , Assistant United States Attorney KILSHEDIER on March 12. 
1954 advised he had been Informed by IRVINC- LIKE, associated with 
PHILI? V/ITT3 I:burg, that a final decision had not been mad^L to 
whether PERL would appeal to the Supreme Court or not. He steted 
It was unlikely that such appeal would be made by PERL, but that 
final decision woi’.ld be made In the near future. 
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• ADHINISTR.’tTIVE P.\GE 

LS^VDS 
N3W YORK 


At Kew York> Wew York 

Will follow and report any further legal ^^^w^Inade by 
PEHL either In the Supreme Court or in the Circuit Court* 

T^on receipt of Bureau author! ty^ will Interview lira* 
"^i'HMRIETTA SAVAGE PERL at Spring Valley, New York, and upon com- 
pletion of this interview, will Interview PERL at the 

United States Penitentiary, Torre Haute, Indiana. 


RBPSRMCE: Report of S.' TADRICE V* CORCORAN* 8/2ii/53* at New 

York, 
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WILLIAM PERL» ves. 
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ESPIONAGE - R; 
PERJURY 


SYNM^IS OF FACTS: 


On 2/ll/^ Goiart of Appeals, Second Circuit, afflmed conviction of 
subject for perjury In District Court. PERL did not request a re- 
hearlnc and as of 3/12/5U Ms attorneys were undecided as to whether 
they would move In the Supreme Court for a writ of certiorari. 
Opinion of Circuit Court set forth in brief. 


DETAILS: 


Prosecutive Action in the Court of Appeals 


Assistant United States Attorney JAMES B. KIL3HEI1IEH, 
III, Southern District of New York, advised that the request of 
PHILIP WITTSNBURG, attorney for. PERL, that the time for PERL to 
file his appeal brief In the Court or Appeals, Second Circuit, was 
extended to Kovember 16, 1953* This brief was filed on November 
16, 1953 and raised four points: 

1. ■ Proof of the ROSENBERG and SOB32LL counts terminate 
with the Christmas 19U^ party at the Blue Hill Restaurant and was no 
proof that PERL knew ROSEMBERG and SOBSLL In 1950 when he testified 
before the Grand Jui^y# 


AND 
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. requesting aduios the Yurecu 

T^ernxng the contacting of j/ts. Fcrl and the cubic ct vith- 
out Fi-O tlj^ic G ti OTl to th^iT* ^ i/ ^ 

e, , J«C3-;ucft cf Yssicicr.t Ini-^od Gtotcc Attorney, 

' c::.' :co ^uch noiificGtion 

? *“ nececcGry, you £-:3:*iu Uiteryfeic 

cc;.c:.itj/ic,' /ler G tterne »/. iJiic intervieio 

, ^ pUTpooo of develoyinc inforiLQticTi coTiCOTxiiJiQ 

"tetc 0 / Kind 0 / t/ie subject; hoisevsr, if t/rs. Peri 
prtver ^ be ar.tcgonisii Cj no discussion relative to'-'-inter^'f' 
viemng her hi.sha.nd should take place, n^j i;-.- ^ ;;. 


,, ■ llOL^ing t.ie Cjoue iuterviuD m accorcahae with ■ 

r€ cc:?:/::frnd (7 zi on in reflet // ‘r^^ i/v- j. j? ■- 

I yn f^jj-eZy W. KjCnn hcrr-Kncjtonr^f tfte . 

^ //J-ce should proceed tc yerrr^ .;a;:tc;, indiar.c , -ong - 
7!} cospG?;?/ u:i:.-; c:?i crent of the jr.,-'-- : 7 -•.:; n f fi m - i 

vieii: the r^ahtr-r-^ M l ^ce - X7.tfr;r 



j.'ic :.,.'rc.,\'a C'^u t.’xc Jr.dicii'’ : f/icc shc '.'lc be 
<i<...vcrLcc of SA Jurrington * c oepertufe in order that 
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Director, FBI ( 65 - 5931 ^) ' date: 3 / 18 / 5 ^ 4 - 

ATTBWTin?7: ASSISTANT DlR^X^TORj ALAN H.EKLi'iONT 
SAC, New York (65-1538?) \ I \ 4 

'S' V \ ffOB 

WILLIAM PERL, was. '* \ ■ \ 

espionage - R; PERJURY 


n'.T 


W 


Referanc© is made to Bureau letter dated 2/16/54* (^*-7 v 


on 3/3/54 AUSA JAMES B. KILSHEIMER,.- Ill, advised that he - . 

spoke to IRVING-'LIKE, associate of PHILIE>v;iTTENBTTRG, concerning /// 
the appeal of the subject to the Supreme Court 

At that time LIKE advised that conferences were being 
hold with HEKRrETTA^AVAGE*^?JERL concerning this matter and LIKE 
agreed to advise Mr, KILSKEIMER of the outcome of these conferencps. / 

LUf/ 

Mr, KI'^SH. TIMER, in the absence of any infor.Tia tion from Mr, 

LIKE, called LIKE on 3/12/54 *nd was advised that they were still 
considering whether PERL would appeal to the Supreme Court 

Report of SA J0I2I A. HARRINGTON, dated 3/16/54 » five 

copies of which are forwarded to the Bureau and one copy to Indiana- 
polis for information, reflects that PERL'S time to file for the 
Supreme Court elapsed as of 3/12/54. Thus, at this time for all 
purposes PERL'S legal actions have terminated and as far as the 
courts are concerned there are no appeals or any other applica- 


tions pending in any court on behalf of PSRL,/.’»j- 

* ■ a ^ I 

. Concerning the Bureau’s request that PERL’S wife be con- 

fhctod to develop information concerning PERL'S present stape of 
l^ind, NY concurs It is the opinion of NY nov; that regardless of 
^vhat information may be secured from PERL’S wife that PERL be 
1 ^interviewed in Terre Haute Penitentiary. / 

Bureau was informed that during the trial of PERL Mrs, 

•’ o^^JBRL was in dally contact with agents assigned to the' trial and 
'• '.'^/.|dii splayed a definitely antagonistic attitude towards the agents • 

\ ^V5|ajnd the government. Thus, it is possible that she will not be /O 
tf^jery cooperative .A/J ' s 

r * y ^ 

The bureau's attention is directed to the fact that in 1950, Li J 


'l/A 


f)' 


^1{^ 
^ ;*'/ r 

- < 


o 1-1 


ahd 1951 PERL was thoroughly interviewed by agents in an effort 


to obtain his cooperation without success. PERL now knows since 
V' .Jnis trial the extent of the .government's cast: against him as far 
'3 bis relations with ROSENBERG and SOBELL. It Is believed that 


g PKRL will settle for his\flve years on a perjury count and would 
^ V''REGISTERED MAIL / ^ ■ A! 
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Letter to Director 

NY 65-15387 




not cooperate and run the risk of talking himself into a longer 
term unless he can bo convinced that his position is untenable 



KILSHFIMER has advised that once a trial or legal proceed- 
ings have been terminated in coiart, it would be proper for an 
agent to interview PERL or his wife without the consent or know- 
ledge of PERL'S attorneys./^ 

It is requested that the Bureau advise Nv of its opinion 
in this matter and whether or not Mrs. PERL and PERL should be 
intep^J^ewed without notifying PHILIP WITTENBURG, their attor- 
ney.£tLj 


Upon receiving the Bureau's decision, SA JOHN A. HARRINGTON 
will interview HENRIETTA SAVAGE PERL and thereafter will inter- 
view PERL.fi^/', 
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statements ‘co Federal Grand Jury in the Southern District of New 

York in September, 1950, and on S’-28-So, inc:s convicted on two counts 
of perjury covering his denial of knowing uo senberg and f.'crton Sobell, 
convicted espionage agents Perl was sentenced to five years on each 
count to run concurrently and is now in Federal Penitentiary , 

Haute, Indiana, -On 8-11-54, the Circuit Court of Appeals, Second 
Circuit, affinrt,ed the subject's perjury convi ction 


Terre 


By letter dated 8-18-5i}, the New fork Office uxis instructed 
tO' determine from the United States Attorney , Southern District of 
New York, the legal action taken by Perl fo llowing the Circuit Court 
decision ond to consider contacting ]Jrs, Perl and following that to 
submit a recommendation for the reinterview of Perl, You will recall 
that in November, 1953, the McCarthy Comnitte e received newspaper 
publicity indicating Perl would be interviewed; no such interview was 
conducted, 

By letter dated 3-16-54, the New York effice advised, perl 's 


time to appealfthe United States Supreme Court expired 3-12-54, and 
that Assistant United States Attorney KUshe imer stated since legal 
[proceedings were comple ue d it would be proper for aaer^ts to interview 
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It ^s believed New York should be i 
interview Mrs » Perl. It is noted that she ha 
viewed in the past andj prior to the trial oj' 
iz;as cordial durinn such interviews. However, 
trial she displayed a defini tely antagonistic 
toward Bureau agents who were in daily contac 
Following her interview an agent from the New 
should proceed to Terre Haute, Indiana, to in 
in order that no possibilitu , is overlooked 
to 0 h ta in ki 


\0 poss 


ooTc ro. 


ns true ted to 
s been inter 
her husband 
during the 
attitude 
t with her, 
York Office 
terview Perl 


cn c 


A CTIOF : 

There is attached for your approval a letter 
to the New York Office instructing that Mrs.' Perl be 
interviewed in Hew York and following that, cn agent 
of the New York Office pro ceed to Terre Nov to. Ind-^nrr 
to inter oiew the sub 1 e ct 
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WILLIAM- PERL, WAS. ESP - R. MRS. PERL ADVISED' TODAY THAT SHE DOES 

^ 

NOT WISH TO BE INTERVIEWED EXCEPT IN THE PRESENCE Of* HER ATTORNEY,‘^v^^^ 
PHILIP WITTENBERG, OF SEVENTY WEST EORTIETH ST., NYC. SHE ADVISED 
SHE WILL BE AVAIL ASIF. FOR INTERVIEW ON THE FjrTH OR SIXTH, NEXT, Q, j j,. 
AT HER ATTORNEY-S OFFICE. UNLESS ADVISED TO THE CONTRARY, BY BUREAU, 
NYO WILL NOT INTERVIEW MRS. PERL, BUT WILL PROCEED WITH THE INTERVIEW 


OF PERL AT TERRE HAUTE. SA JOHN A. HARRINGTON WILL DEPART NYC ON 
APRIL FIVE, NEXT, AT SEVEN TWENTY FIVE PM, VIA NY CENTRAL RAILROAD, 


SOUTH WESTERN LIMITED, CAR ONE ONE TWO. WILL ARRIVE TERRE HAUTE 


^4 


TWELVE FIFTY PM, APRIL SIX, NEXT. INDIANAPOLIS REQUESTED TO ARRANGE 
FOR INTERVIEW OF PERL AT PENITENTIARY IN PRIVATE ROOM AWAY FROM 
OBSERVATION OF INMATES AND PERSONNEL OF PENITENTIARY. THIS INTER- 
VIEW WILL COMMENCE SHORTLY AFTER ONE PM, APRIL SIX, NEXT. 

IN EVENT PERL IS NOT COOPERATIVE ON THE SIXTH, SA HARRINGTON WILL 

REMAIN OVERNIGHT IN TERRE HAUTE, AND AGAIN INTERVIEW PERL ON^ THE 

•• 

MORNING OF APRIL SEVEN, NEXT. BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVI S EP ..O r_^ 

* APR 

RESULTS OF INTERVIEW. , t 
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FBI, INDIANAPOLIS A-6-54 3-50PM CST ^ 
DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, NE¥ YORK URGENT ' ^ 
UILLIAN PERL, WAS., ESP, - R. PERL WAS CONTACTED TODAY AT TWO Pi M 
AT PENITENTIARY AT TERRE HAUTE. HE REFUSED TO BE INTERVIEWED. 




SA JOHN A. H.ARRINGTON RETURNING NEW YORK FOUR PKj VIA NYC R.R 


G, I R. •: 


KNICKERBOCKER, ARRIVE NEW YORK ELEVEN FIFTEEN An, APRIL SEVEN 
NEXT. . I 
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"Office M£~1 • tij 

' : Director, FBI (65-59312) 

^ •' SAC, Indianapolis (65-2212) 


I'^ITED GOVERNMENT 


DATB; April 29, 1953* 


SUBjBCr; FILLlASf'PSRL, was. 

ESPIONAGE - R 
PIEJIEY 

tc Bureau Indiana^Ue teXetBpe 

With +V, ^ FORQv/ho maintains iiaisoi 

Sta^s Pe:.'itentiary, Terre Haute, Indiana, has maintained 

f f institution. FA^ J. MADIGANr 

since tne sub.,ecu iras interviewed SA JOHN KARHB'iGTOK oi the New YorV 
Eivision and SA FCRD on April 6, 1951;, at Terre Haute. 

K. K VilLLIAi/ fePL has had no *d.sitors nor 

has he nu.de an effort to contact anyone outside that penitentiary since 
U)e aoove-aent,ioned visit with the exception of his v.lfe. LiADIGAN, 

cooperative in matters i^ertalning to the Bureau, 
stated that he personally has reviewed every bit of communication, either 

eomg frem the subject, and h?^ not detected any effort 
of PERL attorney or attempt to get a hidden message to 

anyone, MDIGAN advised that he will continue to gii'e personaif close 
sc^tiny to all corrcunications of the subject, and should he detect aiy 
of information that would be of value, he would Immediately contact 

this o-fice, ilAdiafl.K' stated this "extra" consership has no effect on 
regular mail routine, i 
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Director, FEI (65-59312) 

SAC, New York (65-1538?) 

fflLLIAli'PERL, was 
ESPIONAGE - R 
PERJURY 


DATE: 5/12/54. 



Re Indianapolis let to NY, 4/29/54. 

It is requested that Indianapolis advise whether PEEL in hi-s 
letters to his wife has advised her of the visit of SAS lEO E. FORD and 
JCHN A. KARRIICTCN to hia on April 6, 1954, and further whether lira. PEEL 
has advised subject in her coinTiunications of the tentative appointment 
that she had vdth SA JOHN A. HARPJNGTON on 4/2/54. 


m 



2 - Indianapolis (65-2212) (EJi) 
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Office rAemormclum 

TO • : Dii’octor, Y"" 


• UNITED ST/ ■'T^S GOVERNMENT 

t 

OATE; May 26, 19^h 


Indiaiiapolia (6^-2212) 


subject: 17ILLIA2. PSHL, xTac 
ESFTOII/iGE - R 
KilRJURY 

Re iJew York Icttei' to the Bureau dated lia.y 12, 1$Sh. 

IVarden PAUL J. LL^DIGAM, United States Penitentiary, Terre Haute, 
Indiana, ivho pe.'sonallj/ reidev/s all coiuffiuni cations eitl ar received or sent 
by the subject, advised that tP;e subject has made no cotojoent of any kind 
In his letters concerning the visit he had vdth SAs JOIHI A. KARRHIGTOH 
and L30 E, FOliD on Ai^ril 6, 195h» UADIGAIJ stated that the subject's wife 
has not made mention of any tentative ^-pointment that th& irdglit have had 
•>vith SL JOHi'! ILXRlililC'iOi: on April 2, 

V/arden liiDIuAli stated that he wiU continue to pcroonallj'' review 
subject’s cojmiumi cations until advised there no lender remains a need to 
do so. It is requested that the New York Division promptl'"’ advise 
Indianapolis -.vhen tJic.v no longer detersnine that rovieu-ing subject's mail 
is of any value, RUG. 
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Vi: 'j..."1'^LL1aM PE^V ' was ' '"'■ . ' ; I5<i PIONaGE • B; 
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SYNOPSCS OPJWCTB: .i »J> • . V-V j ^ ’ / 

^ '.IERL dl d not appe al to the Supreme </Ourt,‘^l *^^:7 


V His wife refxised to be Interviewed except In the presence 
. . of her attorney* On .4/6/54 PERL refused to bo Interviewed,.^;::^ 
by agents at the' penitentiary at .Terre Haute, lhdiahas>-|.'^^v 
- Informant reports that PERL'S. brother SAMOiO. has iotiOTe;4,vfr{: 

V*. v.:-r.- , .to the United States, t'V' .- .’VV:;:* 




y^r 
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: v " V ''. KIL Steiner, Southern District of Hew York, advised 
" 'V, f\ on March 30, 1954 that did hot make an application j^r 

'V to the Supreme Court for a writ of certiorari. He also 

XV advised that PERL had failed to make an application foig ,.' X 

^ a ro-hearlng to the Court of Appeals In the i^cond ;,:; 

3i\2 - Circuit, i.U£A'KIL5«EIHfiR advised that there were no EgM? 

Vi" proceedings In any court to his knowledge on he half of 
'^vVVU V; PERL and that lERL and his wife could be Interviewd. ^ 53 g g^l 
> - ' without consent or knowledge of PERL'S attorney^ ^ 

^ 'v. ‘ • t ‘ ■• ’ ' . ; , . '. 4 ' ^ ^ ^ i V‘ " ' IT*' W Q SJ 

. . Mrs. PEIli was contacted in spring Valley^ C 2 ;; 
t ’•'. vau Vrt»»u. and & 0 r«ad to be interviewed bv the writer on^;Gka 


- " ' without consent or knowledge of PERL'S attorney^ ^ 

[ ‘ • t ‘ ■• ’ ' . ; , . '. 4 * ** - i ^ . ^4 V‘ " ' ® 8 ^ 

-y .. Mrs. PEOi was contacted In Spring Valley^ 

' VVf-V . Hew York, and agreed to be Interviewed by the writer on|,g^3 

COM® BBmoiTO '.■'^:.'v-: ' --^^ ' .: 
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' - On; th<nBornlng of April < 2, •195)^» .. 7^ /s.-\ 

nEttRIlKWS^^RL V ■ telephonl«alXy ;Conta6ted tbe,*',lrrl.taf *ana, * 
ndvlsod jthat she did 'not ' Wlah.io be, ^'ter fie wed ’'except tn. 
the.' presence of het* Attorney pHItlp^^TrBNffiROj TO ifest-' 

Ma^ yoi;.v Cl , advl se d she woul^ ; V 

avedl able ‘ for this IntorvIeV on .the 5th or 6th of .Api^la;- ; y 
195W'At heV Attoi*ney*.a‘ Offloe* . She way not.^^^p 
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Offic'e-p and the writer , visited PERL'.at.jth^ 
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nothing' and ttez»eljr ahook hie bead* , The writer ;edvlaed % 
that ‘he wlahed to dlecuss eone natters wlth hln and T£RL.:dl4\'V-^.;' ^ 
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not have to make any statements* . P£,BL' shook his head* turnsdi'5v:' >. . j 
away from the agents and walked away., • . . 
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the *. -'v ^r'-^one Copy of this Report is being forwaroea 

to ell officer' listed ih* accordance with Bureau lAstzvctlons and ^ 
the fact that these offices have performed investigation in this 
cose in '. ,, . , ' 

INDTAWAPOLIS " V ' 

;.- ,.■ .,•' ^ ~ ~ ■ ■'■ • " -'f,- I'"' ••v..ii 4viLJkn Uv. 

" At Terre Rautei. tndiaon, . t»'. *i Y.*id hi* 


case in 
IKCrAWAPOLIS 




^ -T. • i ' 


i.». ry. -'T.. ; •• ;- • 


r8rre,iiauLe,. .AnaAai^ . n^» hi* 

• itu . '• ♦ i.*. ‘ry. -'r.. . . ■' - » • ■• .i.-t-'r* t'' tv-Vi 
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RrN< )PSIS OF FACTS; ^1, an employee of another Govermsntal Agency, 

advised that in recent months the subject has 
had nc correspondence with his parents* 

Subject's brother, SAPIUEL PERL, has sent only two letters 
in recent months to subject and has made no mention of 
subject’s plight, Coraniunications between subject and wi'^'e 
mention only imitediate family problems, however, there 

friction between subject’s v/ife and his mother* 
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I Govern.T/sntal A.gency, advised that he personally Hi •• 

I reviews all communications received or sent by*^ 

I the subject* He stated that in recent non the subject • 

1 has received no letters or communications Com his parents* • - • 
I T-1 stated that the subject and his brother SAMUFL* corres- ’ 
; pond only occasionally. He stated that SAt-HJElAPLRL has 
j written only two letters to WILLIAM PERL in the past three 
t or four months and the letters made no mention of subject’s 
plight, sentence or future. He stated that the only tonic 
mentioned vras the details of SAMi'EL's recent marriage, * T-1 
: Stated that frora SAl'IUEL’s letters, he would judge that his 
j make-up is very much like the subject’s.. Fe stated that he 
I is very cynical, and he judges that SAPilEL would be extremely 
I hard bo get along with* , - - v . 
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T-1 stated that the subject's wife In her letters to the 
subject has made no mention of his present situation, hie 
past sentence, activities or his future plans* All she 
writes about, according to T-1 is their immediate family 
problems* T-1 states that their letters mention the baby 
and no mention is made of their older child* T-1 stated 
that he detected quite a degree of friction existing between 
the subject's wife and his mother* It seems that the subject’s 
mother refuses to help subject's wife take care of the children 
and that me refused to ’’baby sit.” T-1 sts^ed that it is 
Impossible to judge her attitude because no comments are 

made about anything other than her home family problems* 
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T-1 Stated ithat cubjoct’s wife, HENRI ETE^TTPS^L, now resides 
in care of "ITCilISWALD, North Greenbushj Road, West Nyack, 

New York* ' ' . 




65-2212 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


The following information is being furnished for the Bureau 
and the New York Office for what value and purpose they deem 
fitting# Warden liADIGAM advised that the subject is very 
close -mouthed and has nothlngtod^withott^r inmates at a 
that penitentiary, except Both are 
shrewd and ir^e^^^nt* Both are seeking a solution to his 
own probIem,^|P|H|^J.s presently serving a long terra at the 
United State^pon^entiery at Terre Haute for treason and 
is attempting to redress of grievances and to . 

petition his case^|H||^is using every means and device 
known to get out o^prSon or to get his sentence reduced. 
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/t- 1 is Information re 6/17/54 LEO E, FORD Indianapolis 

/ PAUL J. MADIGAN, WILLIAM PERL 
Warden, U.S.P., 

Terre B^aute, Indiana. 
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